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NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR
TUESDAY APRIL 27, 7:30 PM AT MORELWISNER HOUSE, 1347 MOSS STREET
After having its first three meetings at Vincent
Hall at Holy Rosary, the Association will move its
April meeting to a private home, the Morel-Wisner
House, 1347 Moss Street. The meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday April 27 at 7:30 PM.
Scheduled speakers include Murray Nelson,
President of the Upper Hurstville Neighborhood
Association, who will discuss his neighborhood’s
recent success in becoming a special crime prevention
district, and someone from the Association who will
discuss homeowner’s insurance issues.

NO. 1

STREETCAR TO
ROLL APRIL 18;
PARTY PLANNED
According to the
RTA the Canal Streetcar
line will open up for
business on Sunday
April 18. This includes
the Carrollton spur,
which passes along the
edge of Parkview. The
actual time will be after
the 3:10 AM shift change.

An agenda will be posted in the April
newsletter. If there is any matter that a member would
like to have added to the agenda, please let the Board
know either with a phone call at 483-0733 or an e-mail
to mctullis@bellsouth.net.

To celebrate this
event the Association is
planning to sponsor a
party on that day. The
details for the party have
not been finalized, but an
announcement will be
made in next month’s

(Continued on top of page 2)

(Continued on page 2)

MARATHON
SET
FOR SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 29
The wait for Endymion begins very early in the
morning for many on Orleans Avenue.

PLAN AHEAD FOR
TRAFFIC CHANGES

FROM PAGE ONE
(Continued from page 1, Meeting)

Part of the reason for moving the location of the meeting is to actually hold
the meeting in Parkview. There is only one public building in Parkview, the Fire
House, and besides the few businesses in the area, only private homes are left. If
any member would care to host a future meeting, please don’t be shy in
volunteering. The next meeting will be held in July.
Refreshments are always served at the meetings, which usually last about 90
minutes.
The Board of Directors of the Association has five seats. These seats are
elected in even numbered years, so all seats will come up for election this year, at
the October meeting. Four of the five members of the Board have expressed an
interest in retaining their seats on the Board, so one position will be without an
incumbent. If any member is interested in filling this seat, or any of the seats that are
held by incumbents, please speak to a member of the Board.

(Continued from page 1, Streetcar)

newsletter.
Streetcars were once a regular part of the lives of those in Parkview, as the
City Park line ran up and down Dumaine Street. The City Park route began service
in 1898. In 1941 buses were substituted for the streetcars. North Carrollton Avenue
was never serviced by a streetcar. The furthest the streetcar traveled from St.
Charles Avenue on South Carrollton was to Tulane Avenue. This was true for both
the St. Charles and Tulane Belts.
THE LAST LETTER
At the entrances of Leda and Verna,
across Esplanade from Holy Rosary
Church, are tall square brick posts. When
developed in 1912 these two streets, along
with the Jockey Club building, were
known as Arcadia Court, and the name
Arcadia Court was spelled out with metal
letters on the face of theses posts. All that
is now left is this “C,” and by the look of it,
soon it will be gone too.
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PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS
NOTE: If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take
action on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net
DATE
DESCRIPTION OF
PROBLEM PROBLEM
REPORTED

STATUS
OF RESOLUTION

Feb. 2003

Parking of vehicles on the banks
of the Bayou, especially near the
Magnolia Gardens/Harding
Bridge.

Jay Batt said at the January meeting that he would
address the problem with Cabrini, and if necessary,
have ticket writers at the scene. Mr. Batt has written
Cabrini a letter asking Cabrini to address the problem. Cabrini responded in writing by saying that it
has tried to discourage parents from parking on the
Bayou. Cabrini in its letter also pointed out that others park on the Bayou as well.

March 2003 Roosevelt. Automobiles parked
improperly make it difficult for
large emergency vehicles to
travel down the street.

Thoughts needed by members on how to address
this problem. Another Roosevelt resident has recently brought this matter to the Association’s attention.

Oct. 2003

Near Post Office on Jeff Davis.
There is significant brush growth
between the post office and the
Stone Center that causes serious
obstruction of a driver’s vision
when traveling on Jeff Davis
from the post office toward Canal Street. There is no side walk
on the post office side of the
street, so pedestrians must walk
in the street, creating an even
more dangerous situation at that
curve in the road.

Letters have been sent to the City expressing concern
about this situation. This may be one of those problems where nobody wants to take responsibility.
The growth, weeds and grass may be on a railroad
right of way.

Oct. 2003

Vehicles traveling down side
streets at high rates of speed;
endangering children and pets.

The problem may be a result of construction on Carrollton and may work itself out once this work is
completed. With the streetcar line scheduled to open
in April this situation will be evaluated in the Summer.

Jan. 2004

Drainage problems on Olga
Street.

Jay Batt listened to Olga Street residents complain of
this problem. He said he would look into it. A letter
was sent to Mr. Batt suggesting that he meet with
residents of Olga to discuss these problems.

Councilman Jay Batt responded by sending a letter
to the Department of Public Works asking for their
attention to this matter. This has been two months
now and still nothing has been done. In a month
when Spring comes, the growth will be wild again.
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EDITORIAL

LETTERS

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE PARADES?

NO LETTERS WERE
RECEIVED THIS MONTH
________________________
Letters may either
be e-mailed to mctullis
@bellsouth.net or simply
mailed to Parkview
Neighborhood Association,
P.O. Box 791577, New Orleans, LA 70179.

Twenty years ago during Mardi Gras season, in many
neighborhoods throughout New Orleans, a family could walk a
few blocks to a major street and catch a parade. This was true in
Gentilly, the Lakefront and in New Orleans East. Mid-City alone
offered a half dozen krewes, filling much of the two weekends of
Carnival. Last year, however, unless you lived Uptown, you had
very little opportunity to see a flambeau carrier, hear a marching
band or fight for a doubloon.
Endymion, the great Gentilly krewe, returned to its MidCity route this year, much to the joy of its subjects. However,
those wise to Mardi Gras politics are quick to point out that
Endymion’s years on this route are numbered, that City officials,
including the police, want all parades to travel on the Uptown
route. This is easy to believe when one realizes that Endymion is
the sole holdout. Even Mid-City parades Uptown now.
The connection between neighborhoods and their krewes
has forever been lost. That was decided a decade ago with the
exodus Uptown. The losers are the families and the elderly and
anyone else who doesn’t live near St. Charles Avenue.

ARCHITECTURAL REPRODUCTIONS
The late architectural historian Malcolm Heard, in
lamenting the lack of good modern architecture in the French
Quarter, wrote in his important work, French Quarter Manual:
“An infusion of twentieth and twenty-first-century design,
limited in scale and use but not in style, and especially not in quality,
would help to sustain the French Quarter as an alive-and-breathing
community of buildings with an internal process of renewal to allay the
threat of suffocation from its own history.”

EDITOR’S NOTE:
This is the first issue
of the second volume of
this newsletter. For a
monthly all that means is
that this is the 13th issue.
We want to continue to improve the newsletter, but we cannot do so
without the help of the
membership. Please let us
know of any changes you
would suggest. All ideas
are appreciated and considered.

These words should be remembered by those
preservationists in the City who applaud the building of new
homes in styles that were popular 150 years ago, specifically the
19th century double-gallery Greek Revival and Italianate homes
that are suddenly growing out of the ground in parts of Uptown.
Thankfully some have cast a critical eye at this trend.
Elliott Perkins, a staffer with the Historic District Landmark
Commission, said in The Times-Picayune that the HDLC is “weary
of reproductions because they can create a false sense of history.”
Indeed. The last thing New Orleans, a city that relies on tourism,
can ill afford to do is create confusion about its history.
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Overhead wires are now
strung for the Carrollton
spur of the streetcar line. It
won’t be long until they are
in use.

PARKVIEW HISTORY
CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH;
NEW RACE TRACK PLANNED FOR REAR OF PARK—1904
Editor’s Note: In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely
reported in the city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The TimesDemocrat. The City Beautiful movement was in full swing by this period, and its
major tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics, were most evident in New
Orleans in the development of parks. Since the development of Parkview is so
much linked with the development of the park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how activities at the park were reported a century ago. The following is
from an article in The Daily Picayune from March 1904:
The New Orleans City Park Improvement Association met yesterday forenoon in the park, President Paul Capdevielle presiding.
Clifford D. Walton, who had submitted a proposition to operate a miniature
railroad on the grounds, asked to withdraw it, as under the restrictions imposed, he
could not accept.
Treasurer Schneidan reported having received the fountain from the Commissioners of Clay Square, a palm from Mrs. Uter, and a second lot of trees from
General Adolph Meyer. It also reported that a bid had been submitted to furnish a
water cart for the park for $250. It reported having rejected a vitascope exhibition
on the grounds, as it would not countenance any advertising schemes. All of the
rowboats had been repaired, and eleven new ones purchased, maintaining the fleet
to the full number of forty boats. It had also issued orders that automobiles passing
through the park should not be driven at a higher rate of speed than six miles and
hour. This matter was discussed, and it was finally decided to fix the limit of speed
at eight miles an hour.
The Committee was authorized to repair the dancing platform and to have it
in good order in time for the grand festival, which will take place during the latter
part of April. The recommendation made by the Executive Committee that the
dancing platform be covered, thus affording a shelter in rainy weather, was referred
back to the Committee.
Chairman Schneidan, of the Music Committee, reported that President Foster, of the New Orleans Railways Company, had donated $1,000 to defray the expenses of music during the coming summer, for which a vote of thanks was accorded.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

The Subject of the projected race track in the rear of the park then came up
for discussion. Commissioner Dreyfous opposed the placing in that locality of a
race track. He had no doubt as to the respectability of the members of the New
Jockey Club, nor did he question their intentions to do everything they promised to
do. They might do this, but the Commissioners should consider that the park was
not a question of to-day, next year, nor the next fifty years, but for all time. Their
posterity would enjoy, the park and who could promise that the race track would
not, in the course of time, become surrounded by grogshops, low boarding-houses,
etc., and become infested with bad or immoral characters, and what protection
could ladies and children have who visited the park in such an event? Then, too,
the park needed the ground. It was situated between the park and the lake, and it
has always been the earnest intention and ambition of the Commissioners to extend
the limits as far as the shores of Lake Pontchartrain. Should the new Club secure the
ownership of the ground, then all their hopes would end, for the Club would stand
between the park and the consummation of their most desired wishes and hopes.
Superintendent Anseman concurred with the views of Mr. Dreyfous, and the
Mayor said that, while he would not urge any objection as to what character of
houses would surround the new [track], nor who the occupants would probably be,
but would assume that everything the promoters of the track promised would be
carried out to the very letter, yet the fact remained, as Mr. Dreyfous had said, that
the race track would stand in the way of the further extension of the park. His
Honor said, further, that as far as the City Council went, their sypathies were with
the Park Commission, and that they would do everything in their power to assist
them. The project, however, to expropriate the property did not appear to be feasible to them just at the present time.
A motion was then offered and adopted that communication be sent to all
commercial bodies of the city asking their assistance and co-operation in the premises, and that every individual member of the Commission exert himself to the utmost to accomplish the objects of the Association and to defeat the objects of the
new Jockey Club in locating their race track in the rear of the park.
Mr. Bell, Secretary of the Metairie Cemetery Association, who is interested in
the new race track, and Mr. Brown, a promoter, were invited in, and they submitted
a map showing the site of the proposed race track, and also a sketch of the park
property. Walks, drives, lawns, avenue and groves of trees were laid off on the
maps shown, and the gentlemen assured the Commissioners that in reality the track
would be in adjunct to the park; that only for a few hours of each day of the racing
season would the park be used by the Club, and at all other hours would be for the
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

use of the public. They promised that no objectionable buildings should be erected
upon the grounds, and no barroom or other objectionable privileges should be
given. The prospectus of the new Club was explained in detail to the members.
While the gentlemen were explaining the maps and sketches, President
Lewis Johnson, of the Audubon Commission, called, and, after Messrs. Bell and
Brown had withdrawn, he explained to the meeting the details of the resolutions
which had been adopted in joint session of the Commissioners of the City Park and
Audubon Park, with regard to the protests against encroachments upon the Mall in
Washington, which is regarded almost as a sacrilege, as the design was originated
by the Father of His Country, George Washington, and has always been looked
upon as being in every respect excellent. Mr. Johnson had plans and circular letters,
which he read.
The meeting then adopted resolutions emphasizing the objections urged
against the establishment of the race track in the rear of the park, and to make every
effort to have the city expropriate the tract of land for park purposes.
President Johnson was asked for his views upon the race track question. He
said the extension of the City Park to Lake Pontchartrain would be more beneficial
to New Orleans than the establishment of ten race tracks, and his views were applauded.
An effort was made, some time since, to remove the boathouses in Bayou St.
John, immediately in front of the Country Club house, now in course of construction. These boathouses, besides being unsightly, shut out the view from the Country
Club, and otherwise prove an obstruction. Yesterday the Park Commissioners decided to aid morally the efforts of the Country Club in carrying out their intentions
and adopted a resolution to ask the Canal Commissioners not to issue permits for
the construction or erection of any more boat houses in Bayou St. John near or in
front of the park property, and to have the privileges already granted revoked, and
the boathouses moved. Commissioners Dreyfous, Claiborne and Lelong were appointed a committee of three to see about this matter.
Notice has been given that, this being the spawning season, no more permits
to fish in the lakes in City Park will be granted until July 1 next. Mr. Claiborne
stated that he had now received a large lot of fish to stock the lakes with and these
would be ready for the anglers’ bait about the 1st of July.
The meeting was then adjourned.
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PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE
In mid February The Times-Picayune’s real estate writer Greg Thomas, using
data from the New Orleans Metropolitan Association of Realtors, confirmed what
many have long thought about the real estate market in New Orleans. Home sale
prices for 2003 continued the trend of substantial gains with prices up ten percent
over last year’s numbers. The average single family home in Orleans Parish sold for
$201,668 in 2003.
The tables and accompanying maps that appeared with this newspaper
article divided the City, and actually the entire metro area, into sections. It appears
from the map in the article that Parkview is included with a large section of the City
entitled “Delgado,” which includes much of Mid-City as well as Treme.
Unfortunately the maps and charts are not any more specific than this. In order to
get a better understanding of the real estate situation in Parkview for last year one
could create one’s own spreadsheets and databases using publicly available
information, and that is exactly what has been done here for this article that you are
now reading in Notes and Issues.
In order to provide further perspective, as well as
to give some basis of comparison, three other
neighborhoods near Parkview are examined: the City
Park Triangle, Faubourg St. John and Faubourg
Pontchartrain. A map for each of these areas is
presented here.
These neighborhood groupings are perhaps
smaller and contain fewer blocks than some would
normally consider for that neighborhood. For example
PARKVIEW
many consider Faubourg St. John to be a larger
neighborhood than what is represented here.
Boundaries were drawn to maintain balance, but also to make distinctions. In the
case of Faubourg St. John, if one wishes to adopt the larger view of that
neighborhood one simply has to add together the data for other neighborhood
groupings.
Last year the average sale price for a house in
Parkview was $264,000, an increase of nearly 25%
over the 2002 average price of $212,000. Nineteen
home sales from last year were used in the 2003
CITY PARK TRIANGLE

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

calculation, while in 2002 Parkview had 22 sales.
In the neighboring City Park area, which is a triangle
bounded by Carrollton, City Park and Orleans avenues, six
sales are included here with an average sale price of $300,000.
This number of sales, six, is the fewest in the City Park area
since 1977. In 2002, for example, there were eight sales with
an average price of $235,000.
FAUBOURG ST. JOHN

Across the Bayou, the Faubourg St. John neighborhood
also saw a significant increase in the average sale price. In
2003, 25 houses sold for an average price of $207,000, a 27% increase over the 2002
average of $162,000. Like the City Park area, the number of sales in Faubourg St.
John was the lowest many years. In 1993 there were 22 sales.

In Faubourg Pontchartrain, which is the area near
Fair Grounds, 13 houses sold for an average price of
$152,000, an increase of 15% over the 2002 numbers. The
number of homes sold was the fewest since 1992 when nine
houses were sold.
Methodology
The data that was used by the New Orleans
Metropolitan Association of Realtors, as explained in The
FAUBOURG
Times Picayune article, covered sales of “single-family
PONTCHARTRAIN
detached homes, including the standard shotgun double,
but excluded lots, townhouses, condominiums and multifamily complexes.”
The City’s property database, which is available on-line, was the primary
source for the Notes and Issues study. This database can be found at
http://www.new-orleans.la.us/home/. The database can be tricky at first use, but
once the user is familiar with it using the database becomes quite easy.
From this database a spreadsheet was created for every street in the four
neighborhoods. (The boundaries of these neighborhoods are shown on the maps.)
Every sale in these four neighborhoods since 1977 was examined at the City
property database level. In general, commercial properties were excluded from the
spreadsheets. However, apartment buildings were not necessarily excluded.
Transactions between family members were generally excluded; however, if the
(Continued on top of page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

relationship between the parties was not obviously a family one, for example
because of different last names, then it is possible that some of these transactions
did make it into the spreadsheets.
Errors in the City’s on-line database, as well as the transcription of that data
to spreadsheets, is acknowledged. The only method to be sure that information on
each property transfer is correct would be to examine the Act of Sale of each of these
titles, something that is clearly impractical.
Subdivisions and Condos
Two recent phenomena that make the tracking of sale prices difficult is the
trend in subdividing lots and the conversion of homes into condominiums.
In the practice of subdivision, a large lot with a single house is divided into
two new lots for the purpose of building a new home on one of the lots. Thus you
now have two houses, each on its own lot and each with its own owner, where as
before you had just one house on one large lot with just one owner. The City then
provides the new lot with a new municipal address. This has happened twice in the
PARKVIEW
$300

In Thousands of Dollars

$250

$200

$150

$100

$50

$0
1976

1978

1980

1982

1984

1986

1988

1990

1992

1994

1996

1998

2000

2002

(Continued on page 11)

10

PARKVIEW NEWS
(Continued from page 10)

past three years on Moss Street. The subdividing of lots is limited most sharply by
CITY PARK TRIANGLE
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the number of large lots that are even susceptible to being broken into two
independent lots. There are few of these left in Parkview.
However, there are no limits to condominium conversions. Unlike
subdividing, which often involves zoning consequences and some regulatory
adjudication, condo conversions can be done quietly, often with only a declaration.
Regulatory involvement is generally not necessary for condominium
conversions as they produce no negative impact on the neighborhood. The most
common type of condo conversion is when a four apartment complex would be
converted into four individual condos.
In either case subdividing or condo converting makes understanding home
values more difficult because in both cases one property becomes two and it isn’t so
simple as to conclude that now these two are equal to that old one.
There are many factors to consider when trying to understand this increase in
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

home sale prices. According to the report cited in The Times-Picayune article, “A
decade long renovation boom in a historical city bent on preservation, a perception
New Orleans Population (1930-2000)
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that crime has been beaten back and that neighborhoods have rebounded, fueled
with mortgage rates near 40-year lows, have created more demand than supply.”
Wayne Ragas, author of the 2004 New Orleans and South Central Gulf Real
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(Continued from page 12)

Estate Market Analysis and director of UNO’s Real Estate Market Data Center, said
of the current situation, “It’s a classic seller’s market in many neighborhoods.”
Ragas went on to say that sometimes, sellers name the price and buyers don’t
dicker. Many bids come in at the asking price, as buyers worry that they’ll be out
FAUBOURG PONTCHARTRAIN
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bid on a property.
Parkview may well be one of those seller’s markets mentioned by Ragas.
Arthur Sterbocow, president of Latter & Blum Inc. Realtors said in the article that in
some areas of the City he has agents waiting for listings with frustrated buyers in
tow. (At the time of this writing, late February 2004, the MLS shows four homes
available in Parkview, with the average price of these four to be $455,000. Two
more homes are “For Sale by Owner.”)
Real estate prices have generally been unaffected by changes in the City’s
population. As is well known New Orleans’ population has declined since 1960, but
some believe that this decline is beginning to slow down. For example, from April
2000 through July 2002 the City has lost only 10,993 people. See chart on opposite
page.
(Continued on page 17)
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PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday
February 28
8:00 PM

COMEDY
Chris Champagne performs The Joe Horn
Monologues, a hilarious look at New
Orleans football at the Fair Grinds Coffeehouse, 3133 Ponce de Leon.

Sunday
March 7
9:00—2:00

USED BOOK SALE
Annual event benefits Our Lady of the Rosary Archival Project, Vincent Hall, 1324
Moss Street.

Friday
March 19
6:00 PM

CONCERT
Baton Rouge singer songwriter Eric Peters
performs at the Fair Grinds Coffeehouse.
For more information on Peters visit
www.ericpeters.net

Sunday
March 21
3:00 PM

BOOK SIGNING
Sr. Dorothy Dawes will discuss and sign her
history of the religious orders of Louisiana
at Vincent Hall, 1324 Moss Street.

PEIRCE LEWIS EVENT CANCELED: Professor Lewis had an unfortunate accident
in February that makes his trip to New Orleans impossible, canceling all events.

WEEKLY CHESS GAMES AT FAIR GRINDS COFFEEHOUSE
Each Wednesday evening, starting at 8:00 PM, local chess players of all ages
come together at the Fair Grinds Coffeehouse, 3133 Ponce de Leon, to participate in
friendly games and to pick up new moves and openings. Players of all skill levels
are invited to attend these lively sessions. For more information please consult
www.fairgrinds.com.
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SEVENTH ANNUAL USED BOOK SALE SUNDAY MARCH 7TH
AT HOLY ROSARY; DONATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
Holy Rosary’s annual used book sale will take
place on Sunday March 7 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at
Vincent Hall, 1324 Moss Street. The sale benefits the
Archival Project, which is dedicated to the study of the
culture and history of the Bayou St. John area.
Donations of books and other materials are now
being collected. A large box in the vestibule of the church
is available to drop donations. If you need to have them picked up please contact
Mark Tullis at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net

MARDI GRAS MARATHON SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY FEB 29;
ROUTE TRAVELS ALONG BAYOU— PLAN AHEAD
The 39th Annual Mardi Gras Marathon will take place on Sunday February
29th, starting downtown at 7:00 AM. The course of the race will run along Moss
Street on the Parkview side of the Bayou. During this race getting across the Bayou
in an automobile is nearly impossible. We are at mile marker ten, so even with the
7:00 start time, streets crossing Moss will be blocked off from 7:45 AM until 10:30
AM.
A map of the course can be found at www.mardigrasmarathon.com

WEB SITE OF THE MONTH: STATE MAP DATABASE
The State has put together a fantastic
database of maps and mapping tools at
http://wwwlamap.doa.state.la.us. Both
satellite and aerial maps are available, as
are topographical maps.
With the software you are able to
negotiate maps of any area of the state and
see the outlines of houses and streets, as
indicated by this map at right of Parkview.
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LOCAL WINE SHOP FEATURED IN LAGNIAPPE
Cork and Bottle, a small shop in the retail space at the Can Company, was
one of a half dozen wine shops featured in a Brett Anderson article in the January 30
issue of Lagniappe. The article featured a photograph of the weekly tasting held at
the shop each Thursday from 3:00 to 7:00 PM, in conjunction with the Farmers
Market.
Jon Smith, the owner, said in the article, “Being in the wine shop, what I’ve
seen it become, and I don’t mean to get ethereal about it, but it’s almost become a
community gathering place.”
In March the shop will launch a series of classes called Winesense. For more
information call 934—1386.

CRIME PREVENTION DISTRICTS TAKE HOLD IN BATON
ROUGE AND OTHER AREAS OF THE STATE
It was originally thought that owing to its high crime rate only New Orleans
neighborhoods would be interested in setting up crime prevention districts; however, ten years into the program more areas of the state are opting to tax themselves
in order to have additional police protection.
Two neighborhoods in Baton Rouge, the Concorde area and Gardere, will
have bills before the legislature this session authorizing the taxing districts. According to an article on PoliticsLA.com one of the bills sponsors, State Representative
William Daniel, originally had mixed feelings for the entire concept saying that
crime prevention districts tended to Balkanize neighborhoods. However, after
meeting with civic associations, Daniel has come to understand the severity of the
crime problem in some Baton Rouge neighborhoods. Daniel said “I consider this
sort of like a band aid for the wound.”

CALENDAR LISTINGS SOLICITED
We are trying to include a monthly calendar of events in the newsletter. If
you know of a neighborhood event that should be included, or someone who lives
in Parkview who is participating in an event that should be brought to our attention, please submit the listing to mctullis@bellsouth.net or fax it to 488-6581.
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(Continued from page 19, Books)

and stale.
The definitive history of the Louisiana Purchase has still not been written, and it is
hoped that the lack of enthusiasm for these two books does not discourage an effort to
better explain the events that we are otherwise told are so very important to our nation’s
history.
BOOK NOTES: The Irish in New Orleans, 1800– 1860, by Fr. Earl Niehaus, has been
reprinted by Ayer. Originally published by LSU Press in 1965, this classic history of the
City’s Irish was for years very difficult to find. The reprint is in hardcover and is available
at Arcadian Books in the French Quarter. Call 523-4138 for more information. The book is
highly recommended.

(Continued from page 13, Real Estate)

The Times-Picayune article
pointed out that it is not higher interest
rates or even the worsening of the job
situation that could potentially harm
real estate prices as much as the
damage of an increase in crime. One
person interviewed said, “If we ever
have three murdered tourists in one
month, we’ll all be unemployed.”

RUMORS APLENTY ABOUT FUTURE OF WHOLE FOODS
When the Whole Foods uptown location opened last year many predicted that the
store on Esplanade would soon close. Now, with another store in Metairie being planned
those same worries are being voiced again.
Much chatter on the subject of Whole Foods can be found on Internet message
boards, including the Tom Fitzmorris restaurant site, where in mid February a long string
developed, with many diehard fans of the Esplanade store writing in that they’d never go
shopping in Metairie.
Meanwhile in Manhattan the grocer opened a 59,000 square foot store at Columbus
Circle. William Grimes, writing in The New York Times, said ”In a peculiarly American way,
Whole Foods subscribes to a religion that might be called moralistic hedonism. With an eye
to pleasing presentation and attractive packaging, it offers a Venusberg of gustatory temptations, often rarefied, and all guaranteed to be good for you.”
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TWO NEW BOOKS ON THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE
ADD TO CELEBRATION OF 200TH ANNIVERSARY

It wasn’t a total loss though as there
were still plenty of other Purchase events
held throughout the year, including a well
received exhibit at NOMA, an auction of
local art at Neal, and, as expected, the
HNOC’s always excellent array of gifts to
the City. Nonetheless, compared to the
1903 celebration last year’s was a big dud.

Kukla,
formerly with the
Historic New
Orleans
Collection,
attempted to cast a
very wide net with
his analysis of the
events leading up
to the Purchase;
however, like
most previous
books focusing on
the Purchase,
these events are generally acts of
diplomacy and diplomatic history is always
difficult to explain to readers. Kukla,
sensing his hard road, tries to interest the
reader in an appreciation of Jefferson’s
Francophile tendencies, filling the pages of
the book with splendid descriptions of the
wonders of revolutionary Paris. However,
Kukla, perhaps himself blinded by
European pageantry, loses his narration
and the reader finds himself having to
glance at the title of the book to remind
himself of what he is reading.

At least the publishing industry did
its part with a flood of new books, not only
on the Purchase but on Thomas Jefferson,
as well as the travels of Lewis and Clark.
The most widely anticipated of these books
was Jon Kukla’s A Wilderness So Immense:
The Louisiana Purchase and the Destiny of
America (Knopf; 2003), which according to
some locals will bring home a major book
award later this year. However, the book
has not been reviewed as widely as
expected.

A more modest attempt is that of
Thomas Fleming, a major historian with
dozens of works under his belt, whose
simply titled book The Louisiana Purchase
(John Wiley and Sons; 2003) is part of the
Turning Points series. This series,
published by a business house, invites well
known writers to examine significant
historical events. Other titles in the series
include NPR’s Scott Simon writing about
Jackie Robinson and the integration of
baseball, and Alan Dershowitz on the

Last year’s celebration of the 200th
anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase was
supposed to have been a hugely important
event for the City of New Orleans. At least
that was the plan. And while the intended
activities were ambitious – these included
President Bush meeting French President
Chirac in Jackson Square – they were,
considering the historical importance of the
Purchase, perfectly reasonable. Nobody
could have predicted then and many still
can’t understand now how the relationship
between the United States and France
could become so strained, but because of a
difference of opinion on the Iraq War,
feelings were hurt and Louisianans were
left to celebrate on their own without the
dignity of world leaders.

(Continued on page 19)
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much difficulty in explaining the process of
negotiation between the French and
Americans. Fleming provides little
biographical information on the main
characters, and without an index or even a
bibliography, the reader is on his own.

(Continued from page 18)

Declaration of Independence.
Fleming
tells much of his
story not from
Paris or
Washington but
from Santo
Domingo
(present day
Haiti), where the
black
revolutionary
hero Toussaint
L’Ouverture
ruled this tiny
island nation of
recently freed slaves. Napoleon
desperately wanted to regain control of
Santo Domingo and sent his brother in law
General Leclerc to overthrow L’Ouverture.
The fighting of the former slaves was fierce,
and Leclerc was forced to adopt desperate
measures including a policy of the
slaughter of every native over the age of
twelve. Yellow Fever and the war
eventually cut down the number of troops
in the French army until Leclerc himself
died a victim of the fever. L’Ouverture was
himself caught and died in prison, but in
the end his militia of former slaves repelled
the French. And it is from this perspective,
or rather this point in history, where
Napoleon realized his economic power in
the Americas was nearing an end, that
Fleming begins his narration of the
diplomatic wrangling over the Louisiana
property. Had L’Ouverture not defeated
the French, Napoleon wouldn’t have had
the same incentives to sell Louisiana to the
United States, and even if he did so, France
would have continued to have a strong
presence in the Caribbean basin.

It is only when Fleming returns to
the war in Santo Domingo that the story
becomes interesting again. Fleming writes:
Even worse news
emanated
from
Sato
Domingo.
There General
Donatien de Rochambeau,
the new commander, was
still fighting a sanguinary
guerilla war. He had bought
1,500 bloodhounds (at $100 a
dog) from English-owned
Jamaica to hunt down the
black freedom fighters, and
had resorted to the most
brutal, no quarter tactics to
terrorize the rebels. But the
war continued to rage in the
interior of the island. On
Bonaparte’s desk was an
urgent
re q u e s t
from
Rochambeau for another
thirty-five thousand men.
Besides these few military incidents,
the story runs out of gas, turning duller
with each chapter. The characters are
painted without personality or color. Even
a scoundrel like Talleyrand seems made
out of cardboard. This doesn’t have to be
the case as nobody would ever suggest that
Napoleon or Jefferson are uninteresting
historical characters. Both men are the
subject of dozens of entertaining
biographies, yet, it seems that each time a
book on the Louisiana Purchase is
published they both come off as wooden

However, like Kuka, Fleming has

(Continued on page 17)
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MID-CITY HAS ITS SHARE OF ANCIENT RESTAURANTS
by Chris Herndon

So, what is the oldest restaurant
in New Orleans? Well, everyone knows
it’s Antoine’s, having been in the same
family since 1840. After that comes
Tujaque’s, Bruning’s, Delmonico,
Galatoire’s, Pascal’s and Arnaud’s
among others, going back into the early
20th century and before. Of course,
most of these have changed with the
times, with new owners and
contemporary food.

the “bubbling butter steak” in New
Orleans (1934) with John Vojkovich as
the founding member.
His son
Anthony carries on the tradition, and
the quality doesn’t disappoint. The
traditional accompaniments such as
Potatoes Lyonaisse, Potatoes Brabant,
Mushrooms and Spinach Au Gratin
may seem dated by contemporary
standards, but these remain with us
with no need for substitution.

What’s the oldest existing
restaurant in Mid-City? This would be
Mandina’s (1932), the earliest of still
existing establishments. A reservoir of
classic New Orleans food, the menu is
still a moderately priced venue with
standard local fare, and the ambience is
low-key and unpretentious as well.

Then, there was the original
Chris’ Steak House (1935) that also did
a “bubbling butter steak” in that
neighborhood, practically across the
street from Crescent City, before Ruth
came along, bought it, and expanded it
into one of the most famous steak house
chains in the United States.

The menu is large, with daily
specials that change each weekday,
almost too much to eat one’s way
though in a lifetime. The Veal Cutlet
with Red Beans on
Monday, for
example, is a classic. The beef stew on
Tuesday is also a classic local dish. The
fish dishes are about the best thing
going for the price and the turtle soup
isn’t bad either. Last but not least, the
roast beef poor boy rivals the best in the
City.

Chris Herndon is a tour guide and
free lance travel writer. His website is
www.tourwithchris.com
Mandina’s
3800 Canal Street
482-9179
A classic Mid-City Restaurant
Crescent City Steak House
1001 N. Broad
821-3271
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
711 N. Broad
486-0810

Along these same lines is the
Crescent City Steakhouse on Broad
Street, the second oldest restaurant in
Mid-City. this is the family that started
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