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MAYOR TO MEET WITH NEIGHBORHOOD 
LEADERS ON JUNE 7TH AT CITY HALL 

 On June 7th Mayor Ray Nagin will meet with 
leaders of neighborhood associations from the First 
District.  Parkview, like all other associations, will be 
allowed to have one representative at the meeting with 
the Mayor.  The meeting will take place at City Hall. 
 
 Input is needed from members of the Association 
on which issues should be discussed with the Mayor.  
In the center of this newsletter you will find a form that 
asks members to indicate the important issues. You are 
strongly encouraged to fill out this form and turn it in 
prior to June 7th. 
 
 The meeting is being organized by Ahmad 
Jabari, the City’s Director of Community Affairs. 
According to a letter from Mr. Jabari the following 
officials will be present at the meeting: 
 
• Ray Nagin, Mayor 
• Eddie Compass, Police Chief 
• Charles Rice, Chief Administrative Officer 
• Alberta Pate, Housing Director 

(Continued on top of page 2) 

   

DON’T TRIP AS YOU 
SKIP TO SCHOOL 
editorial and letter on page 4 

NEXT GENERAL 
MEETING TO BE  
HELD ON JULY 20  
 
 The Summer meet-
ing of the Association will 
take place on Tuesday 
July 20 at 7:30 PM at the 
home of William Peltier, 
919 Moss Street. 
 
 If you would like 

(Continued on page 2) 

GENERAL BEAUREGARD GETS A NEW COAT; 
PATINA WIPED AWAY WITH NEW PAINT 
 
 On May 24 workers began to apply a bronze colored paint 
to the statue of General P.G.T. Beauregard.  In the photo at left 
the granite base of the statue is covered in plastic. 
 
 The Alexander Doyle statue was dedicated in 1915. 
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FROM PAGE ONE 

• Brenda Hatfield, Office of Intergovernmental Relations 
• Patrick Evans, Communications Director 
• Andrala Walker, Director of Job1 
• Kenya Smith, Executive Counsel 
 
 The letter from Mr. Jabari states that the purpose of this meeting is “to bring the 
leaders to the table with the Mayor to discuss issues/problems about their 
neighborhoods and to discuss possible solutions.” 
 
 A full report of the meeting will be in the July edition of the newsletter.  

(Continued from page 1, Mayor) 

to add any topic to the agenda, please send the information by June 15, as the agenda 
will be published in the July issue of the newsletter. 
 
 Old business that will be on the agenda includes issues involving the repair of 
the Harding Drive/Magnolia Garden bridge; illegal parking on the banks of Bayou St. 
John; the creation of a special crime prevention district; and drainage. 
 
 Usually City Councilman Jay Batt or someone from his office will attend the 
quarterly meetings to address issues concerning the City.  State Representative Peppi 
Bruneau and State Senator Paulette Irons too have attended meetings.  Please bring 
your questions and concerns for the city and state officials. 
 
 As always refreshments will be served.  

(Continued from page 1) 

GAS PRICES SOAR 
 
 These two photos, taken 
days apart in late May, show 
gas prices hitting close to the 
two dollars per gallon mark 
for regular unleaded. 
 
 Another reason to take 
the streetcar. 
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PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS 
 
NOTE:  If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take ac-
tion on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net.  
DATE  
PROBLEM 
REPORTED 

DESCRIPTION OF   
PROBLEM 

STATUS 
OF RESOLUTION 

Feb. 2003 Parking of vehicles on the banks 
of the Bayou, especially near the 
Magnolia Gardens/Harding 
Bridge. 

Letter sent to the Levee Board asking for large curbing 
blocks to be added in order to deter vehicles from 
driving on levee. 

March 2003 Roosevelt.  Automobiles parked 
improperly make it difficult for 
large emergency vehicles to travel 
down the street. 

Ideas needed by members on how to address this 
problem.  Another Roosevelt resident has recently 
brought this matter to the Association’s attention. 

Oct. 2003 There is significant brush growth 
between the post office and the 
Stone Center that causes serious 
obstruction of a driver’s vision 
when traveling on Jeff Davis from 
the post office toward Canal 
Street.  There is no sidewalk on 
the post office side of the street, 
so pedestrians must walk in the 
street, creating a dangerous situa-
tion at that curve. 

Letters have been sent to the City expressing concern 
about this situation.  This may be one of those prob-
lems where nobody wants to take responsibility.  The 
growth, weeds and grass may be on a railroad right-of
- way.   
 
Councilman Jay Batt sent a letter to the Department of 
Public Works asking for its attention to this matter.   

Jan. 2004 Drainage problems on Olga 
Street. 

Mr. Batt has sent a letter to the Department of Public 
Works requesting a survey to be done to determine 
necessary repairs. 

Jan. 2004 Speeding on Dumaine Street. Four 25 mph speed limit signs have recently been 
posted.  Ticketing done by NOPD in mid-May. 

March 2004 The street on Picheloup Place is in 
terrible condition, with huge pot-
holes. It desperately needs to be 
resurfaced. 

Appropriate City authorities are being alerted to this 
problem. 

May 2004 Condition of Harding Drive 
Bridge. 

City has been contacted about replacing floorboards. 

 PARKVIEW NEWS 
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EDITORIAL 
 
MEETING WITH THE MAYOR 
 
 In early June Mayor Nagin will begin meeting 
with neighborhood association representatives from 
across the City.  It is anticipated that each meeting will 
play host to representatives from a certain section of the 
City.   
 
 On the list of city officials that will be present at 
the meeting Police Chief Eddie Compass’ name is at the 
very top.  And so he should be. For many citizens of 
New Orleans the only problem is crime.  Many of these 
citizens would be perfectly happy if Chief Compass was 
the only city official at the meeting. 
 
 We are fortunate in Parkview to have relatively 
little crime and what crime we do have is usually auto 
thefts and burglaries.  Yet we were reminded during 
Jazz Fest, when a tourist was murdered in Faubourg St. 
John, that violent crime is closer than we may want to 
believe.   
 
 Polls consistently show that crime is the one issue 
that cuts across all neighborhood lines.  Everyone is con-
cerned with this growing plague.  It is hoped that this 
concern is conveyed in the strongest possible terms to 
the Mayor and his Administration. 
 
BAYOU BRIDGE  
 
 The Magnolia Gardens Bridge at Harding Drive 
is a neighborhood treasure, having served residents of 
both sides of the Bayou since it was moved from the Es-
planade Avenue crossing  in 1907.   It is currently in dire 
need of attention.  Its floorboards are rotting and one is 
completely gone, creating a hazardous situation for 
those walking across the bridge.   
 
 City officials have been alerted to the problem 
and the progress of repairs will be watched closely.  

LETTERS 
 
Dear Editor: 
 
 I would like to compli-
ment you on your hard work 
and efforts in creating such a 
beautiful newsletter. It reflects 
the love and caring that our 
neighborhood both needs and 
deserves. It is appreciated. 
 
 I do have a concern 
about the condition of our 
Magnolia Bridge. I don’t need 
to describe its current condition 
to any of your readers because 
I am sure it is visited frequently 
by everyone who lives in this 
neighborhood and anyone who 
seeks the beauty that Old New 
Orleans is. 
 
 Our beloved bridge is 
now suffering from the 
“broken windows syndrome.” 
Once minor damage is not re-
paired; respect is lost. I am 
watching our beautiful 
neighborhood landmark decay 
before my eyes. 
 
 Please help.  Let me 
know how to take action. 
Where do we start? 
 
 Michele Boyce 
 Moss Street 
 April 30 
 via e-mail 
 
Editor’s Note: Late word is that 
the bridge is scheduled for repair. 
See page six. 

PARKVIEW OPINION 
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 PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE 

THE $400,000 LISTING NOW COMMON IN PARKVIEW; 
BUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE $300,000 LISTING? 
  
 Anyone who has lived in Parkview since before the oil bust of the mid 1980’s 
has to be in awe at the prices that neighborhood real estate is demanding today.  In 
1986 with the price of oil at $10 per barrel and interest rates on a 30 year mortgage at 
10%, typical Parkview houses were selling at about $100,000.  Home prices remained 
stagnant for much of the rest of the decade as interest rates remained unchanged. 
There wasn’t much activity anyway.  In 1989, for example, four streets (Delgado, Hard-
ing and the 900 blocks of Taft and Wilson) didn’t register a single sale. 
 
 It wasn’t until 1995 that $150,000 was reached as a common price for a raised 
bungalow in Parkview.  By 1999, $200,000 for the same type of house wouldn’t be 
shocking.  After the new millennium prices marched up and have not leveled off yet.   
 
 The rise in home prices was so quick and dramatic that it seems as though 
prices went from the $200’s to the $400’s, skipping the $300’s altogether.  Not exactly 
but the numbers do cause a second look.  As the chart below illustrates, from 1995 to 
2004 six houses sold with prices between $300,000 and $399,000, while during that 
same period six houses sold with prices between $400,000 and $499,000.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 Pricing houses with a three in the first digit is still not popular today.  Only two 
of the eleven houses that have gone up for sale this year were in the $300’s and both of 
those started out at $375,000. 
  
 What about the other homes for sale thus far in 2004? Of the eleven houses in 
Parkview that have had a “For Sale” sign on the front lawn this year (including “For 
Sale by Owner”), seven of these (64%) have been priced at over $400,000. What is most 
remarkable about this figure is that not a single one of these homes is on Moss Street, 
where historically the most expensive Parkview real estate can be found. 
 
 To understand why the fact that none of these houses face the Bayou is impor-
tant, consider the following: 
 
• the first house in Parkview to have ever cracked the $400,000 barrier was in 1988; 
• it wasn’t until 1997, nine years later, that another house sold for over $400,000; 
• before the year 2002 came to a close the magic $400,000 figure was reached three 
more times; 
• all of the above mentioned houses - five of them in all - were on Moss Street, be-

tween St. John Court and Carrollton. 
 
 Only nine Parkview houses have ever sold for over $400,000, and six of those 
have been on Moss.  The three that have not been on Moss Street are fairly recent 
members of this club, having had acts of sale within the last eighteen months.   
 
 Three houses have sold for more than $500,000, and not surprisingly, all of these 
have been on Moss Street.   

(Continued from page 5) 

PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE 

HARDING/MAGNOLIA BRIDGE SCHEDULED FOR REPAIR; 
NEW FLOORBOARDS TO BE INSTALLED BY SUMMER’S END 
 
 The rotting floorboards on the Harding Drive bridge will be 
replaced by the end of Summer, according to Dennis Horchoff, 
who is heading the bridge project for the Faubourg St. John 
Neighborhood Association (FSJNA).   
 
 The FSJNA worked with State Representative Peppi Brun-
eau to obtain funding for the capital works project.   
 
 Volunteers will be needed for what is expected to be a two 
day affair to remove all of the boards and screw new ones in their place.   
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IMPORTANT NEW ORLEANIANS BURIED IN ST. LOUIS III; 
ROGER BAUDIER, HISTORIAN OF CREOLE NEIGHBORHOODS 
 
 Editor’s Note:  St. Louis No. III, on Esplanade near the Bayou, is 
often neglected when it comes to historical cemetery discussions.  St. 
Louis No. I and St. Louis No. II, at the edge of the French Quarter, are 
certainly the favorites of tourists, especially those tourists interested in 
voodoo.  The Anne Rice fans prefer the Lafayette Cemetery, which is 
near Commander’s Palace.  And, Metairie Cemetery continues to be the 
final resting place of the rich. 
 
 St. Louis III is important to the families that live in Parkview 
and Faubourg St. John.  With this article we begin a series profiling individuals who made 
significant contributions to the downtown wards who are now buried in St. Louis III. 
  
 
 While Roger Baudier’s monumental work The Catholic Church in Louisiana (1939) 
was reason enough for Monsignor Henry Bezou to have labeled Baudier “the most 
unique Catholic layman in the 20th century,” it has been Baudier’s individual parish 
histories, dozens of them, which remain today his most lasting contribution to Catholic 
historiography.    
 
 Baudier, who grew up in the French Quarter and who 
died in 1960, was a member of St. Rose of Lima Parish and 
lived on Broad Street, near Esplanade.  He knew his Creole 
neighborhoods well, and his histories of their parishes are 
some of his finest work.  This is especially true of his history 
of his home parish, St. Rose on Bayou Road, published on 
the occasion of its centennial in 1957.  This booklet is a must 
have for anyone interested in the history of Faubourg St. 
John and Esplanade Avenue. 
 
 The companion volume to the St. Rose history is the 
one Baudier wrote for Holy Rosary the next year, in 1958, 
when Holy Rosary celebrated its fiftieth anniversary.  The 
Holy Rosary volume goes into great detail on the history of Bayou St. John and the 
Blanc family that donated the land for the church. 
 
 Baudier was a journalist by trade and edited the archdiocesan newspaper 
Catholic Action of the South, from 1941 to 1949.  For that newspaper Baudier wrote a 

(Continued on next page) 

 PARKVIEW HISTORY 
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weekly column on the City’s culture and customs.  A few of 
these columns have been collected and published in book form.  
When Monsignor Bezou said that Baudier was unique he was 
surely thinking of Baudier’s articles in The Southern Plumber on 
the history of sanitation in New Orleans. Or, perhaps he was 
remembering that Baudier was the founder of the Louisiana 
State Bakers Association (bakers not bankers). 
 
 Present archdiocesan archivist Charles Nolan, in his 
article on Catholic historiography that is included in Cross, 
Crozier and Crucible: A Volume Celebrating the Bicentennial of a 
Catholic Diocese in Louisiana, wrote of Baudier’s method of research: 

 
 “Baudier brought to this task a boundless 
energy; a phenomenal memory; numerous contacts 
with the clergy, particularly elderly French priests; 
self taught research skills; a good general 
theological background; a gift for organization; and 
a journalist’s way with words. He later bound more 
than 3,600 handwritten or typed pages of research 
notes into twenty-three carefully indexed volumes. 
Some pastors’ letters, now found in these volumes, 
provide fascinating first-hand accounts of local 
history.” 
 
 Nolan points out that Baudier considered the final 
version of The Catholic Church in Louisiana to be a chronicle 
rather than a history.  Baudier, not being a trained scholar, 
didn’t feel that he was qualified to do the analysis to 
convert his research into a history.  Unfortunately, nobody 
has taken Baudier’s invitation and picked up where he left 
off.  Sixty years after the publication of his chronicle it 
remains all we have. 
 
 He took a different approach with his parish 
histories, using a strong narrative style to integrate well 
the neighborhoods and their parishes.  The 1958 booklet 

on Holy Rosary is a fine example of this style.  Baudier enjoyed writing of early 
Louisiana families and the Blancs, who owned substantial Bayou property, had very 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on next page) 

PARKVIEW HISTORY 

Works Mentioned: 
 
The Catholic Church in 
Louisiana (1939).  Copies 
are sometimes available at 
used bookshops.  Two 
copies offered for sale on 
ABE, the huge internet 
used book exchange, at 
$65 and $159. 
 
St. Rose of Lima Parish 
(Centennial 1857-1957).  
Small printing, mainly for 
parishioners.   Very rare. 
Have not seen copy avail-
able on Internet in five 
years. 
 
Our Lady of the Most 
Holy Rosary Parish 
Golden Jubilee (1958).  Not 
to be confused with more 
recent historical booklet.  
Hard to find. 
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LIVINGSTON PARISH PUTS PROPERTY MAPS ON-LINE 
 
 Livingston Parish, one of the fastest growing parishes in the state, is putting its 
property maps on the Internet, according to a report in The Advocate of Baton Rouge.  
Recent purchases of a large format scanner and plotter make the production of the im-
ages possible.  Having the plat maps readily available will be of great assistance to at-
torneys, engineers and architects. 
 
 Advances in mapping software are forcing parishes and municipalities to make 
more and more information available to citizens on-line. The Nagin administration has 
shown a great willingness to be at the forefront in this area of information technology.    

 PARKVIEW HISTORY 

WEEDS AND BRUSH NEAR 
POST OFFICE CREATE  
DANGEROUS SITUATION 
 
 The weeds and brush 
between the post office and the 
Stone Center are now so high that 
the street sign that states “N. Jeff 
Davis Pkwy” is nearly completely 
covered. 
 
 Letters to the Department 
of Public Works have gone 
unanswered.   

long roots.  Baudier wrote lovingly of the early 20the century neighborhoods around 
the Bayou and what is now Parkview: 
 

 It is true that along Bayou St. John, beyond the Soldier’s Home, at 
the time residences were few - except for some dairies.  The Black Bridge 
of the Southern Railway, just a few blocks beyond Esplanade Avenue, 
marked the edge of civilization in 1905, and the starting point for Sunday 
crayfishing  and blackberrying expeditions. However, other sections were 
developing rapidly and already there was talk of subdividing Southern 
Park.  City Park Avenue was blossoming out with homes, and practically 
the entire area from Esplanade to the Old Basin was built up, also from 
Esplanade to the Fair Grounds. The shelling of Lapeyrouse and Maurepas 
provided ready access to the Fair Grounds, also to the bayou, beside 
Esplanade Avenue. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH; 
PALACE CARS ARRIVE ON CANAL BELT—1902 
 
 Editor’s Note:  In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in 
the city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The Times-Democrat.  The City 
Beautiful movement was in full swing by this time, and its major tenets, particularly an appre-
ciation of aesthetics, were most evident in New Orleans in the development of parks.  Since the 
development of Parkview is so closely linked with the development of City Park, we are continu-
ing with a series focusing on how activities at the park were reported a century ago.   
 
 The streetcars that are mentioned in the newspaper article below are the famed Palace 
Cars, which were manufactured by the St. Louis Car Company.  “For straight city service there 
has never been designed a more comfortable and handsome car than the type New Orleans 
called ‘Palace,’” wrote Louis Hennick in his reference work The Streetcars of New Orleans .  
These cars were purchased in 1902 and first used on the Esplanade and Canal belts. 
 
 Hennick points out that the Palace Cars were “striking, splendid, and magnificent 
pieces of equipment.”  “No wonder,” Hennick added, “the car was selected to operate on the 
grounds of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis in 1904.” 
 
 The following is from an article in The Daily Picayune from January 1902. 
 
 
 Many of the visitors to the City park had an opportunity of riding yesterday on 
the new Canal belt cars, which were then put on for the first time. During the day six 
of these were running, and this week nine more will be added. 
 
 These cars, with the exception of those 
making up the West End trains, are the largest 
in the city, being forty-five feet long and capa-
ble of seating fifty-two passengers.  On the 
platform and in the cars there is standing room 
for about fifty more. The windows, with the 
exception of a center one on each side, are 
about three feet wide and are provided with 
shades of pleasing color.  In the space between 
windows mirrors are fixed for ornament and convenience.  The long suffering motor-
man has not been forgotten in the distribution of improvements: a very effective and 
convenient wheel brake being substituted for the old crank. 
 
 The approach of the hot season was visibly demonstrated yesterday by the large 

(Continued on next page) 
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 PARKVIEW HISTORY 

numbers who sought the shade of the park. As usual, the crowds increased towards 
evening, reaching the maximum point about 9 o’clock.  Those who came in the fore-
noon and early afternoon sought the coolest places available. The exceptions to the 
rule were the baseball and tennis players. 
 
 In the morning five or six games of baseball were in progress.  The Beauregards 
defeated the Rough Riders by a score of 14 to 12, and the Claibornes won over the 
Morning Glorys. In the afternoon the contests were continued.  
 
 The City Park Tennis Club is about a month old, and is increasing every week in 
popularity. At present forty-five members are enrolled and more are coming in all the 
time. The officers of the club are:  Joseph Nathan, president; Miss J. Boudousquie, 
treasurer; Miss L. Vignes, secretary. Two courts are laid off and games are played dur-
ing the week and on Sunday. 
 
 The gold links were worked on for the first time last Monday, and will be com-
pleted about the middle of this month.  The ground is being leveled, the grass clipped 
and everything necessary to make first-class links is being attended to.  The work is 
supervised by Superintendent V. Anseman. When completed it is hoped to institute a 
series of friendly contests with the Audubon Golf Club. The City Park Club as yet has 
no permanent quarters, but hopes in the near future to erect a clubhouse.  In the mean-
time the park commissioners have given permission to use certain rooms in the park 
office. 
 
 The usual number of picnics were held in the park during the past week, dem-
onstrating its popularity as a place of resort and amusement.  The picnickers and the 
pleasure-seekers yesterday furnished a large contingent of fishermen, about eighty be-
ing engaged in the sport.  
 
 The tablet for the Langles memorial bridge has been finally put in place and the 
bridge is now complete in every respect. It is one of the largest and prettiest stone 
bridges in the state, and adds much to the attractiveness of the park. 
 
 Several of the commissioners were on the grounds yesterday. They are well 
pleased at the evident increase in the park’s popularity, and are enthusiastic regarding 
future prospects. 

(Continued from page 10) 

REMEMBER TO FILL IN AND RETURN THE ISSUES SHEET IN THE 
CENTER OF THIS NEWSLETTER 
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BOOK REVIEW:  GRACE KING DIARIES  
 
 Grace King, who wanted to be respected in her lifetime 
as a historian, is instead today regarded primarily as a fiction 
writer and essayist whose stories and observations offer keen 
insights into the life of late 19th Century Southern women.  
While her writings are occasionally studied in academic 
circles, many modern readers can’t stomach her fiction, filled 
as it is with a soupy sense of romance that declares in bold 
letters that the writer herself had never experienced the love 
of which she writes. While King’s reputation will probably 
never reach the status of historian, an overcrowded field in 
Louisiana, a new collection of her journals reminds students 
of New Orleans history that often the best information can 
come from the autobiographical writings of the historians themselves. 
 
 To Find My Own Peace (University of Georgia Press; 2004) is a collection of 
King’s journals from 1886 to 1910, which covers the period when she enters middle 
age.  We meet a King who is deeply involved in her family’s affairs, including an 
alcoholic brother who dies before King reaches a point of spiritual maturity when she 
could be of much help to him, something that troubles her for much of her later life.   
 
 Editing a diary is never an easy task but the folks at the University of Georgia 
Press have a better handle on it than most academic publishers.  Two recent diary 
projects The Civil War Diary of Sarah Morgan and Madaline: Love and Survival in 
Antebellum New Orleans, both with Louisiana subjects, were well reviewed.   
 
 The editor for the King diaries is Melissa Walker Heidari, who opts for a light 
hand in her treatment of the three bound journals housed at LSU’s Hill Memorial 
Library.  Instead of confusing the reader with a constant flow of footnotes and editor’s 
notes, all of which destroy the flow of readability, she guides the reader through a 
delightful introduction, then lets the reader dig into the diaries on his own.  With that 
said, the short two page Editorial Note should not be glanced over, as it offers keys to 
reading the edited manuscript.  It is here that the reader learns that King frequently 
used dashes and ellipses in place of commas, punctuation that Heidari continues here; 
however, what can cause confusing is that the editor uses bracketed ellipses when a 
word or words in the original manuscript is illegible.   
 
 Although the issue of race doesn’t play a central role in King’s diary her family 
did have at least one black servant, Eliza, who appears briefly in the diary.  King and 
her family, considering their religion and education, probably thought themselves to 

(Continued on next page) 
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be enlightened on the subject of race; however, as this 1895 dramatic episode 
illustrates, prejudices were often difficult to shake:   
 

 When the fish was served, I took the white wine and poured it in 
my glass – it was the last in the bottle – so I laid the cork down on the 
table beside the bottle – Eliza passed me the bread and put out her hand 
and took up the cork and the bottle both in one hand – both in one hand!  
Well!  I cannot tell you what I felt when I saw that.  I was transformed. I 
looked at Mamma but Mamma did not say anything. I tried to compose 
myself to eat my fish but all my blood went to my head.  I was in such a 
state. 

 
 Later that evening, King being still hungry, asked Eliza to go to the store to buy 
her some bread. Eliza, citing the night, declined.  A mild argument ensued, which 
caught the attention of King’s mother, who tried to reason with Eliza.  This was too 
much for young King, who recalled the incident in her diary: 
 

 Well, I cannot tell you what I felt then – the shame, the 
humiliation, to hear my mother argue with a Negro woman – ‘Maman, I 
implore you! Please retire’ – No – she would not go – so in very shame I 
left her – and went to my room – and I could not control myself any 
longer – To think we had come to this – to be so, under a Negro woman – 
I gave up completely.  I had to take my sleeping potion over and over for 
an effect – Eliza brought me the bread – but then I could not touch it. 

 
 King was very close to her mother, who she called Mimi, and her mother’s 
death in 1903 was devastating to King and her spinster 
sisters. King wrote of the relationship, “It seems to me that 
a human being could not love another more than I did 
her.”  Much of the diary from the following year is 
dominated by King’s thoughts about her mother’s death 
and subsequent absence from King’s life.  These scenes are 
as touching as they are pitiful, with King even recalling 
sleeping in her mother’s bed the night following the 
funeral, writing “It seemed to me the greatest privilege 
and boon that earth could accord me – to allow me to 
sleep in the very bed that she had suffered upon – to the 
very spot where she had breathed her last … and where 
she had lain dressed for the grave.” 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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 New Orleanians will relate to King expressing concern about her family’s burial 
arrangements, after watching her brother Will’s funeral: 
 

 I can never forget her [mother’s] agony at the ordeal of having him 
buried in the ground. I was standing by her, her arm in mine, when the 
earth began to fall upon his [her brother’s] coffin. She gave a bound 
forward, as if to cast herself in his grave. We led her away. We have all a 
superstitious horror against burial in the ground. she more than any of 
us.  But we had no tomb and it takes much money to build a tomb. 
Thousands of dollars. We thought it better not to use the little money we 
had that way.  What she suffered at Will’s burial we suffered but oh, a 
thousand times more. Will had no prejudice against being buried in the 
ground. But she had.  She would lie awake at night thinking of it. But we 
seemed to have no other choice. I shrank from a receiving vault. A 
common charnal house it seemed to me, and I could not bear to think of 
his lying in one of those temporary vaults, after how many occupants.  
When Grandma was buried she was put in a fresh vault. One that had 
never been used. I would have begged to lay her in Uncle Tom’s tomb 
until we could build a tomb for her. But the cruelty of Uncle Tom’s 
widow and niece to us and to her was such that Branch decided to ask no 
favors from them.  I did not feel that way, but I acquiesced. I wish that 
we could have given her a tomb.  But we shall all be buried with her in 
the ground. Perhaps our superstitions will die away. As I placed the 
flowers yesterday making a place for a glass in the earth above her I 
handled it affectionately, so gently, as if it were touching her. I would fall 
on my knees and kiss it every time and go out there if Nan were not with 
me.  That little mound is all that is left of her. 

 
 King’s obsession with the rituals of death extended across the Atlantic.  During 
a 1907 trip to France she came upon a funeral, followed the procession, asked 
questions of the grieving family and devoted three pages in her diary to what she 
witnessed.  She wrote in great detail of the “snowy linen” of the dress the little girl 
wore in the coffin. 
 
 A number of famous Louisiana personalities make appearances in the diary, 
including King’s mentor the historian Charles Gayarre, who in his declining years 
would exercise the great New Orleans art of playing the Creole gentleman.  King 
would recall in great detail Gayarre’s telling of stories from his childhood, including 
witnessing parts of the Battle of New Orleans.  Gayarre, who invested heavily in the 
Confederacy, apparently died nearly destitute, leaving his widow so poor that King 
recalls her not even being able to afford a simple Christmas gift. 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 19) 
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 PARKVIEW EVENTS 

Thursday 
June 3 
6:00 PM 

MUSIC 
Whistle Stop Songs by Betsy McGovern 
The plaintive sound of the train whistle in-
spired folk songs along country roads and 
big city streets. 

 

June 7 - 13 INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL 
At Marconi Meadows in City Park.  Puta-
mayo Children’s World Playground, Lip-
Loc Poetry Lounge, Global Film Forum and 
more.  Visit internationalartsfestival.com for 
more information. 

 

Saturday 
June 12 
9:00 - Noon 

BUTTERFLY AND HERB PLANT SALE 
Pelican Greenhouse. Create a living garden 
with plants that attract butterflies and hum-
ming birds. All proceeds go to the New Or-
leans Botanical Garden. 

 

Friday  
June 4 
8:30 PM 

COMEDY 
Chris Champagne presents “Stories, Music 
and Rants” at the Fair Grinds Coffeehouse.  
Tickets are $5 in advance, $7 at the door. 

 

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

ENCOURAGE YOUR NEIGHBORS TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATION 
 

MORE MEMBERS MEAN A STRONGER VOICE 

 
TENNIS CAMP AT CITY PARK STARTS JUNE 7 
 
 The City Park Tennis Center will begin its annual Summer Tennis Camp in 
early June.  Four sessions are available: 
• June 7 - June 18 
• June 21 - July 2 
• July 5 - July 16 
• July 19 - July 30 
 
For more information please call the City Park Tennis Center at 483-9383. 
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PARKVIEW NEWS 

CALENDAR LISTINGS SOLICITED 
 
 We are trying to include a monthly calendar of events in the newsletter. If you 
know of a neighborhood event that should be included, or someone who lives in Park-
view who is participating in an event that should be brought to our attention, please 
submit the listing to mctullis@bellsouth.net or fax it to 483-0453. 

WEB SITE OF THE MONTH:  JEFFERSON PARISH LIBRARY; 
FRENCH NEWSPAPER “THE BEE” GOES ON LINE  
 
 The Jefferson Parish Library has recently added to its website digitized images 
of The New Orleans Bee (L’Abeille de la Nouvelle-Orleans). The Bee was a French language 
daily newspaper that was published in New Orleans from 1827 to 1923.  

 Since few libraries have the Bee on microfilm  (for example UNO does not have 
a run of this important paper), being able to now view the pages at home is a wonder-
ful luxury.   Both historians and genealogists will appreciate this feature.  Those who 
know exactly which issue and page of the paper that they need will find the most 
value in the database. 
 
 Each page of the newspaper is a separate .pdf file.  This, unfortunately slows the 
process down considerably, since .pdf’s do take some time to open. However, when 
the page does open the reader is often presented with a very clear image of the page. 
 
 Adobe .pdf images are difficult to navigate so you do have to be patient. Magni-
fication can sometimes distort the image.  If you have access to a large format printer, 
especially one that can print 11 x 17 or tabloid sized paper, you will have a great ad-
vamtage over those who print the pages with ordinary printers. 
 
 The images can be found at www.jefferson.lib.la.us. Click on the reference tab at 
the top, and then genealogy from the drop down list.  The next drop down list will 
have “New Orleans Bee” listed. That is the one to click. 
 
 For most of its history the Bee did publish an English edition too, and these are 
included in the library’s on-line collection. 
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 PARKVIEW HISTORY 

BAYOU BOYS DOMINATE AMATEUR LEAGUE IN 1911; 
NEIGHBORHOOD TEAMS FUEL BASEBALL FEVER 
 
 Because of its mild Winters New Orleans has always played host to sporting 
events that would be impossible to play in other parts of the country during these late 
and early year months.  For much of the City’s post-colonial history this has meant 
horse racing, as the City’s tracks became known as the national home for Winter rac-
ing.  In modern times this has of course meant the Super Bowl.  But in the years lead-
ing up to the First World War, as radio struggled out of its infancy, it was baseball that 
captured the attention of New Orleanians. The thirst of locals to form leagues and play 
games was unquenchable, and the climate gave birth to the Winter Leagues, guaran-
teeing that the game could be played year round. 
 
 In the Winter of 1911 the City Amateur Winter 
League featured four teams, one of which was the Bayou 
Boys.  Coached by A.E. Dittman the Bayou Boys team 
was made up of men, mostly young, who lived in the 
Bayou St. John area.  Dittman himself lived in the 3300 
block of St. Philip. 
 
 The Bayou Boys roster included Otto Beckmann, who lived on Roosevelt Place, 
and, Louis Cretin, who lived in the 900 block of N. Jeff Davis (Moss St.) in a house that 
no longer exists.  Russell Mullen, who played third base for the team, was a member of 
the shipbuilding family that still lives on the Bayou. The team’s best pitcher, Arthur 
Charbonnet, a southpaw, resided on the 3300 block of Dumaine. 
 

Games were played on weekends, usually on Sunday mornings, at Galiano’s 
Park.  There were ballparks all over the City, especially in the Carrollton area, which 
had many squares that had not yet been developed.  Even the land that is now part of 
Parkview was home to a ballpark. Commercial Park, which stood where Roosevelt 
Place and the 800 block of Taft are today, was closed in 1908 when the land was devel-
oped for residences.   

 
The Bayou Boys were an outstanding team in 1911. As the Christmas holidays 

approached they were 6-0, a full three games ahead the Chrysanthemums, who were 
in second place.  In a crucial game on December 18, 1911 between the Bayou Boys and 
the Cotton Exchange Tigers, the Bayou Boys won 7-3.  According to the article in The 
Daily Picayune, “The splendid fielding of the Bayou Boys and the good pitching of 
Charbonnet were responsible for the Cotton Exchange’s loss.”  The box score is on the 
next page. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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 There were many other leagues that Win-
ter of 1911.  The Meyer’s Winter League vied for 
headlines with the Bayou Boys’ league. The 
Meyer’s league played its games at a park on the 
corner of Soniat and Tchoupitoulas.  The Loyal 
Order of Moose fielded a team in that league. 
 
 Other amateur leagues were formed that 
catered to a certain industry.  These were called 
commercial leagues. For example D.H. Holmes, 
Maison Blanche and Gus Mayer would form a 
retail league.  In 1911 employees of the streetcar 
system formed their own league, with teams 
representing the different streetcar barns – Ca-
nal, Carrollton and Arabella.  A silver cup do-
nated by the street railways president was given 
to the winner of the league, although that team would have to turn over the cup the 
next year should the team not repeat as champions. 
 
 The Bayou Boys did stay organized and fielded teams in other leagues that next 
year in 1912.  They joined the Athletic Amateur League playing with the Cotton Ex-
change Tigers, the Trianons and the Pacifics.  It was a strong league attracting many 
fine players, as an article in The Daily Picayune noted that a “glance at the list will show 
that the best amateur talent in the city can be seen in action at Ferran’s Park.”  The arti-
cle went on to say that “during the last three years the Crescent City has supplied a lot 
of bush leagues with material that easily made good, 
and approximately all were members of the Athletic 
Amateur League.”  
  
 Ferran’s Park, where the Bayou Boys played in 
1912, was in Carrollton in a square bounded by Hick-
ory, Dante, Birch and Dublin.  It does not appear 
from newspaper clippings that the Bayou Boys ever 
played any of its games in City Park. 
 
 The Bayou Boys didn’t fare well in this 1912 
league, compiling a losing records, and when the sea-
son ended, the Bayou Boys disappeared from newspaper box scores and league stand-
ings. 

(Continued from page 17) 
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 PARKVIEW NEWS 

WINN-DIXIE TO CLOSE 156 STORES NATIONWIDE; 
UNKNOWN WHAT IMPACT THIS WILL HAVE IN NEW ORLEANS 
 
 Winn-Dixie announced in early May that it would be closing over 100 stores. 
Whether any of these stores will be in New Orleans it is not yet known.  A few weeks 
prior to this announcement Albertson’s, which is a relatively new player in the New 
Orleans market, said that it was giving up on the City and would either close or sell its 
local properties. Albertson’s opened a new store on Tulane and Jefferson Davis just 
two years ago. 
 
 The Winn-Dixie on Carrollton Avenue is 
right next to a Sav-A-Center.  Each grocery occu-
pies an entire square.  Between the two stores is 
not a street but the bed of a railroad track.  The 
track was still in use until construction on the Car-
rollton spur of the streetcar line. At that time the 
rails were permanently pulled up and removed.  It 
is unclear who now owns the railroad bed or the 
right to its use. 

 
 What urban planners will watch 
though is whether that narrow strip of land 
between Winn-Dixie and Sav-A-Center is 
ever sold, as that former railroad track bed is 
all that separates two complete commercial 
squares.  And, if anyone ever wanted to open 
a big box superstore in the heart of Mid-City, 
this would be the place.   

 There is nothing in these diaries that is out of character for King. No surprises 
or dirty secrets being revealed. If anything these diaries confirm the belief that the 
intellectual elite class that King represented led a life filled with ordinary happiness – 
reading, long conversations, letter writing, and most importantly, a strong devotion to 
family.   
 
 The diaries are a welcome addition to the Grace King shelf, which until now has 
been the dominion of Robert Bush, whose  biography and collected writings of King 
are published by LSU. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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PROCESS FOR DEMOLITION MADE EASIER BY COUNCIL; 
FALLOUT FROM STUART HALL CONTROVERSY CONTINUES 
 
 The Housing Conservation District Review 
Committee (HCDRC) has jurisdiction over requests 
for demolition permits in areas of the city not covered 
by either the Historic District Landmark Commission 
or the Vieux Carre Commission.  In late May the City 
Council removed some of HCDRC’s power by passing 
an ordinance that exempts from the HCDRC’s review 
any demolition “authorized or ordered pursuant to a 
conditional use or other ordinance adopted by the 
City Council or where demolition is a necessary ele-
ment to implement the approved ordinance,” accord-
ing to a report in The Times-Picayune. 
 
 The newspaper story further relates that the ordinance grew out of the Stuart 
Hall controversy where even though the City Council had authorized the demolition 
of two homes on Panola Street in Carrollton the school still had to go before the 
HCDRC to obtain a permit. The HCDRC voted not to issue the permit.  The City Coun-
cil eventually overruled the HCDRC.   

House, built in 1910, on Panola 
Street that Stuart Hall sought 
permit to demolish. 

CONDO CONVERSIONS MAY BE THE NEXT BIG THING 
 
 Converting older apartments to condos has now hit the suburbs, especially Met-
airie, according to an article in  the May 24th issue of CityBusiness.  A report by UNO’s 
Real Estate Market Data Center concluded, “Future demand for condominiums and 
townhouses is likely to continue to gradually grow as a response to high housing 
prices and a land shortage.” 
 
 One developer said of the people who are buying his condos in Metairie and 
Chalmette, “It’s mostly young professionals that don’t want the hassle of the mainte-
nance on a regular house.  When you can buy a 2,000 square foot unit in the $300,000 
range, it’s very attractive to people.” 
 
 However, the UNO report does advise caution, predicting that upper end offer-
ings may be a tough sell due to a large supply of units, rising interest rates and a lack 
of buyers who can afford units selling for over $300,000. 
 
 While condos are few in Parkview they are catching on in Faubourg St. John 
with units currently available on DeSoto and Ponce de Leon. 


