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CITY PARK EMBARKS ON MASTER PLAN;
PUBLIC INPUT IS PRESENTLY BEING SOUGHT

NO. 7

NEXT MEETING WILL BE
HELD OCTOBER 19TH
The
Parkview
Neighborhood Association
will hold its Fall meeting on
Tuesday October 19 at 7:30
PM at the home of Ronald
Plaisance, 4000 Delgado
Avenue.

In early August the
City Park Improvement
Association, the Park’s
governing
body,
announced that it would
begin holding public
meetings to discuss and
formulate the Park’s master
plan, called City Park 2018.
The significance of 2018 is
that the City of New
Orleans will be celebrating
the 300 anniversary of her
founding that year.

It is anticipated that
for the first time the membership will discuss zoning
issues, including a possible
request for a variance or
map change. More information on these possible issues
will be included in next
month’s newsletter.

Bob Becker, the Chief Executive Officer of City Park,
has been out on the radio talk show circuit trying to stir
interest in the plan and inviting the citizens to come to the
public meetings. Three meetings are planned, and the first
one was held on August 24. The meeting, which was
originally scheduled for a room in the Casino building, had
to be moved to a much bigger space in the Pavilion of the
Two Sisters because of the larger than expected crowd that
showed up. At least 300 people were present.
Rick Butler, the President of the City Park
Improvement Association, welcomed everyone on behalf of
the Board and acknowledged the presence of City
Councilman Marlon Gusman. He turned the floor over to
Mr. Becker who gave a brief Power Point presentation on the
history of the Park. His theme, one that he has used on radio
talk shows, was that the Park has always welcomed change
and in fact it has been change that has allowed it to thrive
(Continued on next page)

Another important
matter to be discussed will
concern City Park’s proposed master plan. It is
hoped that a representative
(Continued on bottom of page eight)

Land between post office and
Mercy Hospital finally cleared.
See story on page 9.

FROM PAGE ONE
(Continued from page 1)

and remain relevant. He illustrated his point by mentioning activities and sports that the Park
once sponsored but that are now out of fashion. The budget and funding of the Park was also
discussed by Mr. Becker.
The floor was open for comments and the
first person to speak was Laura Maloney, Executive
Director of the Louisiana SPCA, who said that City
Park desperately needed a dog park, which is a
dedicated area for dogs to play. Her comments were
greeted with great applause and set the tone for the
rest of the evening. Of the first 20 individuals who
spoke at the meeting nearly half of these individuals
requested more activities dedicated to dogs. Eight
individuals mentioned a dog park as the most
important addition the Park can include in its plan,
while one gentleman advocated an agility field for
dogs, which is a sport that involves obstacle courses
for the dogs.

City Park Improvement Association President Rick Butler, at right, listens as an advocate of tennis addresses the audience.

Some traditional sports that the park offers,
such as tennis, were scarcely mentioned, while golf,
one sport that is closely associated with the Park, was mentioned unfavorably, with some in
the audience stating that the number of golf courses needs to be reduced. However, one
individual, a representative of the Sierra Club, actually recommended that the Park return to
offering some of the activities that once were a major part of the Park, specifically mentioning
canoeing.
Some in the audience who spoke identified themselves
as being from out of state and commented that the Park was
behind the times in not offering modern amenities. Parks
such as Central Park in New York City, Fairmount Park in
Philadelphia and Golden Gate Park in San Francisco were
held up as models that the Board should look to emulate.
A questionnaire was handed out to those who
participated in the meeting. Two more public meetings will be
held: Saturday September 18 at 9:00 AM and Monday
September 27 at 6:00 PM. All those who are interested in the
future of City Park are strongly encouraged to attend.

Editor’s Note:
Want to read of
which issues the Park was
tackling a century ago?
Turn to page 10 to learn
about deer, polo and gentleman’s toilets.

A copy of the questionnaire is included in the center of this newsletter.
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PARKVIEW PROBLEMS
PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS
NOTE: If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take action on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net.
DATE
DESCRIPTION OF
PROBLEM PROBLEM
REPORTED

STATUS
OF RESOLUTION

Feb. 2003

Parking of vehicles on the banks
of the Bayou, especially near the
Magnolia Gardens/Harding
Bridge.

Latest idea is to put high curbing stones along Moss
Street to prevent cars from driving on the levee. While
the Levee Board said for us to contact the City regarding this matter, the City says for us to contact the City
Park Improvement Association. Jay Batt’s office is
assisting.

March 2003

Roosevelt. Automobiles parked
improperly make it difficult for
large emergency vehicles to travel
down the street.

Ideas needed by members on how to address this
problem. Another Roosevelt resident has recently
brought this matter to the Association’s attention.
More members from Roosevelt are needed.

Oct. 2003

Brush growth between the post
office and the Stone Center. Jeff
Davis. There is no sidewalk on
the post office side of the street,
so pedestrians must walk in the
street, creating a dangerous situation at that curve.

RESOLVED. Thanks to the Faubourg St. John
Neighborhood Association (FSJNA) message board
member who called railroad companies. See article on
page nine. Now, if only a sidewalk was put in place.

Jan. 2004

Drainage problems on Olga
Street.

Mr. Batt has sent a letter to the Department of Public
Works requesting a survey to be done to determine
necessary repairs.

Jan. 2004

Speeding on Dumaine Street.

Four 25 mph speed limit signs have recently been
posted. Ticketing done by NOPD in mid-May.

March 2004

The street on Picheloup Place is in
terrible condition, with huge potholes. It desperately needs to be
resurfaced.

Appropriate City authorities are being alerted to this
problem. This will be a major focus for the Association. Nicole Webre of Mr. Batt’s office took tour of
street in August.

May 2004

Condition of Harding Drive
Bridge.

Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association (FSJNA)
is spearheading the repairs. Latest word is that the
project is now in the City’s hands.

June 2004

Improper parking on Dumaine
near Carrollton making entering
and exiting driveways difficult.

All members who need or desire street marking will
be contacted.
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PARKVIEW OPINION

EDITORIAL

LETTERS

SECURITY PATROL DESERVES SUPPORT

NO LETTERS WERE
RECEIVED THIS
MONTH
_______________________

While this page has consistently supported the continued discussion of how to best combat crime in Parkview, including the merits of forming a special crime prevention district as Lakeview presently has, we are equally in support of
the present voluntary security program that is administered
by the Bayou St. John Neighborhood Security Program.
A core group of volunteers works tirelessly to organize a program that puts a qualified and competent security
guard in the neighborhood on most nights of the week. Why
not each night? There simply isn’t enough money in the
budget to do so. This program relies completely on volunteer
subscribers who pay $66 a quarter for the service. However,
we all benefit from this service, whether we pay for it or not.
The active real estate market, while driving up home
values, has actually had a negative effect on the security program as long time members have moved away leaving holes
on the organization’s rolls. Now, instead of focusing on
growth the board of the security program has to work extra
hard just to keep the number of members at a level to sustain
the program.
The program is now in crisis mode and new members
are desperately needed. If you feel called to join the program
please contact Cathy Pacyna at 482-1772 or mail your check
for the first quarter dues of $66 to Cathy Pacyna, 926 Wilson
Dr., New Orleans, LA 70119.

CITY PARK TRASH
In 1903 if you wanted to have a picnic in City Park
you had to first obtain a permit from the City Park Improvement Association. To guarantee that you’d pick up after
yourself the Park instituted a $1 deposit that was refunded if
the area that you used was clean and free of trash. This measure was wildly successful and picnickers themselves were the
biggest fans. They understood then what we do not understand today - that sometimes incentives are needed to modify
bad behavior. Perhaps a similar policy would help with the
present garbage problem that plagues the Park each Monday.
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Letters may either
be e-mailed to mctullis
@bellsouth.net or simply
mailed to Parkview
Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 791577,
New Orleans, LA 70179.

EDITOR’S NOTE
The Board of the City
Park Improvement Association has announced that it
will begin discussing a master plan to be implemented
in the next few years. The
input of residents of the City
is currently being solicited.
Two meetings will be
held in September and all
those who are interested in
the future of the Park are
strongly encouraged to participate.
In the middle of this
newsletter you will find a
one page questionnaire that
was distributed at the first
meeting in August. Please
fill out the questionnaire and
mail back to City Park so
that they will know which
issues are most important to
you.

PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE
MORE LOCALS ARE BUYING SECOND HOMES IN CITY;
FRENCH QUARTER THE HOT SPOT FOR VACATION HOMES
Everyone knows that one of the reasons that the New Orleans real estate market
continues to be red hot is because of French Quarter condos being purchased as vacation homes by residents from the North and Northeast.
What is news though is that according to a recent article in New Orleans
CityBusiness locals are now getting into
the condo act too, with New Orleanians
buying vacation homes in the Quarter.
“There is a growing trend of people living in Uptown, Kenner or on the North
Shore buying second homes near restaurants and nightlife,” observed one agent.
He said that “partly it’s because appreciation in the French Quarter is the highest
in town, but mostly they want a place to
stay in the city, to entertain people for fun
and for business entertaining.”

Elaine Street property listed for sale in late August.

Condos that are listed move quickly. One agent with French Quarter realty
pointed out that:
“Last year, we had more than 100 condos available around the
French Quarter and Marigny. Now, we have maybe about 30 left.
They’ve really been moving. Maybe 60 percent to 70 percent of these are
from people from out of town who are looking to spend two or three
months here out of the year, Mardi Gras, Jazz Fest, and then just visit occasionally.”
More and more condo listings in Faubourg St. John use Jazz Fest as a selling
point. A one bedroom condo currently available on Ponce de Leon boasts in its ad that
it isn’t just any condominium but a “Jazz Fest condo,” while a pair of small houses for
sale on Maurepas are described as “Jazz Fest cottages.”
Meanwhile, the housing market in New Orleans, including Parkview, continues
to boom. Arthur Sterbcow, president of Latter and Blum, said in an August CityBusiness article that “We’re having a ball. We never ever thought it would ever be this
good this long. Every year we’ve been saying it can’t last, and every year it’s continued
(Continued on the bottom of page 18)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
IMPORTANT NEW ORLEANIANS BURIED IN ST. LOUIS III;
ALEXANDER PUJOL, FIFTH WARD BOSS AND CITY PARK ALLY
Editor’s Note: St. Louis No. III, on Esplanade near the Bayou, is often neglected when
it comes to historical cemetery discussions. St. Louis No. I and St. Louis No. II, at the edge of
the French Quarter, are certainly the favorites of tourists, especially those tourists interested in
voodoo. The Anne Rice fans prefer the Lafayette Cemetery, which is near Commander’s Palace.
And, Metairie Cemetery continues to be the final resting place of the rich.
St. Louis III is important to the families that live in Parkview and Faubourg St. John.
With this article we continue a series profiling individuals who made significant contributions
to the downtown wards who are now buried in St. Louis III.
_________________________
New Orleans has always had its share of ward
bosses, and in the early 20th century no man exemplified this
now extinct breed of extreme parochialism than Alexander
Pujol, the Regular’s (aka “The Ring”) point man for the Fifth
Ward. At the height of Pujol’s power in the early 1900’s the
Fifth Ward represented the area between St. Louis and St.
Philip streets, all the way from the river to City Park. While
Parkview was not developed as a neighborhood until the
1920’s, the land it now occupies was all within Pujol’s control.
Pujol, called Aleck by his friends, was a colorful
character, who, like most ward bosses at that time, dispensed favors and minor city jobs and appointment to supporters. Martin Behrman, who served as mayor for five
terms, from 1904 to 1920, then again from 1925 to 1926,
eventually dying in office, counted Pujol as a close friend
and important lieutenant.
A master of street politics, Pujol was credited with originating the political crayfish
boil, a gathering of a neighborhood to hear speeches and promises. These events, as well as
his gumbos, were copied and repeated by many politicians across the City, regardless of party
affiliation.
Born in 1860 Pujol was of pure French ancestry, his parents coming over from Bordeaux. Attending parochial and private schools, including the Jesuit School on Baronne Street,
Pujol eventually found a job in 1888 with the City Water Works as an engineer, beginning a
long civil service career. He owed his job to Third Ward boss Captain John Fitzpatrick, who
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from previous page )

was then commissioner of public works and who would serve as a mentor for the young Pujol.
Later under the Berhrman administration Pujol became the assessor of the Second District and
then the commissioner of police and public buildings.
Pujol died on his birthday, September 11, 1920 at his home at 916 N. Dorgenois Street.
According to newspaper reports he had been ill for the month leading up to his death, but he
had shown some improvement and a big dinner was planned for his birthday party. The
cause of death was heart disease and diabetes. The funeral was held at his home and he was
buried in St. Louis No. III cemetery.
Congressman James O’Conner said of Pujol in eulogy:
“Alec Pujol is dead. His name is being inscribed today on the list of New Orleans’ really great leaders of men, and that name is destined to live for centuries
in the lore of New Orleans, a name synonymous with iron-bound integrity, keen
business leadership and an unswerving devotion to
the welfare of his fellow men.”
Pujol had many interests including baseball, and as a
young man he served as captain of the Piney Green team of
the Second District. He was also an avid fisherman. He
loved the fire department and was devoted to Pelican Company No. 4 where he was considered an expert in the handling of the ladders.
The neighborhood where Pujol lived on N.
Dorgenois and Dumaine was a Creole enclave. One commentator remembered the Pujol house:
“When one would sit in the Pujol yard, he
would believe himself in France. The grape vines
grew over the spacious arbors. There were always
From Kendall’s History of New Orducks and geese about. The night jasmine bloomed
leans
on the fence and pomegranates lent a beautiful coloring to the scene. The house and properties of Pujol were always kept scrumptiously clean, a work in which Mrs. Pujol’s hands
contributed a big share. He was a good administrator of his own, as well as his
brother’s property.”
Pujol was considered to be a generous man. His hobby was said to be the waif’s home
in Gentilly Terrace, which he visited daily. Having no children of his own, Pujol, would feel
responsible for the care of these children and would do all he could to provide for them. The
gardens and farms at the waif’s home supplied most of the food for the other city institutions,
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page 7)

including the prisons.
His work with prisoners was considered firm
but fair. One friend of Pujol’s said, “Often I have
seen him give the poor unfortunates money from his
own pockets to buy food.” When prisoners working
at the Treme Market heard of Pujol’s death they
“were actually grief stricken.”
Many historians feel that as far as New OrAlex Pujol, at right, reports to Mayor Martin
leans is concerned this generation that Pujol beBehrman.
longed to, who were born during the Civil War and
who came of age in the 1890’s, was this City’s greatest generation. They built and fostered the growth of huge and important social and cultural
institutions, all of which were dedicated to the public good. City Park is perhaps the best example of this. Pujol and other men who lived near the Park and Esplanade Avenue transformed a swamp into a monument to civic pride in 1891 when they organized the City Park
Improvement Association.
Like Mayor Behrman, Pujol was dedicated to the establishment of public works and
public improvements. From 1890 to 1910 the City aggressively paved roads, constructed
sewer and water lines, installed street lamps, and built an impressive street railways system.
At the time of Pujol’s death his old political party was about to lose control of City Hall
as a wave of reformers, encouraged by Baton Rouge, swept into power. Andrew McShane
was elected mayor in 1920. When New Orleanians tired of reformers, as they always do, Behrman and the Old Regulars returned to City Hall in 1925, this time they had to do it without the
help of Alex Pujol.

(Continued from page 1)

of the Park will be present at the meeting to
answer questions concerning this important
development.

DO YOU NEED STREET STRIPING TO
PREVENT CARS FROM BLOCKING
YOUR DRIVEWAY?

Other topics of discussion will likely
include follow up reports on illegal parking
on the Bayou, drainage and litter.

If so, please let the Association
know, as we are currently compiling a list
of residents who would like for the City
to paint yellow lines in front of their
houses that will show visitors where they
can legally park without blocking a driveway. Perhaps we can take care of this
prior to Jazz Fest.

The Board will be meeting in the
weeks prior to the general meeting and will
bring to the membership other matters of
interest as well. If you have any items you
would like to be added to the agenda, please
bring this to the Board’s attention.
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PARKVIEW NEWS
HOW TO REPORT INCIDENTS
If there are any problems, issues or incidents you would like to bring to the attention of the Board of the Association, please fill out an Incident Report form, a copy
of which is included in the center of this newsletter.
All reports are taken seriously. An individual reporting a problem or issue will
be kept abreast of progress regarding the resolution of the matter, including being copied with all correspondences.
Please help us help you.

GRASS BETWEEN POST OFFICE AND MERCY HOSPITAL CUT;
RAILROAD WILL NOW REGULARLY TEND TO AREA
For over a year letters have been sent to numerous City departments asking that the condition of the area between the Post Office and the
Stone Center be investigated. The high grass and
weeds that grew as a result of neglect created a
very dangerous situation where pedestrians traveling from the hospital area to the post office
could not see oncoming traffic. The City never
responded to a single letter sent.
Now, it is clear that the wrong party was
being addressed. An individual discussing this
issue on the Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association’s message board said that he knew
someone with the controlling railroad company
and would make an inquiry into why the area
wasn’t being cut. Within a matter of days a tractor was on the scene turning a wild forest into a
dirt plain.
The driver of the tractor said that property management for the railroad is divided between two departments: operations and real estate. If a train track is used then
the land is managed by the operations division, but if the track is no longer in use, as it
is on Jeff Davis, then the land is managed by the real estate division. There was some
confusion as to who was to cut the grass, but this matter has now been cleared up.
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH;
FLYING HORSES PROPOSAL CONSIDERED—1903
Editor’s Note: In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in the
city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The Times-Democrat. The City Beautiful
movement was in full swing by this time, and its major tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics,
were most evident in New Orleans in the development of parks. Since the development of Parkview is so
closely linked with the development of City Park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how activities at the park were reported a century ago.
The following is from an article in The Daily Picayune from September 1903.
The New Orleans City Park Improvement Association held its annual meeting
last night at its headquarters in the park. A
large number of Commissioners and members were present.

MAINTENANCE
The general work of cleaning and
maintaining the park in first class order was
attended to as usual. The rule adopted two
years ago compelling large picnics to deposit
$1 for the guarantee of cleaning the place occupied by them has been a great help toward
the cleanliness of the park. It has been approved by almost all the picknickers.

Hon. Paul Capdevielle, President,
called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Mr.
Joseph Bernard, Secretary-Treasurer, read
the reports of officers and of standing committees.

WALKS

President Capdevielle said that he
had no annual report to present at this meeting, but he will prepare a written report and
hand it to the Secretary for publication, as
usual, in the printed proceedings of the annual meeting.

The walks at the City Park are the
finest in the country. Never a blade of grass
can be seen growing on same, and they were
resurfaced with a cost of shells, the sides
have been trimmed whenever needed and
watered whenever dusty. We have built
over half a mile of new walks towards Bayou
St. John, which completes the improvements
of all that section between Orleans Avenue,
City Park Avenue, the lakes and Bayou St.
John.

“I am happy to say,” remarked Mr.
Capdevielle, “the Association is in excellent
financial condition with a good balance to its
credit and no debt.”
Treasurer P.M. Schneidu’s report
showed: Balance Sept. 1, 1902, $814.83; from
Secretary, $36,603.90; total, $37, 418. Paid
from Sept. 1, 1902, to date.

LAWNS
The lawns are magnificent, the horse
and lawn mowers having continually been in
use this year.

The report of the Executive Committee, Victor Anseman, Chairman, was as follows:

(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
Polo has been abandoned this summer. It would be well, if the polo players intended to play at the opening season that
they should be given a place where the players could take charge of their own grounds.
We think it would avoid a great deal of the
annoyance that has existed before.

(Continued from previous page)

BRIDGES
We have now six bridges in the park,
two wooden and three stone bridges. The
Alexander bridge, which we reported last
year as being in a bad condition, has been
replaced by a bridge 870 feet in length, 27
feet wide, constructed of brick, concrete and
cement. It has three arches, and is the finest
bridge of the city. It has been dedicated to
Victor Anseman, Chairman of the Executive
Committee.

BASEBALL
The baseball games have been quite a
revenue since the Board decided to charge 50
cents for each permit for baseball played in
the park. We have had as much as twenty
games on a Sunday, and all the players seem
to be pleased, provided their ground is kept
in good condition.

DRIVEWAYS
We have not increased the drives this
year on account of lack of funds. We intend
soon to build a double drive to start at the
entrance of the park on Esplanade Avenue
up the avenue to the round circle, where a
bridge has to be built, then down the circle
with a single drive fronting the rear wood
towards Orleans Avenue; then toward City
Park Avenue, then back to Anseman bridge
and out to Alexander Street. The drive will
be about two and a half miles, and will cost,
with the bridges, about $16,000.

HEDGING
The hedging along the park avenues
makes a fine appearance. We intend at the
coming season to plant over all that portion
fronting Bayou St. John, from the Esplanade
gate down to Monroe Avenue, which was
planted a year ago and died for the want of
water.

PLAY GROUNDS
The portion of the park designed for
games has been kept in good condition
throughout the year.
GOLF GROUND

TREES

That portion of the park known as the
golf ground has been taken care of by the
Club, which has kept three men almost all
the time. They have all the implements necessary, and, besides, pay a rental to the park
fund of $240 a year.

We have planted a large quantity of
trees this year. We have been a little more
successful than last year, although we have
lost a large percentage. We have about 400
pine trees growing which are an ornament to
the park.

POLO

(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
FEED FOR ANIMALS

(Continued from previous page)

The bill for feed has been about ordinary. We have stored in the barn enough hay
for the coming winter for all our stock.

FLOWER BEDS
We have built have a dozen new beds
this year. Some are so artistic in their design
that it draws the attention and admiration of
every visitor to the park. Credit for this is
due Mr. Brocker, the gardener of the park.

EMPLOYEES
We have kept all the year round
twelve men: one park keeper, one gardener,
one assistant gardener, one boat man and
carpenter, one driver and seven laborers. We
are well pleased with our men, who are all
industrious and reliable.

LAKES
The lakes of the park are in first-class
condition, the water is clean and clear, being
changed at every opportunity. The method
of changing the water is very simple. It is
taken from Bayou St. John and emptied into
Orleans Canal through a system of large
pipes and valves. Boating and fishing are
great attractions to the park and bring a large
revenue to its fund. The lakes cover an area
of about thirty acres.

BUILDINGS
Buildings are all in good state of preservation. We have built two “gentlemen’s
toilets” which cost quite a little sum of
money. We intend for next spring to paint all
the buildings, which have not been painted
in three years.

NURSERIES

WATER

The nursery is well supplied with
magnolias, catalpas, umbrellas, a dozen varieties of conifers, camphor trees, crepe myrtle, hedging and a good many other plants.

The need of water at the park has
been this year greater than ever. We have
tried to get the water works, but the expense
is too great; it will cost from seven to eight
thousand dollars. We have been assured that
Canal Street will soon be asphalted and that
the pipes of water works and sewage will be
laid before the work will be started. It will
bring the pipes much nearer than they are
now, and therefore, reduce the cost to the
park a great deal.

DEER
The deer are dong very well. We
have had an increase of four, born in the
park.
DRAINAGE

TOOLS AND IMPLEMENTS

The drainage of the park is now under control. We have dug a large ditch 4,000
feet long, 4 to 5 feet deep and 5 feet wide,
costing a good sum of money on account of a
ridge about 900 across, and about 4 feet high
in the center. We have been obliged to dig
much deeper and place 22 inch clay tiles in
the bottom so as to run the drainage through.

All tools and implements are in good
condition. We have now two McCormick
machines, two horse lawn mowers, four
hand lawn mowers, two carts, one horse
rakes and two watering carts, etc.
(Continued on next page
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“Speaking in my official capacity as
Mayor of the City of New Orleans, I desire to
convey to the Board of Commissioners the
sincere thanks of the people of New Orleans
for having made the park what it now is, a
more beautiful and handsome resort for the
public.”

(Continued from previous page )

REVENUES
Revenues have been from the following sources. Bent of refreshment stand, of
carrousel, of Ferris wheel, of Shetland ponies, of skiffs, or tables, of water barrel and
of fishing. Sale of hay, of grass, of old wood
and of whatever plants we have too much of
benefits of our two festivals, which altogether bring a nice round sum of money.

Commissioner Weinfurter took the
floor to thank the Board of Commissioners
on behalf of Sergeant Geo. Cellos, of the Louisiana Field Artillery, to whom the Board donated a gold medal for bravery in saving a
boy from electrocution by a live wire at the
festival on July 4. The Sergeant was an overcome with surprise and emotion on receiving
the medal that he could not say a word. He
gave Captain Sidney Story, who presented
the gift, a military salute and walked away.
Mr. Weinfurter said that Sergeant Cellos had
asked him to convey his deepest sentiments
of appreciation and of thanks to the Board.

GENERAL BEHAVIOR
The general behavior of the public
visiting the park has been of the very best.
We have had a few arrests, but we hope to
get rid of the kind of people not wanted at
the park. The crowds coming to the park
have been greater than ever, and it goes to
show that the parks are the coming resorts of
the city.

A vote of thanks was tendered the
local press, on motion of Colonel Louis A.
Richards.

CONCERTS
Concerts and vitascope have been
well applauded by the public.

President Capdevielle announced
that he will appoint the Executive Committee and the Finance Committee at the next
regular meeting of the Commissioners, Sept.
16.

TRANSPORTATION
The railroad facilities to the park are
now the very best. The park is reached by the
Canal Belt, Esplanade Belt and the Orleans
Road. These three lines are capable of handling any crowd in very short time.

It was announced that there will be
music at the park for two more Sundays this
season: September 13 and September 20.

The report of the Executive Committee was received with applause.
Mr. Gus Duplantier, a member of the
City Park Association, moved that a vote of
thanks be tendered to the Board of Commissioners for their excellent work. The motion
was unanimously adopted. President Capdevielle said:

Scene on Bayou, Afternoon of Friday August 20.
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PARKVIEW PSA
Bayou St. John Neighborhood Security Program, Inc.
JOIN TODAY!
BAYOU ST. JOHN NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY PROGRAM
Did you know that our neighborhood has a private security program? If you are not
aware of the program or have procrastinated joining, please note the following:
•

•
•
•
•

We know from New Orleans Police Department statistics that
crime is lower in the area patrolled by Swissguard than in the
surrounding neighborhoods.
Swissguard provides an escort service for members returning to
their homes after dark.
Swissguard will check members’ homes while they are away on
business or vacation.
Swissguard is affordable, $66 per quarter (roughly $.72 a day)
for singles and duplexes. Special rates for multi-family units.
Volunteers manage the Bayou St. John Neighborhood Security
Program.

Only 20% of the residents in the Bayou St. John Security area pay for the security service. We currently have guard service only eight hours a day for 21 days per month.
An increase in the number of paying members will enable us to increase the hours and
days of guard surveillance. If you are a member, please talk with your neighbors
about the importance of supporting this program. If you are not a member, join today.
To join, complete the form below and send it with your quarterly check for $66 made
payable to BSJNSP to: Cathy Pacyna, 926 Wilson Dr., New Orleans, LA 70119.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ________________________________________________________________________
NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS: _________________________________________________

A PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

14

PARKVIEW EVENTS

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday
September 3
8:00 PM

COMEDY
Fair Grinds Coffeehouse
Jimmy Ross presents a show of comedy and
wit

Saturday
September 11
8:30 AM

ROAD RACE IN CITY PARK
New Orleans Track Club holds 5K to benefit
Each one Save One. The race at Roosevelt
Mall

Saturday
September 18
9:00 AM

CITY PARK MASTER PLAN MEETING
Come and listen to plans for the Park’s future. Pavilion of the Two Sisters

Friday
September 24
6:00 PM

PARLOR JAZZ
Fair Grinds Coffeehouse
Great traditional New Orleans jazz

Monday
September 27
6:00 PM

CITY PARK MASTER PLAN MEETING
Come and listen to plans for the Park’s future. Pavilion of the Two Sisters

YES, I WANT TO JOIN THE PARKVIEW NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOC.
Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
Circle One:

Individual ($15)

Please cut out and mail to:

Family ($25)

Parkview Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 791577
New Orleans, LA 70179-1577
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
BAYOU ST. JOHN IN LOUISIANA HISTORY (Part II)
Bienville explains the importance of Bayou St. John
Editor’s Note: The Bayou St. John area has largely been ignored by historians. While
bookcases buckle under the weight of works produced on the French Quarter and on Uptown,
particularly the Garden District, only one book has ever been written on the Bayou - Edna
Freiberg’s self published Bayou St. John in Colonial Louisiana 1699-1803 (1980).
What this new monthly series in Notes and Issues will do is glean from books, articles
and manuscripts any mention of the Bayou that may not be generally referenced or cited. It is
hoped that as this series progresses over a period of many years we can begin to give Bayou St.
John her due and in turn make available to others a modest bibliography.

Mississippi Provincial Archives
In the first installment in this series a letter
from Claiborne concerning the Canal of Bernard
Marigny was discussed. As you may recall this
letter was included in a six volume set of Claiborne letters published by the Mississippi State
Department of Archives and History in 1917.
Dunbar Rowland, who was the director of this department, spearheaded this project, and his efforts
with the Claiborne letters proved to be solid experience for a more ambitious undertaking.
In the late 1920’s Rowland felt it was important that Mississippi begin an examination of
France’s colonial archives with the idea that copies would be made of important documents relating to France’s role in the Gulf Coast. The result of this project was the three volume
set Mississippi Provincial Archives. The memoirs that are discussed here are from the
third volume of that set.
In 1725 the King ordered Bienville back to France, where he stayed until 1732,
living quietly in Paris. Because the Louisiana colony was not considered a great success by many in Paris, Bienville often had to defend the colony. In that defense he
wrote memoirs of his colonial administration of Louisiana. The following is from Bienville’s memoirs, written in about 1726.
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW BOOK HISTORY
(Continued from previous page)

After having made a survey of all the posts of Louisiana it now
remains for me only to speak of the capital city. I do not intend at all to
give here a description or a census of it. The Company must have received both from Mr. de La Chaise to whom I transmitted a copy of the
one that I had made before my shipwreck. I shall content myself only
with saying that it is advantageously situated in the center of the French
plantations, near enough to receive from them the assistance that is necessary for it and reciprocally to furnish the settlers with the things they
need which they come and obtain from its warehouses. Bayou St. John
which is behind the city is of such great convenience because of the communication which it affords with Lake Pontchartrain and consequently
with the sea that it cannot be esteemed too highly. In order to facilitate
the navigation of it it would be
necessary to clear it out, that is to
say to remove from it all the tree
trunks with which it is filled and
even blocked in many places and
to fell all the trees that hang over
the banks and threaten to fall into
it.
A good settler on this bayou
named Rivart offers to undertake
this work and promises to complete it in three years because no
1728 Map of New Orleans
work can be done on it except
when the water is low. For that
purpose he asks that we lend him the pulleys, iron tools and ropes necessary and that the Company grant him as a concession one side of the low
land along this bayou as far as the lake which is about three quarters of a
league. This is land subject to overflow which he would drain by ditches
in order to make pastures. This proposal appears to me to be advantageous and so inexpensive for the Company and of such great assistance
for New Orleans that I do not think that it ought to be rejected. We have
no reason to fear that the enemies will come to disturb the peace of the
inhabitants of New Orleans where at any time whatsoever it is sufficient
to have three companies both for its safety and for that of the posts that
might perhaps need assistance.

(Continued on top of next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from previous page )

It is possible the “good settler” that offers to clear the Bayou, identified here as
Rivart, was a member of the Antoine Rivard de Lavigne family, who had substantial
concessions in the Bayou area. According to Edna Freiberg’s Bayou St. John in Colonial
Louisiana, 1699-1803, Antoine Rivard de Lavigne, who shows up in the 1706 Louisiana
census, settled a small concession on the east bank of Bayou St. John in 1708. By 1721
he had acquired additional arpent fronts on the east bank of the Bayou, with his plantation running from today’s Grand Route St. John all the way to DeSaix Boulevard.

CITY TO OFFER ON LINE PERMITTING AND LAND MANAGEMENT
In the very near future businesses and individuals seeking permits with the Department of Safety and Permits will be able to do so online, thanks to a centralized database currently being implemented by City Hall, according to an August 16 article in
New Orleans CityBusiness.
The database software is being developed by Accela, Inc. An official with Accela said that “New Orleans has taken itself from being a late adopter of technology to
thrusting itself into the forefront. As far as we are concerned, New Orleans is our
showcase site for all the latest and greatest technology.”
How far has New Orleans come in the technology world? Accela has awarded
New Orleans its Trendsetter of the Year Award, given to the city that has done the
most to push technology forward. Other cities in the running for the award included
Phoenix, Washington, D.C., and Palo Alto, California.

(Continued from page 5)

to perform beyond our wildest expectations.” To illustrate his point he said that home
sales for the first six months of 2004 were $3 billion, while the total sales for the first six
months of 2001 were $2.1 billion.
Many of the agents interviewed said that individuals who are looking to buy
should do so now. And this goes for new construction too. Despite rising building material costs, real estate professionals predict continued robust sales. The demand for
new housing is so great that many can’t afford to find lots to build on. According to an
official with the Home Builders Association of Greater New Orleans, “The subdivisions right now are not coming on line as quick as the people want to build homes. I
think building’s going to remain healthy for new construction and existing home sales,
also.”
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PARKVIEW NEWS
JAY BATT STAFFER TAKES WALKING TOUR OF PARKVIEW;
NOTES PROBLEMS AND DISCUSSES SOLUTIONS
Nicole Webre, Legislative Aid to Councilman Jay
Batt, spent the afternoon of Friday August 13 in Parkview,
taking note of some of the more pressing neighborhood
problems and discussing long term solutions. The afternoon
started with a quick lunch meeting at Ralph’s on the Park
where a written outline of the main problem areas was presented to Ms. Webre. These problem areas included the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Illegal parking on Bayou St. John;
Lack of drainage on Olga Street;
Street work repair needed on Picheloup;
Harding Drive Bridge in need of repair;
Storm drains that were not working

Ms. Webre looks at the missing boards on the Magnolia
Garden Bridge at Harding
Drive.

Ms. Webre brought along her camera and took many
photos for her report. She asked many questions of what
she observed and recorded answers in a notebook.
Ms. Webre is already hard at work investigating
many of the issues reviewed that afternoon. She copies
Parkview with all correspondences that she initiates and
that she receives.

Ms. Webre shoots a photo of
a huge hole on Picheloup
Place.

Regarding street repairs, a major topic of discussion,
Ms. Webre said that it is all a matter of getting on the repair
list then getting the individual project in the budget. However, she cautioned that even when a street gets on the list,
there are many obstacles and roadblocks that can delay or
impede progress.
Ms. Webre should be a familiar face for those who
attend the Parkview meetings. She is often present representing Mr. Batt’s office. Whenever there is a problem in
Parkview she is often the first person to be contacted to coordinate action.
Ms. Webre is a native and life long New Orleanian,
and a graduate of Tulane University.
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Ms. Webre takes photos of
the lack of storm drains on
Olga Street. Note: There are
no gutters either..

PARKVIEW POETRY

My Captain
Dear Captain Kangaroo,
It is all so quiet now
until I hear the news.
Then eulogies begin.
To think we never knew
how long you were in pain and no one wrote to you
to say that we are grown
and busy in our lives raising children too.
Your memory survives.
In the storage shed,
in corduroy once red,
by the ears he hangs his spectacles askew that bunny from the past
I once hung out to dry.
From the corner of my eye
I see him now and then
remembering our days the carrot-colored sun our futures all ablaze.
Now that day is done.
- Maxine Cassin
Maxine Cassin lives in New Orleans. Her poems have appeared in The New York
Times, The Chicago Review Anthology and other journals. The above poem “My Captain” was
read by Garrison Keillor on the Writer’s Almanac. For over twelve years she has been a volunteer poetry teacher at the Uptown Square Shepherd Center and was honored by the Archdiocese
for this contribution.
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