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SECURITY ISSUES, BAYOU PARKING
DISCUSSED AT APRIL GENERAL MEETING
The formation of a special crime prevention
district was the major topic of discussion at the April
27 meeting of the Association, which was attended by
18 members.
Murray Nelson of the Upper Hurstville Crime
Prevention District discussed his neighborhood’s
recently approved special taxing district, telling the
membership that so far the program has been
successful and that crime has been reduced. Mr.
Nelson cautioned Parkview members that the road to
obtaining approval for these special taxing districts is
a difficult one, and that an organization must be very
(Continued on top of page 2)

NO. 3

CANAL STREETCARS
ARRIVE TO CHEERS
According to The
Times-Picayune
150
hardcore streetcar buffs,
many waiting for hours in
the predawn morning,
were on hand at Canal and
Salcedo to board the
inaugural run of the new
Canal Street line.
Shortly after 3:00
AM the packed car made
its way up Canal to the
Cemeteries. According to
the article five riders were
on the last streetcar to have
(Continued on page 2)

A huge crowd gathers at 3:00 AM at Canal and Salcedo trying to board the first car on the new
line. Photo courtesy of Andy Anderson.

FROM PAGE ONE
(Continued from page 1, Streetcar)

strong in order for the proposal to be approved by neighborhood voters. A number
of questions were asked of Mr. Nelson, including which security company his
group hired, what kind of insurance they have, types of crimes in the area, etc. One
member of the Association said that he was opposed to the concept of private
security patrols, as people were already paying taxes for police protection.
Michael DesJardins, who lives on Picheloup, addressed homeowner’s
insurance concerns with the group, answering a number of questions.
Regarding the problem of illegal parking on the Bayou, it was concluded that
since asking for enforcement of existing ordinances has produced no results, the
Association will ask the City to erect curbing on the Bayou side of Moss Street that
will physically prevent cars from driving onto the Bayou’s levee.
The next meeting will be in July.
(Continued from page 1, Meeting)

cruised that route on May 31, 1964.
The fourth car to exit the barn at Salcedo made a right at Carrollton and headed to
City Park. A small crowd was on hand at the Beauregard statue to greet the car and to get a
ride back down Canal.
For a first hand account of these historic rides, please read Eric Hartman’s article on
page 18.

THE PROOF

For many the purchase of a transfer will serve as the only proof they will
ever need to show that they rode the sreetcar that very first morning.
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PARKVIEW NEWS
PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS
NOTE: If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take
action on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net
DATE
DESCRIPTION OF
PROBLEM PROBLEM
REPORTED
Feb. 2003

STATUS
OF RESOLUTION

Parking of vehicles on the banks Both the Parking Division and the Orleans Levee
of the Bayou, especially near the Board said that they’ve investigated the matter and
found no illegal parking on the Bayou
Magnolia Gardens/Harding
Bridge.

March 2003 Roosevelt. Automobiles parked
improperly make it difficult for
large emergency vehicles to
travel down the street.

Ideas needed by members on how to address this
problem. Another Roosevelt resident has recently
brought this matter to the Association’s attention.

Oct. 2003

There is significant brush growth
between the post office and the
Stone Center that causes serious
obstruction of a driver’s vision
when traveling on Jeff Davis
from the post office toward Canal Street. There is no sidewalk
on the post office side of the
street, so pedestrians must walk
in the street, creating a dangerous situation at that curve.

Letters have been sent to the City expressing concern
about this situation. This may be one of those problems where nobody wants to take responsibility.
The growth, weeds and grass may be on a railroad
right of way.

Oct. 2003

Vehicles traveling down side
streets at high rates of speed;
endangering children and pets.

The problem may be a result of construction on Carrollton and may work itself out once this work is
completed. With the streetcar line scheduled to open
this month this situation will be evaluated in the
Summer.

Jan. 2004

Drainage problems on Olga
Street.

Mr. Batt has sent a letter to the Department of Public
Works requesting a survey to be done to determine
necessary repairs.

Jan. 2004

Speeding on Dumaine Street

Mr. Batt sent letter to Dept. of Public Works. Four 25
mph speed limit signs have recently been posted.

Councilman Jay Batt responded by sending a letter
to the Department of Public Works asking for their
attention to this matter.

March 2004 The street on Picheloup Place is Appropriate City authorities are being alerted to this
in terrible condition, with huge problem.
potholes. It desperately needs to
be resurfaced.
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PARKVIEW OPINION
EDITORIAL

LETTERS

SECURITY PROGRAM

Dear Editor:

The Bayou St. John Neighborhood Security Program
has served Parkview well over the years, offering for a very
modest fee the services of a well trained private security
officer. Unfortunately, the program suffers because of its
success. When the security program works and crime goes
down, neighbors tend to not renew their membership, feeling
that the program is no longer necessary. The governing board
of the program then must cut patrol hours, which eventually,
as expected, allows incidents of crime to increase. It is bad
cycle that only consistent budgetary planning can hope to
avoid.

I respectfully submit
that it is my opinion this organization’s consideration of
crating a special crime prevention district is the wrong cause
of action to follow because of
these reasons:

This page has advocated the study of the feasibility of
Parkview becoming a Special Crime Prevention District, as
Lakeview is now, but we are well aware that even under the
most favorable of circumstances enacting a special taxing
district remains a difficult and long process, both politically
and financially. In the meantime, the Bayou St. John
Neighborhood Security Program remains the best alternative,
and we strongly encourage all members to join.

STUART HALL
In mid April the City Council refused to block the
demolition of two houses on the Stuart Hall campus, which
will allow the uptown school to erect new buildings. The two
houses, both built just prior to the First World War, were
nominated for landmark status by neighbors hoping to save
the houses. According to a website maintained by neighbors
the HDLC staff gave these houses a Blue rating, which means
that they are buildings of major architectural importance. Only
about 10% of all buildings in the French Quarter have received
a similar high Blue rating from the Vieux Carre Commission,
and most of those are on Royal Street, the jewel of the Quarter.
The only rating that is higher is Purple, and that is reserved for
the Cathedral and the buildings around Jackson Square.
The color coding system of rating buildings can be
confusing for the layman. To allow the destruction of any
building of “major architectural importance” is tragic, as this
now threatens all other buildings of a similar rating. However,
a question remains for HDLC- are all buildings determined to
be of major architectural importance of equal architectural or
historical value?
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Property owners are
paying property taxes for police protection as well as other
services. Why then should we
pay additionally for protection by a security force to do
the work the Police Department is charged with providing we citizens but is failing to
do so? If such a crime prevention district is created, would
we property owners be able to
deduct from our property
taxes the cost we would have
to pay for the extra
“protection?”
I’m unaware of the
details of its operation but on
any weekend when one
passes the nearby third district police station on nearby
Bayou St. John and sees a
parking lot full of parked police cars that are not there during the week days, one has to
wonder “where have all the
police gone?” Don’t they
work on the weekend?
When one considers
media reports of crimes, especially murder, one has to
question what are the members of the police department
(Continued on page 13)

PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE
NUMBER OF HOME SALES IN PARKVEW REMAIN STEADY OVER
PAST SIX YEARS; SLIGHT DIP IN 2003
In the March issue of Notes and Issues an article discussed the increase in home
prices in Parkview, citing historical transfer data. One important figure that was not
discussed in any detail was the number of home transfers. What the chart below
represents is the number of homes sold in Parkview between 1976 and 2003.
Number of Houses Sold in Parkview (1976-2003)
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As the chart reveals, since 1998 the number of houses sold has remained fairly
consistent, with an average of 22 sales per year. Last year was off slightly, with 19
sales, but this figure will not be significant until the end of 2004. In the first quarter of
this year, there have been two sales recorded in Parkview.
RATE OF SALES FLUCTUATES WITH EACH STREET
To understand the frequency of sales on any particular street in Parkview, in
order to learn for example which street has the most active real estate market and
which has the least active real estate market, a formula of measurement needs to be
developed. The easiest way to handle this is to measure the number of sales on any
given street in Parkview against the number of lots on that street. For example, the
Parkview side of North Carrollton, which would be the even numbered homes in the
800 and 900 blocks, number 27 lots. Between 1976 and 2003 there were 28 sales on this
stretch of North Carrollton. Dividing the number of sales (28) by the number of lots
(27) yields nearly a perfect one, 1.03. For the sake of this discussion that 1.03 would
(Continued on page 17)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
FIRE ENGINE HOUSE 35: SERVING PARKVIEW SINCE 1912;
A BRIEF HISTORY
On May 24, 1908 two men attempting to make coffee on an oil stove ended up instead burning down a house on Carrollton near City Park Avenue. The raised cottage,
owned by Mrs. D.B. Cook, burned quickly, and witnesses said that by the time the fire engines arrived there was little the fireman could do. This was just as well as there were no water mains in this section of the City. The fireman ran hoses into the lagoons of City Park but
this proved worthless as the fire quickly spread to houses on City Park Row (which is now
Sherwood Forest) and City Park Avenue, destroying stables and sheds, as well as causing
significant damages to the homes at 1080 and 1084 City Park Avenue.
It isn’t the hurricane or
flooding that wrecks havoc on
New Orleans. It is fire. Two devastating fires destroyed much of
the French Quarter during the colonial period. Much of the mix of
architecture in the Quarter today
is the result of more recent fires.
Whole sections of Canal Street
have burned, as have commercial
blocks on Iberville and Bienville.
Loubat’s for example is in MidCity today because flames chased
it out of the Quarter.

According to 1911 newspaper article, the new station on
Louisiana Avenue had “one of the best gyms in the South.”

As the City developed outward toward the Lake in the early 20th Century, the
technology of fighting fires developed too. Steam powered pumpers, which were
originally pulled by horses, were being perfected, and these could hurl water forcefully at a fire. Water mains were laid out in parts of the City, but as New Orleans
grew, this pace of growth was often quicker than engineers could build connectors
to the water supply. There was also the constant problem with the maintenance of
pressure. Many a newspaper story told of a fire wagon arriving at the scene, attaching hoses to hydrants, only to see drips of water fall from the lip of the hose.
Real estate developers worried about this too. They knew that fire insurance
companies were reluctant to sell policies in areas where there was not a supply of
water for use by the fire departments.
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from previous page. )

Much of what we know as Parkview was not developed until 1922. Prior to
that time streets came about as real estate men bought parcels of property, divided
the land into building lots and either sold the naked lots as is, or, if they had the
money, built homes upon the lots and then sold them as complete packages. This
was certainly true of Olga, Ida and Roosevelt, the three pre-Parkview streets, all of
which saw substantial development between 1904 and 1915. Across Carrollton
Avenue, Will Morgan purchased huge frontages of property on City Park Avenue
and built what is today Allard and Solomon, two of the premier streets in the City.
Morgan knew that he was on the good side of progress as City Park developed,
pushed by huge personalities such as former Mayor Paul Capdevielle and Victor
Anselm. Morgan also knew that with the political power that the men on the City
Park Improvement Association possessed they would be able to obtain every public
utility they required. Since his developments were between downtown and City
Park Morgan had to be optimistic about the future.
In 1911 the paid Fire Department for New Orleans would have only been in
service for 20 years. When it was organized in 1891 it consisted of 25 steam engines,
seven hook and ladders, nine chemical engines and 287 officers and men. By the
beginning of 1912 the department had 31
steam engine companies, six hose companies, 10 chemical companies, one water
tower, seven auto fire apparatuses, 58 fire
companies, and 461 officers and men. The
population for New Orleans in 1910 was
339,000.
Before 1910 the closest fire house to
City Park was located on the corner of AlexStation on N. Alexander at Iberville
ander and Iberville Street. The one that is
there today, pictured at right is at least the second one built at that location. The first
one, which was demolished in 1911, was in horrible condition, accused of being responsible for the spread of disease, and ordered condemned. Its replacement, which
is still there today, although no longer serving as home to a fire company, sits on a
small corner, and with the canopy of trees on Alexander, once a main street that ran
from Canal to City Park, the engine house is somewhat hidden.
In 1910 the fire house on Jeff Davis and Baudin was built. Its dedication was
an important event attended by Mayor Martin Behrman, a councilman and a ward
boss. The reporter covering the dedication wrote:
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page 7)

The engine house is a very handsome one. It looks like a Swiss
house and is made of rough brick, cement and titles outside and inside. The tiles and yellow pine and other material make it fine. From
the outside it doesn’t look like an engine house and everybody said it
was pretty enough to put alongside the library on St. Charles Avenue.
The mayor said it was the handsomest engine house in the City, and
everybody in the Third Ward is sure it is. The house cost $15,000 and
the land $2,800. Upstairs the men have an elegant tiled bathroom with
bathtub of the most modern style and shower bath, etc. just as good as
any hotel.
It was also noted that Captain John Fitzpatrick said to the mayor that the residents of
Carrollton Avenue were getting jealous of the
new engine house on Jeff Davis. The mayor responded that Carrollton “had already had an
engine house ordered for it and its appropriation made.” Mayor Behrman was referring to
the future engine house that would be at
Delgado and Carrollton, Parkview’s own Engine
35. It would however be nearly two years before that engine house was completed and in operation.

Station on Jeff Davis and Baudin from
1910 Daily Picayune.

In late Summer 1910 Robert B. Ward won the bid to build the new firehouse
on Carrollton. The ordinance authorizing the building of “a two-story brick and
stucco engine house in the square bounded by N. Carrollton Avenue, Dumaine and
Moss streets. The cost was to be just under $11,000. Ward, however, never signed
the contract to build, so the City had to reopen the bidding process. A year went by
but in April of 1911 a contract to build was awarded to Petty and Erwin, whose bid
of $11,800 was almost ten percent greater than Ward’s, which perhaps is the reason
why Ward saw that it was unwise to go forward with his contract.
Petty and Erwin worked quickly, as they completed the engine house in less
than eight months. A reporter for the New Orleans Item described the new engine
house in glowing terms:
The building is two stories and of what is know as the Swiss
Challet design, having large sectional doors in front and a handsome
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page 8)

ornamental side entrance. The first story, both interior and exterior,
are of pressed brick, while the second story on the exterior is of stucco
and half timbers, giving the rich and ornate Swiss style considerable
prominence.
The second story of the building is devoted to dormitories,
lockers, dressing rooms, bath rooms and a thoroughly equipped gymnasium. The finishings of the rooms are artistic and the furnishings
thoroughly in keeping with the other adjuncts.
The ground floor is, of course, arranged and fitted for the care
of the apparatus and animals connected with the station. The floor is
of granitold so constructed as to be practically everlasting. The overhead interior is handsomely furnished with exposed beams and display harmonious stainings.
A decided feature of the place are the manner in which the
grounds about the building, the driveways and approaches, have been
laid out and beautified on the plans of regular landscape gardening,
and when the trees, flowers and shrubs get a good growth it will be a
regular picture spot.
The architect of the firehouse was E.A.
Christy, who said of his work, “This house is
largely out of the ordinary in engine houses. It
is an original idea with this department to try to
keep the fire houses in the residential districts
in keeping and to harmonize with the district
itself. In this way the buildings erected for the
city will be a greater ornament to the neighborhoods in which they are erected.”
The reporter for The Daily Picayune menFire House at Carrollton and Delgado
tioned “apparatus for taking exercise, including
from 1911 Daily Picayune.
a machine to reduce the corpulency of the fireman who may be getting too fat with all the
other comforts of the house.” Anticipating the vehicle that would eventually take its
position in the house the reporter went on to write, “The new house will have an
autohose wagon as its main equipment in residence sections, where there are no
high buildings, such an equipment is considered ample, as the hose is coupled to
(Continued on the bottom of page 20)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH;
DEATH OF VICTOR ANSEMAN: FATHER OF THE PARK—1904
Editor’s Note: In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in the city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The TimesDemocrat. The City Beautiful movement was in full swing by this time, and its major
tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics, were most evident in New Orleans in
the development of parks. Since the development of Parkview is so closely linked with
the development of City Park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how activities at the park were reported a century ago. The following is from an article in The
Daily Picayune from May 1904:

“Now, if my funeral passes along in front of the park and they don’t enter, I
want you to jump out and make them drive in
through the main entrance and across the Anseman
Bridge, and when the hearse in which my body is
reaches the middle of the bridge, I want it to stop for
half a minute and then go along the shellroad to the
Esplanade Street gate, and then to the cemetery.”
This was one of the last injunctions Victor
Anseman, the father of the City Park, and its Superintendent for many years, laid upon his employees.
Even after his soul had left its earthly casket and was
perhaps facing his Maker, Victor Anseman, with a
love such as seldom prevails in man, wanted his
body to be borne through the grounds which were
his life work.
The old man detested black cloth as emblems
of mourning, and another wish which he expressed
during his last hours was that no such draperies be
used in honoring his memory.

Victor Anseman, from Historic City
Park

“I want black crepe used, and especially on the tablet on the bridge which bears
my name.” His wishes were carried out to the letter.
It was a solemn, mournful procession which passed through the City Park.
Along the road from the main entrance to the bridge people lined the edges of the roadway. Men stood there bareheaded. Women wept tears of regret, while cries of grief
and distress from the hearts of the loved ones added to the mournfulness of the scene.
(Continued on next page)

10

PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page 10)

The sorrow of the family of the deceased was heartrending. The bell with which the
Superintendent was wont to give the signal to commence work, to announce the dinner
hour, to summon the men back to their tasks, and to give the final signal that the day’s
work was done, toiled solemnly as the cortege moved through the grounds. It rung out
to the soul of Anseman, “Thy day’s work is done. Rest, faithful servant.”
The hearse reached the center of the bridge and stood there on the summit of the
structure which bore Anseman’s name. A deep silence fell upon all. The last wishes of
the dead were being carried out, and so impressed were all that it seemed to many as
though the spirit of the dead hovered over that coffin and hearse which contained the
last of this exemplary man and ardent lover of nature in all its beauty. The half minute
elapsed – it seemed ten minutes – and then, slowly the horses started and the funeral
procession moved on along the shellroad, which was the last place of work in improvement of the City Park that Victor Anseman performed. He lived to see its completion
and only eight days before he breathed his last the tender of the work was made to the
Board of Commissioners and received their approbation and gratitude.
A very large number of people attended the funeral and paid the last tribute of
love and respect for the good man. The hour set for the funeral was 3:30 o’clock, and
shortly after that time the casket, a very handsome and costly one, was borne on the
shoulders of the pallbearers to the hearse. Hundreds of people visited the house of
mourning during the previous night and yesterday, and as the hour approached for the
closing of the casket the house and grounds surrounding the modest little home of the
Superintendent was crowded with people. They came from all parts of the city, from
Carrollton to the Barracks for his work was not for the benefit of any section of any
neighborhood: it was for all, enjoyed by all, and all united to honor and revere him for
his noble purpose. The wealthy merchant, the laborer, the lady of fashion, the poor and
the lowly, united in doing honor to the remains. The old veterans, whose lives are passing away, in the Soldier’s Home, hobbled on crutches or leaned on the shoulders of
more robust and younger comrades, to mourn for him, to show how much they loved
him, and the gray uniforms, worn by those and soldiers of a war now in the past, added
to the deep feeling of the scene.
The pallbearers were Samuel T. Gately, Chris Reuter and Pierre Puisseguer, old
friends and neighbors of the department; George Zimmer and M.J. Gurler, members
and organizers of the Gardeners’ Association; J. O. Meallie and J. Fickelsen, veterans
and inmates of the Soldiers’ Home. Following came the grief-stricken wife and children, and then the friends who had gathered to take part in the funeral. Father Warken,
of the Sacred Heart Church, on Canal Street, performed the brief ceremonies at the
house, and at the conclusion he, with the acolytes, entered the carriage and the funeral
cortege moved out to Alexander Street, thence in to Canal Street, and to the Sacred
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page 11)

Heart Church, where the solemn requiem of the dead was chanted.
Although a large number of carriages had been provided, yet hundreds could
not find room, and proceeded to the church to witness the impressive services held in
the handsome edifice.
Magnificent floral offerings were sent to the house in
numbers. The Park Commissioners sent a great floral lyre
seven feet high, wrought in rare
and costly flowers, and bearing
the words, “To Our Beloved
Chairman. We Mourn Our
Loss.” Albert Baldwin sent a
grand wreath set upon a pedesDedication plaque on Anseman Bridge in City Park
tal, the Polo Club, the Golf
Club, John F. Tobin, an intimate and dear friend of the old Superintendent: the employees of the park, the Gardeners’ Association, the New Orleans Horticultural Society,
Metairie Lodge No. 126, Knights of Pythias and other organizations were present, and
one and all united in paeons of praise for the sincerely regretted man. The members of
the Park Association were honorary pallbearers, and at the main gate of the park they
awaited the return of the funeral from the church. At 5:30 o’clock the carriage containing Father Warken entered the gate, and the hearse followed. The eight active pallbearers marched in slow and solemn tread behind the hearse, and the honorary pallbearers
formed a line on each side of these, while the park employees, with bowed heads and
sorrow depicted on their faces, followed slowly behind. Some of the veterans as were
able to walk joined in, and then came the carriages of the family and friends.
The entrance was draped in crepe, while the tablet bearing the name of the deceased in the center of the bridge was similarly draped. The building in which the
meetings of the Park Commissioners are held, and which is known as the headquarters,
as well as the Esplanade Street gate, where the cortege made its egress from the
grounds, were draped in somber black crepe. As the procession proceeded slowly along
the Shellroad the scene was one never to be forgotten.
At the Esplanade Street entrance all the veterans who were able to leave the
Home joined their comrades, and to the new St. Louis Cemetery the body was brought.
As the casket was being lowered into the grave Father Warken uttered a prayer, and all
present knelt and with uncovered heads repeated the prayers offered up.
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page 12)

In the holy ground where his body rests as monument will be reared which will
in years to come bring back to memory dear the name of Victor Anseman, but monuments exist in the grand old oaks, in the gardens, in the trees which he planted, nursed
and cared for so jealously, in the roadways he built, in the promenades and walks he
laid out, and in the grand stone bridge which bears his name, which not even time can
efface, and thousands and thousands, in years to come, while enjoying in the park what
Victor Anseman so faithfully, so zealously strove for, will mention his name with affection. Persons now living will have no need for objects to recall his memory, but their
children, their children’s children, and their progeny, will bless his memory.
(Letters to the Editor, Continued from page 4)

doing to combat this crime situation that again has labeled New Orleans as “The Murder Capital of
America.”
The media has reported each week in the recent past that members of the police department
have been indicted, or at least, suspended for having committed crime or suspected of having done
so. Are the crooks being aided and helped by bad cops? “Are the foxes guarding the hen house?”
Thank God for the many good police on the force.
It must also be considered that the FBI has recently conducted an investigation of the police
department to examine the lawlessness of many of its members.
The news media has reported that the present police superintendent was, prior to his appointment as chief, an outstanding “street cop.” Why then hasn’t he exhibited that same expertise
now that he is the leader of the police department?
There presently exists a policy that requires a police officer to live in New Orleans, especially
if he wants to be promoted. I generally agree with this requirement. However, it has been proven
that this policy simply has not worked as qualified personnel have not been able to be recruited to
fill the ranks. This policy needs to be revised.
So, I continue to wonder why we citizens of New Orleans allow this incompetency on the
part of the police department to continue.
To combat this, I urge our citizens and neighborhood organizations to strike out and inform
our mayor, whom I feel is generally doing a fine job, that we are generally dissatisfied with the police department in the efforts to fight crime. We can do this by letter writing or any other means of
communicating with the mayor. A consortium of neighborhood organizations, such as ours, would
be a very effective means of so informing the mayor or our disfavor. So, lets go members, start communicating with the mayor about this crime crisis and we do not want it to continue.
I urge our president to attend the meeting in July, with the mayor that he spoke of. If permissible, he should take many members of our organization with him. If able to, I’ll go. We can then
all express our displeasure with the crime situation and how ineffective the police department has
been in combating it.
Ronald F. Plaisance
Delgado Drive
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PARKVIEW NEWS

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday
May 6
6:00 PM

MUSIC
Budding young artists including Junior Philharmonic winners kick off the Thursdays at
Twilight Garden Concert Series at City
Park’s New Orleans Train Garden. Gates
open at 5:00 PM. Admission is $5 for adults
and $2 for children.

Saturday and
Sunday
May 8 - 9
10 - 5 PM

SPRING GARDEN SHOW
City Park’s annual event features plant and
garden product exhibits, educational programs, a kid’s discovery area and a large
sales area. Admission is $6 for adults and $2
for children.

Saturday
May 8
9:00 - 11:00 AM

CHESS LESSONS FOR KIDS
Coach Russ will teach kids the ins and outs
of this splendid game at Fair Grinds Coffeehouse.

Thursday
May 13
6:00 PM

MUSIC
Thais St. Julian and Milton Scheurmann, Jr.
explore passion on the boards of Broadway
with their review of American theater music. City Park Train Garden. Admission is
$5 for adults and $2 for children.

SPANISH MOSS SOLD ON EBAY TO HELP PAY FOR
HEADSTONE FOR DECEASED FAMILY MEMBER
Gallon sized Zip Lock bags of Spanish Moss are being sold on eBay by a
New Orleans family that is trying to raise funds for a tombstone for the grave of a
family member. The seller, whose eBay ID is “iluvumomma,” completed an auction on April 25, with “lavalavau” winning the three bags of moss with a bid of
$4.26, beating out two other bidders.
Regarding the moss the seller writes, “Some of the strands are quite long. I
tried not to break up any of the strands when I cleaned all the leaves from the
moss.”
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PARKVIEW NEWS
HOLY ROSARY ACADEMY NAMED EXEMPLARY PROGRAM;
BAYOU SCHOOL CONTINUES TO GROW AND DEVELOP
Holy Rosary Academy (HRA) has been named an Exemplary Program by the
Council of Exceptional Children (CEC), according to Patty Glaser, the president of
the Moss Street school. The Council’s national convention will be held in New Orleans later this year and Holy Rosary Academy has been chosen as a tour site for
delegates to the convention.
Glaser said that this is “quite an honor” for the school, especially considering
that the school neither applied for nor solicited the distinction. It came as a complete
surprise to the administration.
Holy Rosary Academy
started the year with 132 students but now has 153 enrolled.
Glaser said that parental support is very strong because
“they like the way HRA educates kids.”
Glaser points to the faculty as one reason for the
school’s success. “We have a
strong committed faculty who
are excellent models of lifelong learning and producers and consumers of the arts.
Three faculty members are artists, two are musicians, one is a published and award
winning poet, one is a mid-wife, one is in the symphony, two are adjunct professors
at UNO, and one is a drummer in a rock band.
According to the school’s website, www.holyrosaryacademy.com, HRA’s
mission “is to educate children in a nurturing environment that embraces individual learning styles, develops intellectual curiosity, and emphasizes the diverse and
unique strengths of our students. HRA administers to the academic and spiritual
needs of students, in a Roman Catholic environment, ensuring academic success
while developing ethics, values, and social and community awareness. ”

ENCOURAGE YOUR NEIGHBORS TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATION
MORE MEMBERS MEAN A STRONGER VOICE
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KENYANS ONCE AGAIN DOMINATE CRESCENT CITY CLASSIC;
WARM, HUMID CONDITIONS PRODUCE SLOWER TIMES
The top eight finishers in the April
10 Crescent City Classic 10 K road race
were Kenyans, as race officials expected,
with 24 year old Nelson Kiplagat leading
the pack. Fellow countryman Isabella
Ochichi was the first woman to cross the
finish line.
Warm temperatures plagued the
Russia’s 21 year old Tatyana Petrova was the
race as many elite runners seemed to be
third woman to cross the finish line.
laboring at the five mile mark along City
Park Avenue. At the finish and inside Tad Gormley Stadium medical crews treated
a greater than expected number of runners suffering from heat related illnesses.
Past winners of this race did well in April. Colleen DeReuk, who won the
race in 2000, was the top finisher in the US Olympics Marathon Trial on April 3 in
St. Louis and will represent the United States in Athens this Summer.

Nelson Kiplagat, in the center of the photo, wearing number 8, was the winner.

CALENDAR LISTINGS SOLICITED
We are trying to include a monthly calendar of events in the newsletter. If
you know of a neighborhood event that should be included, or someone who lives
in Parkview who is participating in an event that should be brought to our attention, please submit the listing to mctullis@bellsouth.net or fax it to 488-6581.
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(Continued from page 5)

mean that each house on N. Carrollton, between 1976-2003, was sold but once.
There are only six lots on Orleans and since 1976 those six lots have had four
sales, a .66 rate. This is the lowest turnover rate in all of Parkview, but since Orleans
only has six lots, the runner up needs to be considered. That would be the 900 block
of Wilson Drive, which has 26 lots but has had only 24 sales since 1976 - a rate of .92.
To get a better understanding of how low the turnover rate is for the 900
block of Wilson Drive consider that more houses, nearly 50% more, have sold on
that street since 1994 than in all the years between 1976 and 1994. During one 16
year stretch only five houses were sold. During that same period no houses were
sold for five straight years.
The street with the highest turnover rate is St. John’s Court with a 2.2. This
means that on average between 1976 and 2003 every lot on St. John’s Court has been
sold twice. This is a very high figure when considering that the street with the second highest turnover, the 800 block of Wilson, has a 1.68 rate.
The average street in Parkview has a turnover rate of 1.23 since 1976.
How does Parkview stack up against its neighbor on the other side of Carrollton? It is a commonly held belief that few houses go up for sale in the City Park
Triangle, which includes Allard and Solomon, as well as City Park Avenue. The
chart below confirms that belief.
Number of Houses Sold in City Park Triangle (1976-2003)
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PARKVIEW NEWS
THE RETURN OF THE STREETCARS TO THE BANKS OF BAYOU
SAINT JOHN by Eric Hartman
Having grown up on Moss Street with
the Bayou at my front door, I have always been
fascinated by the history of the Bayou and
neighborhood. I moved back into the neighborhood just as the announcement was made that
the streetcar was going to be returning to Canal
Street and Bayou St. John. The streetcar's return
to the banks of the Bayou immediately reminded me of early 1900's photos I have of my
grandfather's hand-built boat being rolled out
Esplanade to be launched at the Mullen's shipyard located across the Esplanade Bridge. In
those photos, you can see the special rigging
needed for the streetcar wires to cross it. With
the Pitot House & Desmar Playground being the site of the Esplanade Streetcar barn, I
can only imagine the sounds on a still springtime night of streetcars echoing up and
down the Bayou as they crossed the bridge and swaggered out the tracks along the
Bayou carrying revelers to hear music on the boardwalks of Spanish Fort.
I was so looking forward to the streetcar's return that I did a painting of the new
streetcar passing Mandina's. The RTA bought it to use for the invitation to the May
28th Grand Opening Celebration. I painted a second one for Mandina's, which now
hangs over its bar.
So in the cool very early hour of 2am Sunday morning with the same scents of
sweet olives and other spring time flowers that those same revelers might have
smelled in years long past, I ventured out of my American Can Apartment to take part
in the return of the streetcars to the banks of Bayou St. John. My United Cab driver informed me that a crowd was already forming at the Canal Streetcar. Sure enough, I arrived to see about 60 folks sipping café au lait and excitedly telling of their past memories of the old Canal Streetcar. Within an hour the crowd grew to hundreds. A lone
well meaning fellow, who'd arrived first, volunteered to try an keep order "first come,
first served" basis by giving out numbers.
At 3:10am the first car pulled from the barn to a rousing cheer. Then as with
anything in the "City that Care Forgot", the actual event went off with the precision of
Pete Fountain's Half Fast Marching Club. The streetcar stopped 30 feet short of the
front of the line and opened its doors. It became everyman for himself. Like the "going
(Continued on page 19)
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out of business sale at Holmes, everyone pressed to get through the door. Tensions
grew. Many of the first arrival folks, who'd been waiting hours, did not get on the first
car. I myself made it on the second car, which headed off to the Cemeteries. And, yes
we all had to pay full fares!
The tenseness brought on by the by the lack of order slowly melted away as we
quietly rode up Canal. Along the ride, folks began to talk across the rows. Cars
honked and waved to us. There were many cheering folks waiting at stops to get on in
front of their homes like RocknBowl's John Blancher & family, who boarded across
from St. Anthony's only to have to disembark with everyone at the Cemeteries end.
Instead of reboarding, I jumped into a buddy's car and we went back up to Carrollton and Canal to await the 4 AM first streetcar designated to turn on Carrollton
Ave. It arrived slightly late but was filled with a smaller crowd. Many were from the
Carrollton/City Park area.
The car attempted to turn on to Carrollton. Grudgingly, as if it were battling all
the negative feelings caused by the construction, the car slowly made the turn. Over
the head of the driver, two gleaming lines appeared in the street as the newly erected
lights reflected off the tracks. The car stalled again. Apparently, those negative demons
went not done. A repairman arrived and fixed the snafu. Folks in the neighborhood
were still waiting at each stop. Finally, we reached the tracks' end in front of City
Park.
All in all, it was quite fun to take part in the historical return of the streetcar to
the banks of Bayou St. John. I think the streetcars will be wonderful for the entire area.
Sure, they are still working the bugs out of the system. But, as we locals stood back
and watched that streetcar, reloaded with new and excited passengers, motor away
again back Canal Street and the quiet of 5AM stillness returned on the Bayou, I could
not help but see smiles on everyone's faces. I think even old P.G. T. Beauregard
cracked a grin at the sight of the streetcar's return.
H. Eric Hartman, 47, is a sight-impaired artist living
for the past 2 1/2 years in the American Can Apartments. He
grew up on Moss St in the 1300 & 1400 blocks for his first 18
years before his family moved. Hartmans have lived in the
Bayou St. John area for over 100 years. You can view his artwork on his website www.art-man.com
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MAYOR RAY NAGIN WANTS PARKVIEW FEEDBACK
Mayor Nagin has invited neighborhood association representatives from the
First Police District to a meeting with him and his staff to be held on June 7. According to Maria Marcal, a longtime leader in the Treme area who is helping to organize the event, the purpose of the meeting is to give neighborhood leaders an opportunity to bring to the mayor’s attention issues of importance to the individual
neighborhoods.
The Board of the Parkview Neighborhood Association would like to begin
soliciting comments from its members about which issues to stress with the mayor.
It is understood that time will be limited; therefore, it will probably be best to stick
with just one or two issues, so that the mayor can easily relate Parkview with these
particular issues.
One of the first suggested issues to discuss with the mayor is the lack of zoning enforcement by the City, particularly as it relates to illegal non-conforming uses.
This would cover such matters as the issuances of occupancy permits and conditional use permits, both of which are required for many activities, but which are seldom applied for with the City.
Please feel free to send in your suggested topics of discussion to the Board.
(Continued from page 9)

the hydrant and water pressure secured that will throw water clear across a block.”
In the end the firehouse, which was considered by some to be “the finest in
the country,” cost $18,000, which would be $7,000 over budget.
It would still be a good two months before the promised autohose wagon
would be delivered. Fire Chief Louis Pujol completed the installation of the new
hose company, No. 1, in early February of 1912. According to newspaper reports,
immediately after the ceremony was completed, a fire on Banks Street called Autohose Company No. 1 to action. The men of the company arrived in time to assist in
extinguishing the small fire.
Had the wagon been delivered on time, Autohose Company No. 1’s first firefighting job would have been a lot closer than Banks Street. For in late January an
overheated furnace at a house on Moss Street started a fire that caused $500 worth
of damage. That house, 1347 Moss Street, the Morel-Wisner House, was the site of
the most recent meeting of the Parkview Neighborhood Association.
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