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THREAT OF HURRICANE IVAN CAUSES MANY 
RESIDENTS TO BOARD UP HOMES AND LEAVE  

 Many Parkview residents responded to Mayor 
Nagin’s call for a voluntary evacuation by boarding up 
their homes, packing the family and pets into the SUV, 
and hitting the road. 
 
 Parkview Board 
Member John Bankston 
left his Dumaine Street 
home late Tuesday 
morning.  “The storm 
looked like it was coming 
up the river at the time so 
we decided to leave 
because of the possibility 
of very high water levels in the City,” said Mr. Bankston 
in an e-mail interview.  He added that this was his first 
evacuation. 
 
 Regarding the drive, Mr. Bankston said that the 
trip from New Orleans to Baton Rouge took six hours. His 
final destination was Magnolia, Texas, which is just north 
of Houston.  “Lots of fun, he said.” 
 
 The streets around the Bayou were deserted by late 
morning on Wednesday, September 15, the day that these 
photos were taken.  On Delgado Avenue, Graham and 
Lilly Preston, pictured on the next page, were kicking a 
soccer ball back and forth. Asked by neighbor Jim Buras if 
his family was evacuating, Graham, a teenager, responded 
no, adding that the hurricane was going to hit Mobile.  Mr. 
Buras said to the photographer, “This kid is really smart.” 
 
 Smart indeed. But the young Mr. Preston did have 

(Continued on next page) 

   

FALL MEETING TO BE 
HELD OCTOBER 19TH 
 

City Park Official to Speak 
 
 T h e  P a r k v i e w 
Neighborhood Association 
will hold its Fall meeting on 
Tuesday October 19 at 7:30 
PM at the home of Ronald 
Plaisance, 4000 Delgado 
Avenue. 
 
 Guest speaker of 
note will be Bob Becker, 
longtime CEO of City Park, 
who will give a presentation 
on the Park’s new master 
plan. 
 
 Zoning issues may 
also be discussed, particu-
larly as related to a possible 
request for a map change or 
variance on Dumaine Street. 
 

(Continued on bottom of  next page) 

IRONS MOVES TO CDC 

See Page 19 for Story 
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FROM PAGE ONE 
 
some distinguished company with his prediction.  Dr. 
Steve Lyons, the hurricane expert with the Weather 
Channel, said on Tuesday evening that if you live in 
New Orleans “not to panic.”  He reaffirmed the view 
of his station, which was shared by the National 
Hurricane Center, that the storm would make a north 
north-eastern turn, which it eventually did.  However, 
the storm’s kissing of the mouth of the Mississippi, 
turn or no turn, was little comfort for many in the 
Crescent City. 
 
 The Holloway Family left its Harding Drive  
bungalow and headed to Baton Rouge, where a daughter attending LSU has a house.  “We 
boarded up the windows, removed all the plants and loose items to the garage, packed up 
clothes, valuables, pictures, took an ice chest full of frozen food and struck out for Baton 
Rouge in a three car caravan.  We thought the causeway would be best since everyone else 
was stuck on I-10, but the ride to Mandeville took two hours and fifteen minutes,” said 
Bob Holloway, in an e-mail interview. 
 
 Many of those who did stay did so only after carefully weighing their options.  
Gina Ferrara, of Taft Place, said “after much deliberation, my husband and I decided not 
to evacuate. We weren’t so much worried about flooding since we live above a basement 
and on the Esplanade Ridge. Wind, however, was a concern.”  Asked what it was like 
during the storm itself, Ms. Ferrara said, “It was eerily quiet with all of the houses being 
boarded up and evacuated. Fortunately, the hurricane shifted more northerly and the calm 
lasted longer than just before the storm.” 
 
 Bill Peltier, who lives in a newly built home on 
Moss Street, pictured at right, had green storm 
shutters built into his house.  “I wanted them to be  
both functional and decorative, but they ended up 
being about 75 percent decorative and 25 percent 
functional,” said Mr. Peltier.  “My house may look 
like a fort from Moss Street, but it isn’t,” he said, 
adding that he spent the storm at his family’s home in 
Thibodaux.  

(Continued from page 1) 

 Other topics of discussion will likely include follow up reports on illegal parking on 
the Bayou, drainage and litter.  An agenda for the meeting is included in the center of this 
newsletter. As always, if you have a matter that you would like to bring to the group’s atten-
tion, please let us know prior to the meeting either by calling 483-0733 or sending an e-mail to 
marktullis@bellsouth.net.    

(Continued from page 1) 
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PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS 
 
NOTE:  If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take ac-
tion on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net.  
DATE  
PROBLEM 
RE-
PORTED 

DESCRIPTION OF   
PROBLEM 

STATUS 
OF RESOLUTION 

Feb. 2003 Parking of vehicles on the banks 
of the Bayou, especially near the 
Magnolia Gardens/Harding 
Bridge. 

Latest idea is to put high curbing stones along Moss 
Street to prevent cars from driving on the levee. While 
the Levee Board said for us to contact the City regard-
ing this matter, the City says for us to contact the City 
Park Improvement Association.  Jay Batt’s office is 
assisting.  A letter has been sent to Cabrini Admini-
stration asking it to consider having its detail security 
officer to tell parents that to park on the Bayou is ille-
gal.  No response from Cabrini. 

March 2003 Roosevelt.  Automobiles parked 
improperly make it difficult for 
large emergency vehicles to travel 
down the street. 

Ideas needed by members on how to address this 
problem.  Another Roosevelt resident has recently 
brought this matter to the Association’s attention.  
More members from Roosevelt are needed. 

Jan. 2004 Drainage problems on Olga 
Street. 

Mr. Batt has sent a letter to the Department of Public 
Works requesting a survey to be done to determine 
necessary repairs.  

Jan. 2004 Speeding on Dumaine Street. Four 25 mph speed limit signs have recently been 
posted.   

March 2004 The street on Picheloup Place is in 
terrible condition, with huge pot-
holes. It desperately needs to be 
resurfaced. 

Appropriate City authorities are being alerted to this 
problem.  This will be a major focus for the Associa-
tion.  Nicole Webre of Mr. Batt’s office took tour of 
street in August. 

May 2004 Condition of Harding Drive 
Bridge. 

Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association (FSJNA)
is spearheading the repairs.  Latest word is that the 
project is now in the City’s hands. 

June 2004 Improper parking on Dumaine 
near Carrollton making entering 
and exiting driveways difficult. 

All members who need or desire street marking will 
be contacted.  Board is embarking on a project to ask 
the City to strip areas around driveways to give guid-
ance to drivers. 

 PARKVIEW PROBLEMS 
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EDITORIAL 
 
CITY PARK,  THE WORKINGMAN’S PARK  
 
 The City Park Improvement Association, which was 
formed in 1891 and continues to operate the Park today, was 
organized by a group of men who lived in the general area 
around the Park.  According to William and Sally Reeves’ 
Historic City Park, “The Association’s combined charter sign-
ers and first board members included seven [additional] po-
litical figures and nineteen [additional] businessmen. They all 
lived in Bayou St. John, Mid-City and Faubourg Marigny 
neighborhoods.”  Esplanade Avenue alone produced three of 
the Park’s first five Board presidents, including future Mayor 
Paul Capdevielle.    
 
 The Reeves’ history points out that in the late 19th 
century it was another park that got most of the City’s atten-
tion.  “As the 1880’s drew on, many sanguine guidebooks of 
the day extolled the virtues of New Orleans but failed to 
mention City Park in their rolls of places to visit.  By contrast, 
Audubon Park featured prominently in these publications as 
it grew to a reality two years after the close of the World’s 
Exposition and Cotton Centennial in 1886.”  
 
 Some of the Americans in the Uptown Wards looked 
down at what these Creole gentlemen were trying to do for 
the working class who lived in the Bayou St. John area.  Men 
like Capdevielle, Felix Dreyfous, Victor Anseman and Aristee 
L. Tissot, and others, all of whom the Uptown elites viewed 
as part of New Orleans machine politics, decided to call a 
meeting in June of 1891 to redeem their park.  Historic City 
Park noted that every man that was present at this meeting 
lived below Canal Street, and that while these men may have 
had differing political alliances, “City Park and their 
neighborhood crossed the lines of their differences.”   
 
 Today City Park is on the verge of undergoing huge 
changes as many different constituencies are pulling at the 
Board’s purse strings and planning maps. It is imperative that 
the neighborhoods that have been a part of the Park’s found-
ing and history be included in decision making regarding the 
Park’s future.  Those who live in these neighborhoods, many 
of which are working class, need to make their views heard in 
the strongest of manner.  

LETTERS 
  
NO LETTERS WERE  
RECEIVED THIS 
MONTH 
_______________________ 
  
 Letters may either 
be e-mailed to marktullis 
@bellsouth.net or simply 
mailed to Parkview 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 791577, 
New Orleans, LA  70179. 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
 Renewal notices 
will be sent out shortly.  
This will be the first re-
newal drive for our young 
Association.  Please con-
sider renewing your 
membership. 
 
 Those who joined 
in the Association’s first 
year, 2003, had their 
memberships carried over 
into 2004.  
 
 If you decide not to 
renew your membership, 
please let us know why.  
The only way we can im-
prove is to understand 
our weaknesses. 
 
 

PARKVIEW OPINION 
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 PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE 

REVIEW OF SUMMER REAL ESTATE MARKET:  INVENTORY 
STEADY BUT ASKING PRICES SOMETIMES REDUCED 
 
 A new yard sign spotted in Parkview this Summer was one marked “reduced,” 
as some homeowners wishing to sell had to come down from their original listing 
price.  And even then there was no guarantee of a quick sale. 
 
 As of late September, of the 18 Parkview houses that have been listed (with an 
asking price) at some time in 2004,  10 have had reductions in the original asking price. 
However, it must be pointed out that often these reductions were only in the 10 - 15 
percent range.     
 
 Seven homes in Parkview have been reported sold this year, according to The 
Times-Picayune, but only four of those homes were ever listed (with an asking price).  
Of these four, one sold for above the asking price, one for the asking price and the 
other two at below the asking price, although only slightly below (five percent). 
 
 Inventory has remained constant over the Summer, with an average of 25 single 
family homes priced at over $200,000 available in the 70119 zip code, which includes 
not only Parkview and the City Park area, but Mid-City and Faubourg St. John as well. 
 
 One interesting development over the Summer has been how many “For Sale 
By Owner” signs have been replaced with the signs of established agents.  In fact, as of 
this late September date not a single “For Sale by Owner” sign can be seen in Park-
view.    
 
  

Number of Single Family Homes in 70119 Zip Code For Sale at Over $200,000, Week by 
Week from June Through September
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PARKVIEW  MINUTES 

MINUTES OF FIFTH MEETING 
OF 

THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
OF  

THE PARKVIEW NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 
 The fifth meeting of The General Membership of the Parkview Neighborhood Associa-
tion was held on Tuesday July 20, 2004 at 7:30 PM at Bill Peltier’s house, 919 Moss Street. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The following Board Members were present:  Andy Anderson, Charlie Bishop, Mary 
 Lou Main, Mark Tullis. 
 

The following members were present:  John and 
Mignon Bankston, Deena Bedigian, Michael Des-
Jardins, A.J. and Joyce Lionnet, William Peltier, 
Vivien Tullis, Dolly Barrios, Sharon Chrestia, 
Tom Cloke, Cookie Fulham, Elizabeth Hahn, Al-
ice and Bob Holloway, Kathleen Leach, Shelia 
Leach, and Lorraine McGinley. 

 
The following guest was present:  Meg Lousteau, 
Executive Director, Louisiana Landmarks Soci-
ety. 

 
II. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Charlie Bishop, Treasurer, reported that the Association’s account has a balance of 
$706.24.  Mr. Bishop said that all fund on hand are from membership dues. Expenses 
since the last meeting have been for the internet site and the newsletter.   

 
III. MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 
 It was reported that there are currently 83 paid members of the Association.  This in
 cludes two businesses:  Fellini’s Café and Parkview Tavern. 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 A. PARKING ON THE BAYOU 
 

The membership discussed the continuing problem of illegal parking on the banks of 
Bayou St. John.  The Board has continually asked for the City ordinance related to park-
ing to be enforced; however, the City has either responded by saying that it does not 
have the manpower to enforce the ordinance or by saying that the signage on the 
Bayou is improper.  Either way, illegal parking continues, and there is little faith that 
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 PARKVIEW MINUTES 

the City will properly address the problem.   
 
The membership decided to continue looking into having the City erect high curbing in 
order to prevent parking on the Bayou. The membership responded that this should 
only be a last option.  There are questions over who has jurisdiction on the matter – the 
City or the Levee Board. 
 
Cabrini High School will continue to be contacted to ask for its assistance with this mat-
ter; however, the school’s administration has already said that it can’t do anything 
more than remind parents that it is illegal for them to park on the Bayou.  It was 
pointed out, however, that Cabrini does employ a uniformed police officer in the after-
noon, and that perhaps this police officer can address the parents. 

 
B. WISNER BIKE PATH 
 
A memo recently circulated stated that the funding for the bike path is making pro-
gress and that work should begin soon after funding has been finalized. 
 
C. DRAINAGE 
 
Some members reported that their storm drains are still inoperable, including those in 
front of the following member’s homes:  Cloke, Chrestia, Bankston, and Anderson, as 
well as on St. John’s Court. 
 

 D. SPECIAL CRIME PREVENTION DISTRICT 
 

This matter was again discussed at great length.  A number of members spoke in favor 
of the present voluntary system, citing that if more Parkview residents joined, then the 
patrol hours could be extended.  Andy Anderson, who is on the Board of the Bayou St. 
John Security Program, said that the program desperately needs new members to re-
place those who have moved away. 
 
Others spoke in favor of a special crime prevention district, such as Lakeview currently 
has.   

 
E. MEETING WITH THE MAYOR 
 
Earlier in July Mayor Nagin met with officials 
from various neighborhood associations. A 
Board member from Parkview was present at 
the meeting and reported on the meeting.  The 
Mayor was told that the primary concerns of 
Parkview residents were:  crime, zoning en-
forcement and drainage.  Crime was an impor-
tant concern for nearly all who spoke. 
 

Day of hurricane cars are lined up on 
high ground of Bayou levee. 
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PARKVIEW MINUTES 

The residency requirement for police officers was also discussed at the meeting with 
the Mayor.  Members of the Parkview Neighborhood Association discussed this issue, 
and at the end of the discussion a show of hands was asked for of those who support 
ending the residency requirement.  Every member present except two supported end-
ing the residency requirement. 
 
F. STREETS AND PUBLIC WORKS 
 
The street signs at the intersection of City Park 
Avenue and Carrollton need to be improved.  
Because of the streetcar line the curbing and 
island neutral ground at that intersection has 
not been replaced, causing drivers problems in 
knowing where to travel. 
 

 G. DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
 

The next general meeting will be held in Octo-
ber.  The membership approved the concept of 
having meetings at the home of members. 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. PICHELOUP PLACE 
 

A member from Picheloup Place, Cookie Fulham, asked the Association’s help in get-
ting the street repaired. She said that it was in horrible condition and is not quite dan-
gerous, especially for cars pulling off of Dumaine Street.   
 
B. REPORTED CRIMES 
 
A car burglary on Picheloup was reported, as was a home burglary on Delgado.   
 
C. OTHER PROBLEMS 
 
A member complained about noise problems with Tyler’s Bar.  The Board said it would 
send an incident form to the member so that the problem could be addressed. Tyler’s 
has been asked a number of times to become a member of the Association but no re-
sponse has ever been received. 
 
A member mentioned the fliers that Fellini’s uses to advertise her business, saying that 
often the fliers will be blown off door handles and gates, and then end up in the street 
or in the storm drains.   

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 

900 block of Wilson Drive nearly empty on 
day Hurricane Ivan is to make landfall. 
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 PARKVIEW HURRICANE 

RECENT HURRICANE SIMILAR IN PATH TO UNNAMED 1906 
STORM THAT DAMAGED BAYOU ST. JOHN AREA 
 
 In late September 1906 a 
hurricane packing 145 mile per 
hour winds slammed into the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast at Pensa-
cola.  The path, as indicated at 
the map at right, which this hur-
ricane took, especially its later 
stages into the central Gulf of 
Mexico, is similar to the storm of 
just two weeks ago.   
 
 This Category Four 1906 
storm landed at Pensacola on 
September 27 with 12 feet tidal 
surges. Property damage in Pen-
sacola and Mobile was exten-
sive, and 134 lives were lost.   
 
 While this 1906 hurricane 
hit well to the east of New Or-
leans, the City still sustained 
much damage from the winds.  
An article from The Daily Picayune, with the headline “SUBURBAN  DAMAGED Re-
ports from the Cemeteries and Bayou St. John” tells of the storm’s results: 
 

 In the suburbs quite a good deal of damage was done.  About fifty feet of the fence 
of the First Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s Cemetery, on Anthony Street, be-
tween Canal and Iberville Street, was blown down. The damage will amount to 
about $50. About twenty-five feet of the brick wall of the Hebrew Cemetery, Con-
gregation Dispersed of Judah, on Canal Street, between Anthony and between Ca-
nal and Iberville Streets, was damaged about $40. A large tree in the Cemetery 
was blown down, too. The tin roof of R.W. Westerfield’s saloon on Sauvage and 
Fair Grounds was blown down. The damage will amount to about $300.   
 
 The schooner Rosa L No. 2, owner by Captain L. Scott, and loaded with pine 
knots, was sunk in the Old Basin, at the intersection of Hagan Avenue. The value 
of the schooner and cargo was not ascertained. The cottage 337 Pierce Street, 
owned by H.E. Brady, was damaged about $200. 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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PARKVIEW HURRICANE 

 About 75 feet of the fence of the Boy’s House of Refuge, on City Park Avenue, was 
blown down, and the roof of the place was badly damaged. About 40 feet of a fence 
on a lot at the corner of Broad and Esplanade was blown down. The fence of the 
residence of Mrs. P. Purcell, at 1086 City Park Avenue, was damaged about $15. 
A number of large trees in the City Park were blown down. 

 
 The police were unable to go to Spanish Fort on the roadway, as the water was 

driven on  the highway and makes it impassable for the present. 
 
 Editor’s Note:  Some City Park Avenue house numbers were changed in the 
early 20th century, so always cross list numbers with city directories before concluding 
that a City Park Avenue address from 1906 indicates the same house with the same ad-
dress today. 

(Continued from page 9) 

FSJNA ANNUAL BAYOU CLEANUP RESCHEDULED FOR  
SATURDAY OCTOBER 2, STARTING AT 10:00 AM 
 
 Hurricane Ivan canceled a slew of 
local events, including the Faubourg St. 
John Neighborhood Association’s annual 
Bayou Cleanup, which has been resched-
uled for Saturday October 2.  Those who 
are interested in helping clean the Bayou 
are asked to gather at 10:00 AM at the 
Magnolia Garden Bridge, which is at 
Harding Drive. 
 
 Maria Rodosta, of Dumaine Street, 
who organizes this important annual 
function, said that helping keep the 
Bayou beautiful is a good way to celebrate “our good luck of having Ivan take a detour 
from New Orleans.” 
 
 Those who regularly attend this annual event will attest to it being a good time.  
Food and drinks are provided.  If you have a favorite rake or shovel, bring it along, 
otherwise everything else will be provided for you.  Old tennis shoes are highly rec-
ommended. 
 
 This event is usually coordinated with the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation 
Beach Sweep, and receives much publicity, but because of Hurricane Ivan, all of the 
events were called off.    
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 PARKVIEW HISTORY 

CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH; 
Electric Lights Along City Park Avenue—1901 
 
 Editor’s Note:  In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in the 
city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The Times-Democrat.  The City Beautiful 
movement was in full swing by this time, and its major tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics, 
were most evident in New Orleans in the development of parks.  Since the development of Parkview is so 
closely linked with the development of City Park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how ac-
tivities at the park were reported a century ago.   
  
 The following is from an article in The Daily Picayune from October 1901. 

 The twenty-five electric lights which are to be given to City Park by the city will  
soon be installed. At the meeting of the commissioners yesterday places were selected 
for their erection. About twelve will be placed on the other side of the lake, and the 
remainder will be placed principally at the ends of the grounds, which have heretofore 
been poorly lighted. 
 
 The increased number of electric 
lights will be of service also along Metairie 
Road, as that thoroughfare is not lighted. 
 
 Plans were adopted also for the 
erection of a stone bridge spanning the 
lake. The bridge will be built just between 
the two bridges that are now in use, and 
will be erected to the memory of Miss 
Langles, who, with her mother, was 
drowned in the Burgogne disaster, leaving 
the City Park $500 in her will. 
 
 The bridge will be one of the handsomest pieces of work in the park.  It will be 
substantial, and at the same time pretty.  It is expected to cost several hundred dollars. 
 
 The report of the superintendent showed the revenues of the park during the 
month to be $538. Superintendent Anseman stated that the plants and shrubs were in 
good condition, and the whole park was kept in good shape. The making of hay has 
been the means of increasing the park revenues considerably, and during the month 
almost the entire attention of the employees was given to that work, though not too 
much so as to interfere with the condition of the resort. 
 
 Mayor Capdevielle presided at the meeting. Secretary Joseph Bernard and a 
large number of the commissioners were present. It was the first meeting that Mayor 
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PARKVIEW HISTORY 

Capdevielle attended since his return, and he was pleased at the progress that was 
made during his absence. 
 
 While he was away, Vice President E. W. Smith presided at the sessions of the 
board. 
 
 During the midsummer months it is the 
custom of the commissioners to meet at night, but 
during the milder weather they meet at the park’s 
headquarters in the forenoon of the third Sunday of 
each month. Yesterday’s meeting was the first held 
in the daytime since the beginning of Summer. 
 
 Nothing definite has been done yet about 
naming the streets in the park, but it is probable that 
the matter will be acted upon very soon. 
 
 All day yesterday there were crowds of visitors in the park as the day was mild 
and delightful. In the early forenoon several hundred people were out. And in the 
afternoon and early evening every car that reached the grounds was filled. 
 
 Editor’s Note:  The Langles Bridge that is mentioned is near the Casino Building 
and crosses the lagoon that runs along City Park Avenue.  William and Sally Reeves, in 
their Historic City Park, write of this bridge: 
 
 The most durable kind of early bridge proved to be those built 

of stone. Three of this type - the Langles, Pichot and Goldfish 
Pond Bridges - survive to this day, the only original bridges in 
the park.  Their rounded stones, like ballasts on nineteenth 
century sailing ships, were not native to Louisiana, but were 
chosen, no doubt, for the romantic effects they imparted to the 
crossing. Langles Bridge, near the south side of the Casino 
Building, was constructed in 1902 with funds from a $650 
bequest of Miss Angele M. Langles.  Its high arch outline 
supports a stepped walkway where visitors crossed the lagoon 
under strung lights in the early twentieth century. The stone 
bridge, with its ancient ficus vine covering and placid 
surroundings, has become one of the park’s most frequently 
photographed subjects. 

 
 The La Bougogne disaster that claimed the life of Angela Langles, as well as that 
of her mother, occurred in 1898, when the ship they were on collided with a British 
ship in the North Atlantic.  Miss Langles was 35 years old. 
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 PARKVIEW ART 

MID-CITY ART MARKET DRAWS LARGE CROWDS TO MONTHLY 
EVENTS;  ARTISTS ARE GRATEFUL FOR OPPORTUNITY 
 
 On the last Saturday of each month local artists and 
craftsmen gather at the corner of Canal and Carrollton to 
offer their wares to the public. So far the response to the 
Mid-City Art Market has been superb, with solid crowd 
showing up for much of the day.  It is a festive atmosphere 
and most mulling about have broad smiles on their faces. 
 
 Julia Hill, pictured at right, who works for Alex Wil-
liams, an uptown artist, stood behind tables offering pot-
tery. She said this is their first time at the market and are 
optimistic about the opportunities here.  “We are looking 
to get some tourist interests, and with the new streetcar line we feel that this is a great 
location.”  They have a shop on Magazine Street called Pots-A-Lot, and Ms. Hill said 
that coming out to the market is great exposure for their shop.  Ms. Hill, a New Or-
leans native and Tulane student, added that they are trying to experiment and the 
market gives them this chance. 
 
 The market is a boon for new artists. Just ask 
an enthusiastic Lisa Osborne, pictured at right, who 
said that while her art is a hobby right now, coming 
to the market and offering her pastels on paper gives 
her the desire to become even more creative.  This 
was the second time as a vendor at the market.  She 
said that she tries to market herself too, producing 
fliers that she distributes.  “I have a friend who has a 
bed and breakfast in Mid-City, and I made some fli-
ers that are available to the guests.” Her colorful paintings, which feature common 
characters, are part of a series that she entitled Cosmoman.   
 
 Music is often part of the program at the Art 
Market. On Saturday September 26, members of the 
Tony Green and Gypsy Jazz were scheduled to appear. 
While the weather was still quite warm there were 
plenty of shaded areas, as well as the inside potion of 
the market, which was air conditioned.  Parking is 
plentiful with many of the medical offices along Canal 
closed for the weekend. 
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PARKVIEW PSA 

Bayou St. John Neighborhood Security Program, Inc. 
 

JOIN TODAY! 
 

BAYOU ST. JOHN NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY PROGRAM 
 

Did you know that our neighborhood has a private security program?  If you are not 
aware of the program or have procrastinated joining, please note the following: 
 

• We know from New Orleans Police Department statistics that 
crime is lower in the area patrolled by Swissguard than in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

• Swissguard provides an escort service for members returning to 
their homes after dark. 

• Swissguard will check members’ homes while they are away on 
business or vacation. 

• Swissguard is affordable, $66 per quarter (roughly $.72 a day) 
for singles and duplexes. Special rates for multi-family units. 

• Volunteers manage the Bayou St. John Neighborhood Security 
Program. 

 
Only 20% of the residents in the Bayou St. John Security area pay for the security ser-
vice.  We currently have guard service only eight hours a day for 21 days per month.  
An increase in the number of paying members will enable us to increase the hours and 
days of guard surveillance. If you are a member, please talk with your neighbors 
about the importance of supporting this program.  If you are not a member, join to-
day. 
 
To join, complete the form below and send it with your quarterly check for $66 made 
payable to BSJNSP to: Cathy Pacyna, 926 Wilson Dr., New Orleans, LA  70119.  

A PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
PHONE: ________________________________________________________________________  
 
NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS: _________________________________________________  
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 PARKVIEW EVENTS 

Saturday  
October 2 
10:00 AM 

BAYOU CLEANUP 
Harding Bridge 
Annual event sponsored by the Faubourg 
St. John Neighborhood Association.  Volun-
teers are needed. 

 

Saturday/
Sunday 
Oct. 16-17 
10:00 - 5:00  

FALL GARDEN SHOW 
City Park Botanical Garden 
Plant and garden products exhibited.  Large 
selection of plants for sale. Admission is 
charged. 

 

Tuesday 
October 19 
7:30 PM 

PARKVIEW GENERAL MEETING 
4000 Delgado Avenue 
Fall meeting of the neighborhood associa-
tion.   

 

Thursday 
October 21 
9:00 PM 

SPOKEN WORD 
Fair Grinds Coffeehouse 
Open Mike.  Original spoken word. Hosted 
by Sean Scharbach 

 

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

YES, I WANT TO JOIN THE PARKVIEW NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOC. 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________  
 
Address: ____________________________________________________  
 
Circle One:  Individual ($15)  Family ($25) 
 
Please cut out and mail to: Parkview Neighborhood Association 
     P.O. Box 791577 
     New Orleans, LA  70179-1577 
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A HURRICANE BIBLIOGRAPHY: BEST BOOKS ON THE BIG ONE 
 
 With hurricanes still on everyone’s mind, a review of the best books on Louisi-
ana hurricanes is appropriate.  Costal erosion is a hot topic today, and the well re-
garded geography department at LSU is on top of this timely issue, with a number of 
its professor producing articles and books on the effect that costal erosion will have on 
hurricanes, and consequently the effect that hurricanes have on the coastline.   
 
 HURRICANE BETSY: SEPTEMBER 8 - 11, 1965 
(U.S. Army Engineer District, New Orleans; 1965).  
Compiled and published only months after the 
storm, this book is an exhaustive study of what it 
called, “one of the great hurricanes of this century 
and the most destructive of record on the Louisiana 
coast.”  While offered as a scientific analysis of the 
storm, there is still much to interest the layman, in-
cluding over a dozen colored fold out maps.  Dozens 
of photographs are included, from the common ones 
of street flooding in the Lower Ninth Ward, to the un-
common, black and white families lying on cots only 
a few feet apart from each other in shelters.  Large 
fold out aerial photos, many two feet wide, show be-
fore and after shots of the coastline.   
 Availability:  A very hard to find book. Occasionally offered on eBay, usually 
selling for $50. 
 
 TIME AND PLACE IN NEW ORLEANS: PAST GEOGRAPHIES IN THE PRE-
SENT DAY (Pelican; 2002).  Richard Campanella’s masterful interpretation of the to-
pography and geography of New Orleans is a large coffee table sized book that is a de-
light to read for both those looking for interesting historical photographs and for those 
looking for a more scholarly history of the City’s geography.  Campanella’s specialty is 
in the use of maps, and he doesn’t disappoint the reader here with map after map 
showing the elevations of the City, the high points and the low points.  Of hurricanes 
Campanella writes, “If New Orleans were ever wiped off the map, as one occasionally 
suspects it will, the agent of destruction will probably be a direct hit by a slow moving 
Category 5 hurricane, one that could rearrange the geography of the deltaic plain and 
send New Orleans in the direction of Atlantis.”  Simply put, one of the best five books 
on New Orleans. 
 Availability:  In print at $45.   
 

(Continued on next page) 
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 TRANSFORMING NEW ORLEANS AND ITS ENVI-
RONS: CENTURIES OF CHANGE (University of Pittsburgh 
Press; 2000).  Edited by LSU Geography Professor Craig  
Colten, this collection of essays focuses on the environ-
mental history of the City, with separate essays on the 1927 
flood and Hurricane Betsy.  The testimonies of those who 
lived downriver when Betsy came ashore are the most dra-
matic.   
 
 “I felt something cold, looked down and there I was 
with water in my lap, said a man who had fallen asleep at 
the television before the tide off Pontchartrain flooded into 
Chalmette.  “God it was like one giant swimming pool as far 
as the eye could see.  There were people I knew - women, 
children, screaming, praying. A woman who lives down the block floated past me, 
with her two children beside her.” A father of eight, strength ebbing, struggled against 
the Pontchartrain flood with five young children. “I couldn’t do it,” he grieved to a 
Newsweek reporter. “I had to let two of them go.” 
 Availability:  Readily available now, but with a short print run and a university 
press behind it, chances are this book will fall out of print in ten years.   
 
 HOLDING BACK THE SEA: THE STRUGGLE FOR 
AMERICAN’S NATURAL LEGACY ON THE GULF COAST 
(HarperCollins; 2001) . Author Christopher Hallowell said 
that coastal erosion is at a point of crisis and that the magni-
tude of this problem, where an area along the Gulf Coast of 
the size of Manhattan vanishes each year, is poorly under-
stood, something that he hoped to rectify with his book.  
Hallowell makes it clear that one of the main reasons that 
the average South Louisiana family should be concerned 
about coastal erosion is because the more land that is be-
tween New Orleans and the Gulf of Mexico, the less damage 
the City will sustain from a hurricane.  Land slows a hurri-
cane down, and consequently diminishes wind speed. Land 
also impacts storm surge.  He wrote that “People talk nerv-
ously about “The Big One” coming, as if the next hurricane to sweep the coast will as-
sume the dimensions of a spiritual force not to be denied.”  In recounting Hurricane 
Georges in 1998, which many thought was the Big One, Hallowell’s paragraph sounds 
eerily familiar. 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on top of next page) 
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 That people in Louisiana are not preparing themselves for The Big One 
worries Frank Hijuelos, who heads the Office of Emergency Preparedness 
for the City of New Orleans. The partial evacuation of the city, as Hurri-
cane Georges swirled out of the Gulf in 1998, was not smooth, to put it 
mildly. The Superdome, converted from a sports arena to a giant shelter, 
took on the atmosphere of a holding pen. Little was provided for the thou-
sands of people who sought refuge in its cavernous interior.  They had to 
wait in the gloom, cut off from even being adequately updated on the 
storm’s progress. Fights broke out over vending machines, seats were 
slashed, the toilets clogged.  Those who could evacuate by car considered 
themselves luckier. That is until they found themselves on Interstate 10, 
the major route out of the city. Subsequent stories of families traveling one 
mild in six hours have become part of the city’s evacuation lore. And the 
efforts, it turned out, were for nothing, as the hurricane veered east and hit 
the Mississippi coast.” 
 

 Availability: A remainder, so plenty of new copies can be found at a deep dis-
count. 

(Continued from previous page ) 

EARLY MORNING ARMED ROBBERIES HIT AREA ON SEPT. 6 
 
 On Monday September 6, starting at 6:30 AM, two men in a dark colored SUV commit-
ted a number of armed robberies in Parkview, according to an e-mail by Captain Jeff Winn 
that was circulated amongst neighborhood groups the day of the incidents. The e-mail from 
Captain Winn said that three incidents took place in Parkview: 
 
 *Dumaine, between Carrollton and Moss; 
 *Dumaine and Harding; 
 *Dumaine and Moss 
 
 Regarding the incident at Dumaine and Harding, it was reported that “Two subjects 
approach victim on foot. Produce handguns and demand money. Subjects physically search 
the victim and get nothing but keys.  Suspects flee and enter the aforementioned vehicles. The 
suspects toss keys out of vehicle window.” 
 
 Regarding the incident on Dumaine and Moss, “Suspects approach male and female 
victims as they are walking.  The suspects lean out of the vehicle window and produce guns. 
The victims refuse to stop. The subjects re-position vehicles and exit, approaching female on 
foot.  Suspects attempt to rob female, but the traffic is backing up.  They try to take property 
from her purse, but get nothing. They flee back to the vehicles and leave the area.” 
 
 Captain Winn said that this is a high priority case.  “Please be vigilant,” he cautioned.  
The gun that was used was described as a “blue steel semi-automatic handgun.”  
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 PARKVIEW ELECTIONS 

PARKVIEW VOTERS TURN OUT IN HIGH NUMBERS TO HELP  
INCUMBENT STATE SENATOR MOVE UP TO JUDGESHIP 

 
VOTERS REJECT DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE AMENDMENT BY 2-1 MARGIN 

 
 Longtime State Senator Paulette Irons, who represented Parkview in the upper 
chamber for nine sessions, was elected to Civil District Court on September 18, win-
ning 65% of the vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 While voting city wide was light, with only 27.8% of registered voters casting 
ballots in precincts that had voting machines the entire day, Parkview’s two precincts 
had a higher turnout.  Parkview’s main precinct Ward 5, Precinct 13, had the sixth 
highest turnout in the City, with 46.8% of registered voters exercising their right.  
There are 442 precincts in New Orleans. 
 
 Parkview voters rejected “The Defense of Marriage Amendment” 275 to 137, a 
margin of 2 to 1 against the amendment to the State Constitution. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Incumbent School Board member, and Faoubourg St. John resident Jimmy 
Farenhotz, retained his seat handily, besting all other candidates by wide margins. 
 
 
 

 The election of Senator Irons to the bench means that Parkview will have a new 
State Senator next session.  Expect a special election probably sometime early next 
year. 

 For Marriage Amendment Against  Marriage Amendment 

Ward 5, Precinct 12 71 120 

Ward 5, Precinct 13 66 155 

 D’Souza Irons Williams 

Ward 5, Precinct 12 61 100 20 
Ward 5, Precinct 13 92 104 17 

 FARENHOLTZ ALL OTHERS 

Ward 5, Precinct 12 150 34 
Ward 5, Precinct 13 179 34 



 

20 

PARKVIEW POETRY 

I was put to the torch 
                at the edge of the desert 
and placed in a sack 
in jackson square 
                    where honest folk 
take to drink 
            mayhem & joy 
give me my future 
for five bucks 
the right to mate with any female 
I can defend 
        the right to draw with my hands 
in the air 
the way I'd like to die 
  
my morning arrives 
                on an east wind 
on a purple breast serenade 
pigeons land at my feet 
                    stare at my shoes 
hungry bird gypsies 
minus the sky 
                o 
                    O shrine of dawn 
tender roseate weave    riff 
of corn-ripe 
            telephone poles 
pink orange gods 
dipped in fire 
                falls from your lips 
looks in    on lovers 
lay awake 
            silent 
the qick morning funk 
of bad dreams 
            the shadow of an iron bed 

                 I surge forth 
down decatur street 
slip past Kagan's 
explore possible worlds 
                    a new transmission 
lunch with Laura 
a three-headed dragon-tailed dog 
                        half man half horse 
half hungry 
the need for sleep    a jelly donut 
where I outta be 
                    the friendly sea 
  
                at high tide 
a throng of crude ships 
                        set sail on my belly 
for dandelions 
asters 
            goldenrod 
  
   - Dave Brinks 
 
 Dave Brinks is 37 years of age. He lives in 
the French Quarter with his wife Megan and their 
daughter Mina. Happily, New Orleans has been 
his home nearly all his life. He is editor of YAWP: 
A Journal of Poetry and coordinator of the 17 Poets 
reading series (www.17poets.com). Also, he is di-
rector at The New Orleans School for the Imagina-
tion and has taught poetry workshops at the college 
and high school levels. He is currently finishing up 
on his latest collection of poems, The Light On 
Earth Street. 
 
 
   
 

Hungry Bird Gypsies 


