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NEXT GENERAL MEETING ON JULY 20;
919 MOSS STREET AT 7:30 PM
The Summer meeting of the Association will take
place on Tuesday, July 20 at 7:30 PM at the home of
William Peltier, 919 Moss Street.
Representatives from Parkview Tavern and
Fellini’s Cafe, both members of this Association, have
been invited to attend the meeting to answer any
questions that anyone may have about their businesses.
Elected officials, or representatives from their
offices, often attend the meetings, so as always it is a
good opportunity to bring to their attention any issues
that a member may have.
Topics to be discussed include drainage
problems, parking on the Bayou and crime. An agenda
is included here in the center of the newsletter. If you
would like anything added to the agenda, please send
the matter to the Association prior to the meeting.
The recent meeting with the Mayor will also be
discussed. See article at right.
Light refreshments will be served.
American flags fly
on Taft Place in
preparation of
Independence Day.

Streetcars were decorated for
May 29 Grand Opening. See
Page 12 for article.

MAYOR MEETS WITH
NEIGHBORHOOD
REPRESENTATIVES
On June 7 Mayor
Ray Nagin met with representatives of organizations
that are based in the First
Police District, including the
Parkview Neighborhood
Association. The purpose of
the meeting was to give
neighborhood and community organizations the opportunity to address the
mayor on issues that are of
concern to those organizations.
The two hour meeting, which was held at City
Hall, was attended by other
neighborhood associations
besides Parkview, including
Faubourg St. John, represented by Tommy Usdin,
(Continued on next page)
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and the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization, represented by Sundance Morgan. In total
there were approximately a dozen different organizations represented.
The City officials and staff present at the meeting easily outnumbered the neighborhood group representatives. First District commander Captain Jeff Winn, who is a Parkview
resident, was the highest ranking official present from the police department. As expected,
with crime on everyone’s mind, Captain Winn was involved in much of the discussion.
Mayor Nagin began the program by reading a list of accomplishments that his administration has made in the First District. These included:
• the increasing of the number of policemen in the district by five;
• repairing streets and potholes;
• awarding $1.6 million to organizations that are fighting blight;
• cleaning 25 lots in the district in May and cleaning 25 more in June
Each citizen then had an opportunity to bring to the Mayor’s attention problems that
were peculiar to his neighborhood. While crime was a general issue with most everyone, some
citizens actually mentioned specific criminal activity to Captain Winn, asking him to look into
the matter. The Captain kept careful notes of all that was said.
The Mayor mentioned how important it was
for the City to be clean, emphasizing the latest media
campaign by the City. He said that he is hoping to
change behavior with the ad campaign. He also
pointed out that he is having vacant lots cleaned, including the removal of old cars and furniture. Citizens from the Treme area, where this is a
big problem, applauded the Mayor for this initiative.
Tommy Usdin of the Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association spoke passionately
about his group’s great concern about Fair Ground’s getting slot machines. The Mayor said
that while the matter had already been decided, pointing out the election from last year, he did
understand Mr. Usdin’s arguments, especially regarding the need for increased police protection.
The representative from Parkview spoke mostly about zoning issues, saying that many
of the city’s problems come from non-enforcement of its own ordinances, especially as they
relate to zoning. He pointed out that the lax attitude that the City has about writing citations
and tickets is the reason why citizens believe it is perfectly fine to drive recklessly, park illegally, litter and use their property in ways that are in conflict with the zoning laws. He
pointed out the parking on the Bayou as a prime example where the City is unresponsive to a
simple problem that should be easy for any municipality to address.
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PARKVIEW NEWS
PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS
NOTE: If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take action on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net.
DATE
DESCRIPTION OF
PROBLEM PROBLEM
REPORTED

STATUS
OF RESOLUTION

Feb. 2003

Parking of vehicles on the banks
of the Bayou, especially near the
Magnolia Gardens/Harding
Bridge.

Letter sent to the Levee Board asking for large curbing
blocks to be added in order to deter vehicles from
driving on levee. Levee Board said for us to contact
the City.

March 2003

Roosevelt. Automobiles parked
improperly make it difficult for
large emergency vehicles to travel
down the street.

Ideas needed by members on how to address this
problem. Another Roosevelt resident has recently
brought this matter to the Association’s attention.
More members from Roosevelt needed.

Oct. 2003

Brush growth between the post
office and the Stone Center that
causes serious obstruction of a
driver’s vision when traveling on
Jeff Davis. There is no sidewalk
on the post office side of the
street, so pedestrians must walk
in the street, creating a dangerous
situation at that curve.

Letters have been sent to the City expressing concern
about this situation. This may be one of those problems where nobody wants to take responsibility. The
growth, weeds and grass may be on a railroad right-of
- way.

Jan. 2004

Drainage problems on Olga
Street.

Mr. Batt has sent a letter to the Department of Public
Works requesting a survey to be done to determine
necessary repairs. No follow up as of yet.

Jan. 2004

Speeding on Dumaine Street.

Four 25 mph speed limit signs have recently been
posted. Ticketing done by NOPD in mid-May.

March 2004

The street on Picheloup Place is in Appropriate City authorities are being alerted to this
terrible condition, with huge pot- problem.
holes. It desperately needs to be
resurfaced.

May 2004

Condition of Harding Drive
Bridge.

June 2004

Improper parking on Dumaine
near Carrollton making entering
and exiting driveways difficult.

Councilman Jay Batt sent a letter to the Department of
Public Works asking for its attention to this matter.
No response as of yet.

Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association is spearheading the repairs.
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PARKVIEW OPINION
EDITORIAL

LETTERS

WHEN WE PARK ON THE BAYOU

NO LETTERS WERE
RECEIVED THIS MONTH
________________________

In trying to address the problem of individuals
illegally parking on the banks of Bayou St. John we are
often hit with a response that is both true and damaging
to our cause - the fact that some residents of Parkview
who live on Moss Street themselves park on the Bayou
or have guests that do.
This page opposes all parking on the Bayou regardless of who is behind the wheel of the vehicle. It
should not matter if the vehicle belongs to a sportsman
from Lakeview launching a canoe or a parent from Metairie waiting for her daughter at Cabrini or someone
who lives directly across Moss Street. In each of these
examples the vehicle’s owner is in violation of clearly
posted signage and each vehicle should be cited. City
ordinances that regulate public space do not have exceptions for private individuals.
Although the City refuses to enforce its own ordinance on this matter, we will nonetheless continue to
speak out. Bayou St. John is Parkview’s most important
asset, and as a neighborhood association we have no
more important charge than to protect this asset.

SPEEDING ON DUMAINE STREET
At a recent Parkview meeting members complained about the high rate of speed that cars travel on
Dumaine Street. A few weeks later a posted speed limit
sign of 25 miles per hour appeared.
At the same meeting a member asked for the return of a no left turn sign on Carrollton near Delgado,
and in no time at all the sign reappeared.
The Department of Public Works and City Councilman Jay Batt are owed a big thanks for getting these
matters taken care of in a timely manner.
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Letters may either be
e-mailed to mctullis
@bellsouth.net or simply
mailed to Parkview
Neighborhood Association,
P.O. Box 791577, New Orleans, LA 70179.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
If you have any opinions on neighborhood issues, or if you would simply
like to bring to everyone’s
attention a matter of interest, please consider writing
a letter to the editor.
Letters to the editor
are not only read by your
immediate neighbors but
also the community and city
leaders who receive the
monthly newsletter.

PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE
PARKVIEW HOUSING MARKET COVERED IN LOCAL MEDIA
On many Sunday’s The Times-Picayune real estate section features a lengthy article
on a particular neighborhood in the metropolitan area, and on June 27 this section highlighted Mid-City and Faubourg St. John. Parkview, as well as the City Park Triangle, continues to be erroneously considered part of Mid-City.
The market climate continues to be upbeat, according to those interviewed for the
article. A seller’s market with no indication of it softening. One agent said, “The current
market is so brisk that some properties sell overnight and many renovators are concentrating only in Mid-City because of its popularity.” Closer to Parkview this same agent said
that “the City Park and Bayou St. John neighborhoods are a definite draw and now that
there are so many new businesses in the area, there is good shopping within minutes,
helped by the streetcar serving these neighborhoods.”
The rise in home prices in Mid-City
was also mentioned. One realtor who was
interviewed in The Times-Picayune article
pointed out that “according to studies of the
2000 census the area has had one of the highest appreciations of property values and one
of the largest percentage increases in per capita income in the metropolitan area and since
2000 those statistics have only gotten better.”
The Times-Picayune is not the only area
paper that has been reporting a bright and positive future for local markets. CityBusiness
regularly covers the real estate beat, including having special real estate sections, and like
the Picayune it is reporting that all signs are positive for a continued red hot New Orleans
housing market.
In Parkview, at the mid point of the year, asking prices continue to soar. For example, if a home on Delgado that was recently listed is sold at its current asking price it
would be the highest priced non-Bayou property ever sold in Parkview. Of the top ten
most expensive homes currently listed in the 70119 zip code, which covers not only Parkview but much of Mid-City and Faubourg St. John , six of these homes are located in Parkview.
Meanwhile, in much of the rest of the country, particularly on the coasts, reporting
on real estate has become more cautious and as Chairman Greenspan likes to say
“measured.” The day after the Picayune article on Mid-City real estate appeared, three
separate stories appeared in The New York Times concerning the impact that rising interest
rates will have on the housing markets, both as to the value of homes and the new cost of
mortgages.
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
MINUTES OF FOURTH MEETING
OF
THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
OF
THE PARKVIEW NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
The third meeting of The General Membership of the Parkview Neighborhood
Association was held on Tuesday April 27, 2004 at 7:30 PM at the Morel-Wisner
House, 1347 Moss Street.
I.

CALL TO ORDER
The following Board Members were present: Andy Anderson, Charlie Bishop,
Mary Lou Main, Mark Tullis.
The following members were present: John and Mignon Bankston, Deena Bedigian, Peg Bishop, Michael DesJardins, A.J. and Joyce Lionnet, Cathy Pacyna,
William Peltier, Mary Lou Punty and Vivien Tullis.
The following guest was present: Murray Nelson, President of the Upper
Hurstville Crime Prevention District.

II.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Charlie Bishop, Treasurer, reported that the Association’s account has a balance of $1,033.40.
Mr. Bishop said that all fund on hand are from
membership dues. Expenses since the last meeting have been for the internet site and postage
for the newsletter.

III.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
It was reported that there are currently 70 paid members of the Association.
This includes two businesses: Fellini’s Café and Parkview Tavern.

IV.

OLD BUSINESS
A.

PARKING ON THE BAYOU
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
(Continued from previous page. )

The membership was told that the strategy of asking the City to patrol and
ticket illegal cars parking on the Bayou was unsuccessful. The City did not have
the available manpower to commit to any meaningful enforcement of the ordinance. Regarding Cabrini High School, the school’s administration has said
that since it is the parents who are illegally parking and not the students there is
little the school can do except to ask the parents not to park on the Bayou.
Therefore, another strategy must be adopted and the membership discussed the
options.
A member pointed out that this is a safety issue as well, explaining that vehicles
parked on the levee usually have to back out on to Moss in order to exit. With
cars coming not only on Moss but Harding as well accidents are often just
barely avoided.
Most agreed that some type of physical barrier has to be erected in order to prevent cars from easily driving on the levee, but there was much disagreement on
the type of barrier, with many concerned with how such a barrier would look.
It was agreed then that the placement of higher curbing should be explored
with the City.
B.

WISNER BIKE PATH

Work should begin soon on the bike path. With the increased foot traffic because of the streetcar it will be interesting to see how the bike path fits in with
the new exchange at Beauregard Circle.
C.

DRAINAGE

Some members still reported that their storm drains were inoperable. This included the drains right outside the meeting place at Moss and Harding. Also
the drains on the 900 block of Wilson at Dumaine need to be cleaned.
D.

SPECIAL CRIME PREVENTION DISTRICT

Murray Nelson, President of the Upper Hurstville Special Crime Prevention
District, was present to discuss his neighborhood’s recent push for a taxing district. Upper Hurstville is Uptown, near Audubon Park.
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
(Continued from page 7)

Mr. Nelson explained his group’s work on getting the measure on the ballot. He
said that after an organization was formed the group spent considerable time in
canvassing the neighborhood to gather support for the proposal. He said this
wasn’t easy, as there was opposition to the idea.
He said that every resident in the district pays $365 per year for the security
protection.
There were many questions from the membership on how
this fee was collected. Mr. Nelson explained that with the
annual property tax bill there was a line for this fee. Property owners would have to pay the fee just as they would
any other property related tax. Some members asked how
apartments were treated. Mr. Nelson said that you could
either do the tax on a lot basis or by square footage of the
lot or even on the value of the lot. One member pointed
out that in her apartment building the residents split the
security fee for the present Bayou St. John patrol service.
Mr. Nelson was asked if his organization uses NOPD officers. He said that currently it was using New Orleans Private Patrol. He expressed much confidence
in this outfit, citing its responsiveness and manner of handling problems. However, he did say that the board could certainly use NOPD details or any other
security firm.
A number of members said that they were completely opposed to the concept of
paying for security over and beyond what was already paid in tax dollars to the
City. One member pointed out that private security patrols only weaken police
departments because the message you are telling them is that performance
doesn’t matter. That is, if NOPD doesn’t perform well, we’ll just hire someone
else to do the job NOPD should be doing. The member said that as citizens we
should instead focus our efforts on demanding from the City adequate police
protection.
Other members pointed out that the police are understaffed and that added protection is just a necessity.
V.

NEW BUSINESS
A.

HOME INSURANCE ISSUES
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
(Continued from page 8)

Member Michael DesJardins discussed home insurance issues. He answered
many questions from other members on flooding, fire, and coverage. He also
addressed the issue of the availability of homeowners’ insurance.
B.

SECURITY PROGRAM

Cathy Pacyna, who is with the Bayou St. John Security Program, spoke of her organization’s need
for more involvement from the neighborhood. She
said that more hours could be assigned to the security patrol if more neighbors were members of
the program. She also pointed out that the cost
per neighbor would decrease if more participated.
C.

MEETING WITH THE MAYOR

Mayor Nagin will be meeting with the leaders of the neighborhood associations
in the First Police District sometime in July. It was suggested that if the membership has any issues that should be brought to the Mayor’s attention that such
issues should be made known to the Board.
D.

DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING

The next general meeting will be held in July. The membership approved the
concept of having meetings at the home of members.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT

TULANE LOOKING TO OPEN COMMUNITY CENTER NEAR
BAYOU ROAD COMMERCIAL AREA
Tulane University is in the process of finalizing a deal that would result in a
community center to serve the residents of the 6th and 7th Wards, according to a report in the June 21 issue of New Orleans CityBusiness. The report said that the proposed community center would be near the Bayou Road Commercial area, which
would probably be the area near Broad and Esplanade.
Ron Filson of Tulane’s architecture school expressed optimism about the project
saying, “I would hope that the targeted outcome would be the revitalization and redevelopment and kind of reclaiming of a significant neighborhood in our city and eventually moving to a number of areas and a number of neighborhoods.”
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH;
BOARD CONSIDERS BRIDGE AND SHELL ROAD—1902
Editor’s Note: In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in
the city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The Times-Democrat. The City
Beautiful movement was in full swing by this time, and its major tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics, were most evident in New Orleans in the development of parks. Since the
development of Parkview is so closely linked with the development of City Park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how activities at the park were reported a century ago.
The following is from an article in The Daily Picayune from July 1902.
The board of commissioners of the New Orleans City Park Improvement Association held their regular monthly meeting last night at the park. Vice President E.W.
Smith presiding in the absence of Mayor Capdevielle.
A communication was read from the New Orleans Golf Club, thanking the association for the use of the grounds and attention given them in arranging the grounds.
A communication from General Adolph Meyer, congressman, in which he informed the association that he had sent a number of books and public documents and
also a lot of seeds from the botanical gardens, was read. Mr. Anseman acknowledged
the receipt of the seeds and Secretary Bernard the 104 volumes of books.
The treasurer reported a balance on hand at the last meeting of $2,220.08, which
together with the receipts during the month amounted to $8,973.62; disbursements
$5,741.63, leaving a balance on hand of $1,231.90.
The secretary’s report showed that the profits accruing from the Fourth of July
celebration in privileges amounted to $228.69 over and above all expenses. The executive committee’s report showed that during the month the regular routine work of
keeping the park the good condition had been continued and in addition considerable
work had been done in washing the trees and plants in the park. A fine deer had been
received from Mr. Lotz, and a bald eagle from Mr. D. Brechtel, who captured the bird a
few miles from Mandeville. The receipts during the month for grass privileges, etc.
had been $227.30, and the disbursements $684.30.
The report of the finance committee was read, and Mr. Franks, chairman of the
committee, selected to have the name of Metairie road changed to Park Avenue. He
also stated that the expropriation of several squares of ground now used as a cemetery
by the Charity Hospital would be attended to in the fall of the year.
(Continued on next page)

10

PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page 10)

The report of the Fourth of July festival committee was then read and it proved
to be most satisfactory. The donations amounted to $784, and the expenses to $523.31,
leaving the sum of $220.69 clear profit.
The report was received with applause, the festival having proved to be the
most successful and remunerative ever given by the association on the national holiday. The thanks of the association were extended to the committee as well as to Mr.
Frantz for his efforts with the council.
On motion of Mr. Dreyfous it was decided to set aside the amount realized from
the festival for a special fund for the next fourth of July celebration.
Secretary Bernard announced that he had formulated and submitted a lengthy
report of the work done in the City Park during the past year to the legislature.
On motion of Mr. Anseman it was resolved
to build a stone bridge in the park at a cost not exceeding $200, the amount donated by Miss Leonie
Pichaud, and that the bridge be built to commemorate the kindness of the lady. A lengthy
discussion as to the planting of trees and the plans
for the grand central avenue was had. The original plan was to plant magnolia and white oak
trees, and in the center to have a lawn and palms. On the outer side of the two lines of
trees were to be shellroads, while under the avenue of trees on either side of the lawn
were to be shaded promenades. Mr. Botto thought that the white oaks would grow so
rapidly as to crowd out and shade the magnolia trees thus retarding their growth, and
he thought too that the space between the rows of trees was too great. Another objection, too, was that the shellroads would cause a white dust to settle on the lawn, and
instead of becoming a thing of beauty, as intended, it would be an eyesore. Mr. Claiborne said that by far as the trees were concerned, no more beautiful trees than the
magnolia and white oak could be found, while he fully explained and outlined the
plans as above. Mr. Neil said that the shellroad could not be objectionable on account
of being dusty, as it would be the duty of the superintendent to keep the road well watered and in good repair. Of course, he understood the objections of Mr. Botto, but this
could only be if the road was allowed to be dry, which he trusted, would never be the
case.
The plans were not altered, and the meeting was adjourned and went into executive session.
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PARKVIEW NEWS
GRAND OPENING USHERS IN NEW ERA OF STREETCARS
On Saturday May 29 the Regional Transit Authority and the City of New
Orleans celebrated the return of the Canal Streetcar line with a large party at City Park
and free rides for all who could board the very popular line.
Ci Ci Young played host to a party,
offering her large home on the corner of
Carrollton and Moss as a prime location to
view both the streetcars and hear the music
coming from the official party in City Park.
Food was provided by Liuzza’s by
the Track and Juan’s Flying Burrito, with
iced tea supplied by Fair Grinds
Coffeehouse.

Host Ci Ci Young, at right, with Pat Sharpe

The Parkview Neighborhood Association had an information table with copies
of the June newsletter. One member was realized from the event.

HOUSTON’S VERSION OF ELECTRIC TRANSPORTATION
CONTINUES TO BE PLAGUED WITH PROBLEMS
Houston inaugurated a 7.5 mile light rail system last year, and so far there have
been over 40 collisions with cars, leading experts in Houston to conclude that their city
just has bad drivers, according to an article in The New York Times.
The Houston rails run in the street, much like the New Orleans system does on
Carrollton, but despite Houston adopting new traffic signals for vehicular traffic and
embarking on an expensive safety campaign, the accidents continue to increase. And,
it seems that the entire City is blaming the trains for the accident.
However, the numbers support the argument that Houston drivers are aggressive. One official was quoted as saying that Houston “leads the state in every conceivable type of crash. Thirty nine percent of serious accidents in Houston are caused by
speeding, compared with 13 percent nationally.”
The authorities in Houston have added flashing lights and introduced new
signage to battle the problems. In contrast the Canal and Carrollton lines have not
added any new signal lights or “no left” turn signs. It is almost as if the track was
placed in the street, electric lines hung overhead and RTA trusted the people of New
Orleans to just use common sense.
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PARKVIEW PROFILE
PARKVIEW PROFILE: BILL PELTIER
Editor’s Note: The July meeting will be held at the Bayou home of Bill Peltier. In anticipation
of this meeting we have asked Mr. Peltier to discuss his background as well as his house.
Bill Peltier, pictured at right, said that
he was born a collector. When he was a boy he
collected coins and antique bottles. As a young
man he began collecting art in 1984. By 1989,
Mr. Peltier left a job in banking to become an
Art Dealer, working with a gallery. Later, he
began dealing privately out of his home. In
1990, at the urging of Folk Art Collector and
Yoga Instructor Alvina Haverkamp, Mr.
Peltier attended an exhibition of paintings by
New Orleans Self-Taught Artist Charles
Hutson. Mr. Peltier says he was blown away
by the exhibit. It was at this point that he realized that one did not have to be academic
to be a good artist. Mr. Peltier says that his life was forever changed delving into collecting and dealing in Southern Folk Art. “We have had some of the best Self-Taught
Artists here in the south…rich with great artists in the past 80 years”. His personal
collection includes Southern Self-Taught artists: Bill Traylor, Sister Gertrude Morgan, a
rare Clementine Hunter from her abstract period, Mexican paintings by Jesus Nicholas
Cuellar of San Miguel De Allende, and the Photography of David Halliday. Mr. Peltier
began dabbling in art as an artist himself in 1992 when he began working in pastel. He
studied at New Orleans Academy of Fine Arts in 1994 and 1995. Presently, he is back
at the Academy studying oil painting. Mr. Peltier would like to possibly sell his own
artwork one day.
Mr. Peltier was born on sleepy Bayou Lafourche near the town of Thibodaux.
“My family has been living on or near Bayou Lafourche for over 200 years and in the
Thibodaux area since the 1880’s.” Wanting a change after living in Uptown New Orleans for 20 years in a 100 year old Victorian cottage, Mr. Peltier began looking for a
new home and fell in love with Bayou St. John. He finds himself again living on one of
Louisiana’s historic bayous. “I was fortunate to have acquired a 1950’s ranch house
with a large lot fronting the Bayou,” states Mr. Peltier. But the house was in poor
structural condition due to termite damage. After consulting professionals, one thing
led to another, and instead of trying to renovate the house, Mr. Peltier decided to teardown the existing house and start from scratch. He subdivided the property into two
(Continued on page 14)
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PARKVIEW PROFILE
(Continued from page 13)

lots. He used the firm of Ron Domin Architects with Sophie McGough as the
project architect. “In planning the house,
I wanted to take advantage of the views
and natural light. Sophie was great to
work with. She made me feel at ease
every step of the way, and Ron provided
guidance on major decisions”, said Mr.
Peltier. The inspiration for the home was
the Pitot House, which is revered by architects and historians. The colors for
Mr. Peltier’s exterior are borrowed directly from the Pitot House.
Asked about what he likes most about Parkview Mr. Peltier said that he “likes
that it’s a pedestrian neighborhood. I like walking along the Bayou. I enjoy watching
the area’s abundant wild life. I’ve observed numerous birds, turtles, frogs and fish.”
Asked what he dislikes most about the neighborhood. “I wish I could wave a
magic wand and make the Bayou litter go away, but that’s a problem all over the city.”

COUNCIL LOOKING TO SHUT DOWN SHORT TERM RENTALS
Each year during Mardi Gras and Jazz Fest the classifieds are full of ads of people in the City offering rental of their homes to visitors coming down for those big
events. During the Super Bowl it isn’t uncommon to see on eBay the availability of
New Orleans homes for $500 per night. Now, a proposed ordinance could make such
activity illegal, punishable by a steep fine.
City Councilman Jackie Clarkson is the author of the ordinance that makes
these short term rents illegal. Short term rental is defined as less than thirty days, except in the French Quarter where it would be less than sixty days. Licensed entities,
such as hotels, motels, as well as bed and breakfasts, would be exempt from the ordinance.
Some critics of the proposed ordinance argue that the measure is unnecessary,
citing that market conditions will remedy the problem. It is pointed out that the number of hotel rooms is increasing each year while the number of blockbuster events,
such as the Super Bowl, are less frequent.
Supporters of the ordinance however point to the safety concerns of having
what is in effect unlicensed bed and breakfasts on every street corner.
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PARKVIEW EVENTS

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday
July 9
6:00 PM

MUSIC
Fair Grinds Coffeehouse
Louisiana singer/songwriter Lee Quick
plays country folk guitar.

Tuesday
July 13

FSJNA BOARD MEETING
Vincent Hall at Holy Rosary
The monthly meeting of the board of the
Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Assoc.

Friday
July 16
6:00 PM

MUSIC
Fair Grinds Coffeehouse
Parlor Jazz. A trio playing traditional New
Orleans jazz

Saturday
July 17
9:00 - Noon

TROPICAL PLANT SALE
Pelican Greenhouse at City Park
A wide variety of gingers, ferns and other
hard to find treasures.

July 23 - 25

TENNIS TOURNAMENT
City Park Tennis Center. Call 483-9383 for
more information.

CALENDAR LISTINGS SOLICITED
We are trying to include a monthly calendar of events in the newsletter. If you
know of a neighborhood event that should be included, or someone who lives in Parkview who is participating in an event that should be brought to our attention, please
submit the listing to mctullis@bellsouth.net or fax it to 483-0453.

HELP FIGHT CRIME IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING
THE BAYOU ST. JOHN NEIGHBORHOOD SECURITY PROGRAM
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PARKVIEW BOOK REVIEW
CREOLE POETRY EXPLORED IN NEW ANTHOLOGY
In 1914 the State of Louisiana ceased requiring that all government documents
be published in both English and French. This simple event, according to some historians, was the sounding of the death knell for the French language in Louisiana.
How widely used was French in Louisiana, particularly in New Orleans, in the
Century? Plenty, according to M. Lynn Weiss, editor of Creole Echoes: The Francophone Poetry of Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (University of Illinois; 2004). In a thorough
and interesting introductory essay to this anthology Weiss explains the development
of the written French language in the period following the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.
It was the rise of the French press, newspapers and journals, an entire French language
media empire in New Orleans that provided a platform for those who wrote in French.
19th

Weiss points out that while many of these newspapers and literary journals had
“the lifespan of flies” they tended to be replaced quickly and eagerly by editors with
new publications. What all papers and journals had in common was that they published great amount of poetry. And for Creoles of Color this was a splendid opportunity. By the time the Civil War ended there were many publications, such as Les Cenelles, L’Union and La Tribune, that were either owned or edited by Creoles, and which
published Creole poetry.
Much of the Creole poetry was political, in a coy sense, as is this 1874 poem by
Camille Thierry, who comments on romantic love between the races:
Listen! Way back, Santo Domingo,
Black girls, them be like jewels! Just so!
White men, them pester us, them cling, oh!
Follow us everywhere we go.
Them live with us,
No fight, no fuss.
Love us like goddesses, worship, embrace!
Them never cheap,
Them pockets, deep:
Give what men want, them give us run of place!
Time change, us poor. Now, you know what?
Before, them treat us fine, each one…
Soon, white brat laugh at us, make fun,
Go call us trash and slut!

Louis Allard, whose family estate is now City Park, squandered his father’s fortune while trying to make it as a poet, dying penniless. His only published poetry, a
small collection, some of which is collected here, appeared just days before his death.
He is buried in City Park, although where exactly is disputed.
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BAYOU ST. JOHN IN LOUISIANA HISTORY (Part I)
Governor Claiborne Addresses Concerns of Bayou Residents
Editor’s Note: The Bayou St. John area has largely been ignored by historians. While
bookcases buckle under the weight of works produced on the French Quarter and on Uptown,
particularly the Garden District, only one book has ever been written on the Bayou - Edna
Freiberg’s self published Bayou St. John in Colonial Louisiana 1699-1803 (1980).
What this new monthly series in Notes and Issues will do is glean from books, articles
and manuscripts any mention of the Bayou that may not be generally referenced or cited. It is
hoped that as this series progresses over a period of many years we can begin to give Bayou St.
John her due and in turn make available to others a modest bibliography.

Official Letter Books of W.C.C. Claiborne
In 1803, with the Louisiana Purchase complete, President Thomas Jefferson commissioned William Charles Cole
Claiborne, pictured at right, to go to New Orleans to receive
the new land from France and to set up a government. From
1803 to 1816 Claiborne corresponded with many of the most
important characters of the early American era of Louisiana
history.
As was the practice at the time, important individuals,
especially those in the government’s service, maintained letter books, which contained hand written copies of outgoing
letters. These were often bound books with the letters copied onto blank pages, all in
chronological order. Claiborne’s letter books are in the possession of the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History in Jackson. In 1917, under the direction of Dunbar Rowland, the State of Mississippi began publishing these letter books. This monumental and important project yielded six volumes, nearly 2500 pages in total.
The books themselves that the State of Mississippi published in 1917 were beautifully printed and bound. The paper was made from a high quality rag stock with a
strong bond, and they were bound in a maroon cloth with simple gold stamping on
the spine.
A cumulative index can be found in volume six, and this index lists 16 references to Bayou St. John. In volume two, for example, Claiborne writes to Mayor James
Pitot, letting him know that some of the residents of the Bayou were concerned about
the navigability of the Bayou, per this June 12, 1804 letter:
(Continued on page 18)
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I transmit to you an address from the Syndic and Inhabitants of the Bayou St. John respecting the injuries which in their opinion will result to the Navigation of that Stream, from
the deposits of Earth and Sand made therein; by the waters flowing along the Canal of the Mill
of Mr. Bernard Marigny. This Subject appearing to me highly interesting to the prosperity of
our City, I request you to cause an investigation to be made therein, and to transmit to me the
result thereof, and your opinion as to the best means to be employed to remedy the evils should
any exist.
At the time that Governor Claiborne wrote this letter to Mayor Pitot the mayor
was still living on Royal Street. It wouldn’t be until 1810 when Pitot would purchase
the house on the Bayou that now bears his name.
Mayor Pitot must have addressed the problem and done
so promptly because on July 9th Governor Claiborne sent another letter to the Mayor:
Your prompt enquiry relative to Mr. Marigney’s Canal and
the obstructions occasioned thereby to the pass into the Bayou St. John
is proof of your vigilant attention to whatever concerns the public
good. The subject is an important one, and I have thought proper to
transfer the consideration thereof, to the constituted authorities that
will be organized in Louisiana on the first of October next.
This July 9th letter did not appear in the index but was
found serendipitously. It is safe then to assume that a careful
reading of all 2500 pages of these volumes will yield more than
just the 16 letters mentioned in the index.

Bernard Marigny. Image from New Orleans
Public Library.

The canal that Claiborne was referring to connected the Bayou to the Mississippi River. The canal took a path from the river where Elysian Fields is today. At a
certain point the canal took a sharp western turn and traveled some distance until it hit
the Bayou. Where this canal flowed into the Bayou would be about where the Wisner
overpass is located now - where the I-10 cuts over the Bayou. According to the fourth
volume of New Orleans Architecture: The Creole Faubourgs the original larger canal dates
back to the colonial period, as the canal appears in a 1753 map, where the canal is
marked “moulin a planches” (sawmill). Of the canal New Orleans Architecture points
out that Dubreuil, the owner at the time, “had apparently dug this canal to operate a
sawmill by water power when the river was high. The canal and its sawmill still existed when Marigny acquired the plantation and was called the Marigny Canal and
eventually became Elysian Fields Avenue.”
(Continued on page 19)
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Later, in 1806, when Marigny decided to divide his plantation into lots for the
expanding city, this canal served as the route for the principal street, Elysian Fields, in
the new faubourg. That 1806 plan noted that “the canal is shown fifty feet in width
from the river as far as Bayou St. John.”
Claiborne, realizing the work
ahead of him in Americanizing what
was the longtime colony of not one
but two foreign powers, knew that in
order to be successful as an administrator he would have to win the favor
of the important Louisiana families.
And many of these families, with
land grants going back to the French
and Spanish crowns, lived along
Bayou St. John. By taking seriously
the old families’ concerns about
Marigny’s commercial enterprises,
and having one of their own – a
mayor who was born in Normandy –
manage the resolution, Claiborne
very early in his tenure established a
fairness about his administration that
would serve him well for the next
dozen years.

1798 Map of New Orleans. The canal in question begins
just downriver from the walled city, as indicated by arrow,
and hits the Bayou near the top section of the map, as indicated by circle. Image from University of Texas Library.

Confederate Flag Bearers Parade to Beauregard Statue
On Saturday May 29, as City Park was filled with
a festive crowd celebrating the new streetcar line, a
small group of mostly men carrying Confederate flags
marched toward the statue of General Beauregard. At
the pedestal of the statue these men posed for photographs then disbanded. The whole ceremony lasted
only about five minutes.
According to various websites Confederate Memorial Day is celebrated in Louisiana on June 3rd.
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MEMBERS RANK CURRENT PARKVIEW ISSUES
In anticipation of the June meeting with the Mayor a form was included in the
last newsletter that asked members to specify which issues were important to Parkview. Ten members of the Association responded.
The following issues were mentioned the most frequently:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

crime (nine times)
litter (four times)
drainage (four times)
parking (three times)
traffic violations (two times)
zoning (two times)
education (two times)
Comments by members included:

• “encourage the curfews”
• “put the bicycle police back in our neighborhood”
• “do gun buy backs two to four times a year”
• problem with “loud playing of music at picnic sites and from cruising vehicles
through park”
• “add more police; remove the residency requirement”
• “if you walk through the park it is appalling how much litter defaces this beautiful
green space”
• “it should be simple to take care of parking violations. It bothers me when people
park in front of fire hydrants and so close to the curb that drivers cannot tell if it is safe
to enter a thoroughfare”
Members were asked what they would like to say to the Mayor:
• “if you want to improve the image of the city and make people proud to call New
Orleans home - clean it up”
• “a good job”
• “thank you for having this forum”
• “doing a fine job”
• “while I do not agree with everything you do, I am satisfied you are the best mayor
since Chep Morrison”
• “find ways to support and empower our struggling inner city African American
families. They are so important and get so little relief”
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