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WHITE CHRISTMAS ON DUMAINE STREET

Celebrating in the snow in the 4000 block of Dumaine Street are, left to right, Emily Wesley, Lawrence Rome, and Elizabeth Wesley. Lilo the dog is in the background, presumably trying to catch snowflakes.
Photo courtesy of the Wesley Family.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING WEDNESDAY JANUARY 12, 7:30 PM
The Winter meeting of the Parkview Neighborhood Association will take
place on Wednesday January 12 at 7:30 PM at the Morel-Wisner House, 1347
Moss Street. The meeting is expected to last 90 minutes and light refreshments
(Continued on page 2)

FROM PAGE ONE
(Continued from page one)

will be served.
Topics of discussion will include parking, traffic, zoning, and drainage issues.
Usually city and state officials attend the quarterly meetings, so if you have a complaint or suggestion, please feel free to bring the matter up at the meeting.
The agenda for the meeting is included in the center of the newsletter. If you
would like to add an item to the agenda in advance of the meeting, please bring the
matter to the Board’s attention.

JEEP TRIES TO CROSS HARDING FOOT BRIDGE
In mid-December someone in a
white Jeep apparently entered from the
Parkview side the Harding Drive
bridge, which has been closed to vehicular traffic for over 25 years, drove
across the bridge, then, while trying to
exit the bridge in front of Cabrini High
School, got stuck on the metal bollards
that are in place to prevent vehicles
from crossing the bridge.
The photo at right was posted on
the Faubourg St. John Neighborhood
Association’s e-mail list by Tobin on
December 18.
In 1979 the City again considered opening the bridge to traffic. The engineering
report on the bridge stated, that the “closing was required because of an apparent failure of the approach roadway and abutment on the south side of the bridge.” The cost
of restoring the bridge for traffic in 1979 was estimated to be $255,000.
Members of the Association who recall legally driving across the bridge are invited to share their memories of this now forgotten shortcut.

DON’T FORGET - IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 14 FOR MORE INFORMATION
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PARKVIEW PROBLEMS
PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS
NOTE: If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take action on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or marktullis@bellsouth.net.
DESCRIPTION OF
DATE
PROBLEM PROBLEM
REPORTED

STATUS
OF RESOLUTION

Feb. 2003

The Association has exhausted nearly all options in
trying to discourage vehicles from parking on the
Bayou. The next step is to work with the City in erecting granite curbing to physically prevent vehicles
from parking on the Bayou.

Parking of vehicles on the banks
of the Bayou, especially near the
Magnolia Gardens/Harding
Bridge.

March 2003 Roosevelt. Automobiles parked
improperly make it difficult for
large emergency vehicles to travel
down the street.

Ideas needed by members on how to address this
problem. Another Roosevelt resident has recently
brought this matter to the Association’s attention.
More members from Roosevelt are needed.

Jan. 2004

RESOLVED. Jay Batt announced at the October meeting that Olga will be repaved. Drainage issues should
be addressed at that time.

Drainage problems on Olga
Street.

March 2004 The street on Picheloup Place is in RESOLVED. Jay Batt announced at the October meetterrible condition, with huge pot- ing that the paving of both Picheloup and Olga will be
included in the next budget.
holes. It desperately needs to be
resurfaced.
May 2004

Condition of Harding Drive
Bridge.

Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association (FSJNA)
is spearheading the repairs. Latest word is that the
project is now in the City’s hands.

June 2004

Improper parking on Dumaine
near Carrollton making entering
and exiting driveways difficult.

All members who need or desire street marking will
be contacted. Board is embarking on a project to ask
the City to strip areas around driveways to give guidance to drivers.

Oct. 2004

Commercial flyers being placed
on doors, creating litter.

Businesses are contacted, asking them to patrol areas
to look for litter.

Oct. 2004

Condition of street on St. John
Court

Will target this as a street to repair after Olga and
Picheloup work is completed.

Oct. 2004

Empty lot on Moss and St. John
Court needs attention

Owner of record will be notified.
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PARKVIEW OPINION

EDITORIAL

LETTERS

PARKING WOES INCREASE

Policy Regarding Letters

At a recent showing for a Parkview home up for
sale, orange traffic cones were used on the street to reserve parking spots for perspective buyers. It is hoped
that those orange cones did not go unnoticed by these
weekend house shoppers.

Letters from members to Notes and Issues are
welcome with the understanding that there is no
vested or absolute right to
have letters published.
Letters may be edited to
reduce length or for reasons of style or content.
No letter will be published that attacks another
member or attempts to
bring a personal disagreement between two members before the membership at large. Letters that
might discourage or disparage membership in the
Association will not be
published.

Parking is increasingly becoming difficult on
many streets in Parkview. This is especially true on
weekends when everyone is home from work.
The reason for this parking problem may seem
obvious, with one concluding that there are just more
cars. However, while this may be true, the reason why
there are more cars makes this problem more troubling,
and why the difficulty of parking will only get worse.
As the sale prices of homes in Parkview increase,
the monthly mortgage notes increase too. An easy way
to lessen this financial burden is to take advantage of the
availability of basement apartments. Apartment rents in
Parkview are increasing as well, and as they increase
those who rent are often couples who must both work in
order to pay the rent (and who probably each have a
car). There are many raised bungalows in Parkview that
have unused or unfinished basements, and as these
houses sell and are renovated, it is likely that more
apartment units will come on line.
Anecdotal evidence here is worth noting. Ask
anyone who has lived in Parkview for over 30 years, and
they’ll point to large homes up and down the street
where once lived an elderly lady who didn’t drive or a
family of five that had just one car that they parked in
the driveway. As recently as the early 1980’s there were
so few cars parked on the street that children could play
touch football or even softball well into the night.
We are victims of our own success.
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Libelous material is
never allowed. A letter
containing information
which could be construed
as libel will not be
printed.
Letters may either
be e-mailed to marktullis
@bellsouth.net or simply
mailed to Parkview
Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 791577,
New Orleans, LA 70179.

PARKVIEW SPORTS

PARKVIEW RUNNER DISCUSSES JACKSON DAY RACE
Carrollton Avenue resident Ronnie
Brinkman is a familiar sight to those who
spend time on the Bayou, as each morning and
evening the talkative and friendly Mr. Brinkman is out walking his dog Buddy. Those who
know him well know him also as a serious and
competitive runner. Despite running related
injuries, including a surgery on his Achilles tendon, Mr. Brinkman will be competing in this
year’s Jackson Day Race on Sunday January 16,
just as he has each year since 1978. We recently
caught up with Mr. Brinkman and asked him to
discuss this particular race.
What do you remember about your first Jackson Day Race in 1978?

RACE ON SUN. JAN. 16;
STREETS TO CLOSE
The Jackson Day race,
which begins on Sunday Jan. 16 at
8:30 AM, impacts traffic in Parkview and the Bayou area well until 10:00 AM.
Crossing the Bayou is very
difficult. Parkview residents who
attend either the 8:00 AM or 10:00
AM Masses at Holy Rosary are
advised to walk.
Information on this race
can be found at the New Orleans
Track Club’s web site,
www.runnotc.org

The race was handicapped that year. The
starter/handicapper was also in charge of the
finish line, and he got caught in traffic. He
missed setting up the finish line, so people ran
down Pirates Alley, as was the custom, and finished in Jackson Square with no finish line set
up. It was a mess and the last handicapped race the New Orleans Track Club ever
conducted.
How important of a race is the Jackson Day event?
Jackson Day always has a competitive field. Because of the race’s tradition, lots
of longtime runners look forward to running it every year. Unless they’re training for
one of the early marathons, it’s considered a must race for the serious runner.
Has the media coverage of the event changed over the years?
The print media used to do a good job in covering the race, especially in the mid
-1980’s. However, it’s been de-emphasized as has the coverage of running news in general, with the exception of the Times-Picayune sponsored Crescent City Classic.
Has wind ever been a big problem, especially on the Wisner overpass?
(Continued on next page)

5

PARKVIEW SPORTS
(Continued from page five)

The predominant wind direction in January
is north-to-south due to Winter fronts coming in
from the North. This usually creates a tailwind for
the first three miles. There have been several years
where this is reversed (like 2004), but the Wisner
overpass is always a key point in the race, with or
without the wind. The two mile mark is right at the
apex of the bridge, so if you’re looking to make a
move on a competitor - this is the place to hammer.
Is there any particular part of the race that is challenging or especially interesting?

Ronnie Brinkman in 1989

The most challenging part of the race, to me,
is the long stretch down Orleans Avenue to the
French Quarter. It’s about one and a half miles that
seems longer than that. The interesting part is the
Vieux Carre where the architecture changes dramatically and the finish line is within reach.

Any funny stories about the race?
My friend Oliver Marshall was renowned for getting lost on courses. He was
leading Jackson Day Race when he approached the turn onto Moss Street from N. Carrollton. Not trusting the guy telling him to turn, Oliver stopped and waited for Kent
McDonald, who was in second place, to get there and asked him. Kent pointed to turn
left; so Oliver did and proceeded to win the race with Kent in close pursuit.
What is you best and worst finishes?
I think my fastest time was 31:47 or so in 1984, and my slowest was when I
walked it one month after Achilles tendon surgery in 1998 and finished last.

PELICANS RETURN, BUT LATER THAN LAST YEAR
Each year Parkview residents look forward to December when the pelicans return to the Bayou. In past years as many as two dozen pelicans could be spotted near
the Harding Drive bridge. This year, however, the pelicans are arriving later, and
when they do, in fewer numbers, perhaps owing to the warm Winter, which could
throw off their seasonal timing.
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
MINUTES OF FIFTH MEETING
OF
THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
OF
THE PARKVIEW NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
The sixth meeting of The General Membership of the Parkview Neighborhood
Association was held on Tuesday October 19, 2004 at 7:30 PM at Ronald Plaisance’s
house, 4000 Delgado Avenue.
I.

CALL TO ORDER
The following Board Members were present: Andy Anderson, John Bankston,
Mark Tullis.
The following members were present: Tom and Ulla Cloke, Michael DesJardins, Cookie Fulham, Elizabeth Hahn, A.J. Lionnet, Mary Lou Main, Lorraine
McGinley, Cathy Pacyna, William Peltier, Vivien Tullis, Susan Wayman, and
Michael Wesley.
The following guests were present: City Councilman Jay Batt (with Nicole Weber of his staff); State Representative Peppi Bruneau; Robert Becker, Executive
Director of City Park; and, Cynthia Sylvain-Lear, Deputy Chief Administrative
Officer for the City.

II.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Andy Anderson reported that the Association’s account has a balance of
$391.23. Mr. Anderson said that all fund on hand are from membership dues.
Expenses since the last meeting have been for the internet site and the newsletter.

III.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
It was reported that there are currently 90 paid members of the Association.
This includes two businesses: Fellini’s Café and Parkview Tavern.

IV.

OLD BUSINESS
A.

PARKING ON THE BAYOU
(Continued on page 8)
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
(Continued from page seven)

The membership discussed the continuing problem of illegal parking on the
banks of Bayou St. John. The Board, which met earlier in the month, acted on
the membership’s decision recommendation to look to having paving stones or
blocks placed on the edge of the levee. The Board said that it will look to the
cost of doing so; however, it was noted that it may be necessary to ask that the
membership supplement any expenses. Of course, the City will be asked to participate and contribute, but since this is a project that has its origin with the Association, it is likely that some of the cost will have to be carried by the Association.
Cabrini High School is on the mailing list for the monthly newsletter, so the
Administration of the school is well aware of this problem. It is hoped that the
Association and Administration of the school can work on a solution.
B.

WISNER BIKE PATH

Work has not yet commenced on the Wisner bike path; however, it is hoped that
it will be completed by Jazz Fest in order to further lessen the parking problems
in the neighborhood.
C.

DRAINAGE

Some members reported that their drains have been cleaned. At least one member though said that his drain has still not been cleaned. Another letter will be
sent to the City about this matter.
It was also mentioned that trees have been trimmed, especially those around
utility lines.
D.

SPECIAL CRIME PREVENTION DISTRICT

Members briefly discussed the formation of a special crime prevention district.
One member stood up to say that if more people joined the voluntary security
program that the overall cost per member would decrease. Another member
said that he was opposed to the concept of a private security patrol, saying that
we should all demand adequate protection from the City and tax supported police department.
E.

STREETS AND PUBLIC WORKS

A signage problem at City Park Avenue and Carrollton was again mentioned.
(Continued on page nine)
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
(Continued from page eight)

Members said that this intersection was confusing and that often visitors to the
area, especially to the park, did not know which way to go.
The street signs at the intersection of City Park Avenue and Carrollton need to
be improved. Because of the streetcar line the curbing and island neutral
ground at that intersection has not been replaced, causing drivers problems in
knowing where to travel.
F.

ZONING ISSUES

A zoning matter concerning a home on Dumaine Street was brought to the
membership’s attention. The owner of the home, a raised double, was interested
in converting the double into a four-plex. A survey of the membership in the
immediate area of the home was made. All those surveyed opposed the map
change that would be required for the conversion. Most cited existing parking
problems. The opinions of the membership were forwarded to the owner of the
house, the City Planning Commission and City Councilman Jay Batt.
G.

DATE OF NEXT GENERAL MEETING

The next general meeting will be held in January. The membership approved
the concept of having meetings at the home of members.
V.

NEW BUSINESS
A.

CITY COUNCILMAN JAY BATT

City Councilman Jay Batt attended the meeting. He announced that repair of
both Olga and Picheloup Place would be included in the following year’s
budget.
Mr. Batt also answered questions from the membership regarding crime and the
police residency requirement ordinance. A discussion developed regarding
whether there was money available for new recruits but that the residency requirement made the hiring of new police officers more difficult.
A number of members asked questions about the school system. Mr. Batt commented on the school board elections. He said that he is excited about the new
school board.
B.

ROBERT BECKER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CITY PARK
(Continued on the bottom of page 10)
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PARKVIEW MINUTES
(Continued from page nine)

Robert Becker of City Park gave a slide presentation on his organizations current master plan. He explained that City Park receives no public funding, and
therefore must generate its own revenue. He showed that the major sources of
revenue were golf, Christmas in the Oaks, catering and other rentals.
A major component of the master plan is to broaden the appeal of the Park. Mr.
Becker said that he has held numerous public meetings in order to solicit public
opinion on how the Park should be used. He showed with a graph some of the
results of these meetings. Mr. Becker said that he is continuing to solicit comments and invited those at the meeting to let him know of how they would like
the Park to be used.
A member said that the Park needed to do a better job at advertising its events.
Mr. Becker said that the Park used mail outs for its members, and a website
with a calendar.
C.

CYNTHIA SYLVAIN-LEAR, CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

Cynthia Sylvain-Lear, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for the City of New
Orleans, spoke on the upcoming bond issue that will be on the ballot. She
showed where the money would be spent, pointing out problem areas in the
City.
Many asked how much their property tax bill would increase. Others asked
about how exactly the money would be spent, and why these areas are not currently addressed in the City’s budget. However, Ms. Sylvain-Lear had to leave
the meeting before all of the questions on property taxes were answered.
D.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE PEPPI BRUNEAU

Since Mr. Bruneau spoke last he was asked questions about what was previously discussed, including the School Board, the school system, the bond issue,
and City Park. Mr. Bruneau was very complimentary of the Association.
E.

ANNUAL DUES

It was noted that annual dues are now due. Members were invited to pay their
dues now in order to save the Association the postage in having to mail out invoices.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH;
Trying to Get Rid of Holt Cemetery —1909
Editor’s Note: In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in the
city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The Times-Democrat. The City Beautiful
movement was in full swing by this time, and its major tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics,
were most evident in New Orleans in the development of parks. Since the development of Parkview is so
closely linked with the development of City Park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how activities at the park were reported a century ago.
The following is from an article in The Daily Picayune from February 1909. The title of the article is “Settles the Long-Standing Problem of Pauper Cemetery, By Offering the City a More Isolated
But Convenient Location in Exchange.”

After an agitation that has lasted over ten years final action was taken on the
Holt Cemetery by the Board of Commissioners of the City Park at the regular monthly
meeting yesterday morning, and within a week or two an ordinance will be introduced
into the City Council requiring the removal of the cemetery from its present location to
the northwest corner of the park, where it will be located forever.
Ever since the Flower administration of the City Government of the Hold
Cemetery, which is virtually a pauper’s burying ground, has been agitated by
members of the City Park who wished its removal from the front of the park to some
other place in or around the city. Several places were suggested as being suitable
locations for the burying ground, but when these locations were made known the
people who lived in the neighborhood got up petitions to the City Council, and so
every ordinance that was introduced in the hopes of moving the cemetery was
defeated.
Some few years back the Commissioners decided that it was almost impossible
to have the cemetery removed from the confines of City Park, and for a while the
matter was dropped, but was taken up with greater zeal about two years ago. Ever
since then it has hung fire, and every meeting of the Commissioners has seen it
discussed on all sides.
Yesterday morning the subject again came up after the report of the Executive
Committee was read, for the Executive Committee recommended the following: “That
the Commissioners of City Park agree to tender the city space in the extreme
northwestern corner of the park, in the rear of the present Holt Cemetery, with 300 feet
front on St. Louis Street and 450 feet on Monroe Avenue, with the entrance on St. Louis
Street, same to be fenced so as to hide from the park. All to be at the city’s expense
and provided the city binds itself by ordinance to discontinue at once the burying of
the dead in the present Holt Cemetery.”
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page eleven)

Commissioners Claiborne, Dreyfous, Frantz, Tobin and Weinfurter voiced
many different opinions as to what would happen if the plan of the Executive
Committee was carried out, the principal being that the Commissioners, by letting the
city have the ground, bound itself not to ask the removal of the cemetery in the future,
if it found it necessary to do so.
Hon. Alex Pujol, Commissioner of Police and Public Buildings, who is also a
member of the City Park Commission, also took part in the discussion, and offered an
amendment to the resolution which the Executive Committee submitted, with the
effect that the words, “the Commissioners of the City Park agree to tender” be stricken
out, and that the member of the City Council who would introduce the ordinance
would embody in it the locality where the City Park Commissioners had wished it to
be, and that a section of it would also provide for the discontinuance of the burying of
people in the present Holt Cemetery at once.
In explaining his amendment, Mr. Pujol stated that it would not bind the
Commissioners to anything in the future, and that the city would take the ground and
prepare it just as the City Park people wanted it.
E.W. Smith, who presided at the meeting, submitted this proposition to the
members, and it was accepted without a dissenting vote, and the subject which has
troubled the Commissioners for years is closed for fifteen or twenty years at least.
Other recommendations in the report of the Executive that were favorably acted
on were: The request for $200 with which to buy live oaks, $200 with which to buy fish
for the lakes, the awarding of the contract for ponies in the park to Mr. Wells for $100,
and the awarding of the contract for the circle swing to Mr. Patorno for $250, and the
contract for the erection of a new $3,200 steel and concrete bridge at the lower end of
the park to the Pennsylvania Bridge Company.
A donation of $25 was received from the City Park Gun Club, through J.W.
Osborne, the Secretary-Treasurer, and the Club thanked him. A communication was
received from Frank W. Smith, in which he proposed the programme for this year.
This was referred to the Festival Committee, the appointment of which was left to the
President’s discretion.
The Treasurer’s report showed that the receipts for the last month were
$3,707.47, expenses $1,779.80. The balance on hand being $1,927.67.
(Continued on page 15)
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PARKVIEW NEWS
EDWIN MURRAY EASILY WINS SPECIAL ELECTION TO
REPRESENT PARKVIEW IN THE STATE SENATE
With a very light turnout on December 4, State Representative Edwin Murray
easily defeated two challengers to complete the unexpired term of State Senator
Paulette Irons, who earlier in 2004 was elected to a judgeship at Civil District Court.
Senator-Elect Murray received 86% of all votes cast. He won both Parkview precincts
overwhelmingly.
Senator-Elect Murray will be sworn into office on January 11 at a ceremony at
the Pavilion of the Two Sisters in City Park.

SECURITY PROGRAM RAFFLE GREAT SUCCESS
A raffle to benefit the Bayou St. Neighborhood Security Program raised a much
needed $2,000 for the organization. Officers of the organization said that the event
“was a great success,” and in a letter to members, thanked all those who participated.
The winner of the raffle was Susan Henning, who took home prizes worth over
$1,000. The drawing took place on December 9th at The Cork and Bottle, with many
neighbors attending with the hopes that their name would be the one called.
Many raffle tickets were sold at both the Farmer’s Market and the art show held
at the Pitot House. According to reports, nearly everyone who attended the art show
purchased a raffle ticket, and all the tickets that were available at that event were sold
by Noon.
Additional fund raisers are being considered by the organization, including perhaps a Bayou Home Tour in the Spring. There are currently 131 members of the security organization, and many more are needed in order to sustain the program.
Three homes were for sale on
the same stretch of Delgado Avenue
in mid-December. Added together,
the combined original listing price of
these three homes was $1.57 million.
The year 2004 ended with
nine Parkview homes available for
sale. At the end of 2003, two Parkview homes were for sale.
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PARKVIEW PSA

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
If you intend to renew your membership in the Association, please consider
mailing your check in prior to formal individual notices are sent. This way the Association will save money on postage.
Dues are a very modest $15 for individuals and $25 for families. Checks may be
made payable to “Parkview Neighborhood Association” and mailed to the following
address:

Parkview Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 791577
New Orleans, LA 70179-1577
You may use the form below to send in with your check.
The major expense for the Association continues to be the newsletter.
The sole source of income for the Association is the membership dues.
If you are not renewing your membership because you feel that the Association
is not properly addressing your concerns, please let us know. All feedback from members is valuable.

PARKVIEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: ________________________________________________________________________
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PARKVIEW EVENTS

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday
January 7
6:00 - 7:00 PM

LEE QUICK
Fair Grinds Coffeehouse. Singer/songwriter
Lee Quick is a popular regular performer at
the coffeehouse.

Wednesday
January 12
7:30 PM

PARKVIEW MEETING
1347 Moss Street. Winter meeting of the Association.

Sunday
January 16
8:30 AM

JACKSON DAY RACE
98th Edition of this classic 9K race. Event
starts at Spanish Fort and travels along
Bayou, through Parkview, then down Orleans into the French Quarter.
In late Fall the massive
growth of weeds between the post office and Mercy Hospital was finally
cut. Those who walk that route could
now see the railroad track for the first
time in over a year, and mysteriously
one rail was pulled up off its ties and
actually warped. Railroad spikes are
scattered on the ground.
Nobody seems to know what
happened to this abandoned rail.

(Continued from page 12)

An anonymous communication was received complaining about the manner of
A. Charbonnet, who has charge of the boats in the park, and his treatment of people,
and because several other complaints had been received Superintendent J. Bernard
was instructed to see that he did not insult anyone in the future.
E.W. Smith, First Vice President, presided at the meeting, with Joseph Bernard,
Superintendent, and Assistant Secretary, at his desk. The Commissioners present
were: A. Blais, J.B. Cefalu, C.F. Claiborne, F.J. Dreyfous, H.L. Frantz, A. Glaudot, Jr.,
L.G. Kittredge, J. Koch, V. Lambou, D. Lanaux, P.A. Lelong, A.P. Noll, A. Pujol, P.J.
Schoen, J.F. Tobin and J.J. Weinfurter.
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PARKVIEW PROFILE

PARKVIEW PROFILE: MARY LOU PRUNTY
Mary Lou Prunty, who is 78 years old, has lived in Parkview for 29 years. She
grew up Uptown, near Audubon Park, and has also lived in the Carrollton area. She
said that she moved to Harding Drive because she already had friends in the
neighborhood.
Very active at Holy Rosary Parish, where she is a lector, Ms. Prunty uses the
Harding Drive bridge to get to and from the church. She commented that she had a
Catholic upbringing, and that “her mother made her learn everything” about the
Church. Regarding the Harding bridge Ms. Prunty said that the bridge needs work.
“The floorboards need rebuilding.”
Asked about the changes she’s seen in Parkview in her 29 years in the neighborhood, she responded that some of the changes have been drastic, especially crime. “A
few years back one of my neighbors was shot and killed in front of my house. I do not
think the place is the same since then.”
Still, Ms. Prunty wouldn’t live anywhere else. “My family says I should live
closer to them, but no way.” She added that she dearly loves her next door neighbors,
who she said are so good to her.
Ms. Prunty attended Loyola College with a degree in accounting, and she is a
former NOPSI employee. She has been very involved in the research of the Friends of
the Cabildo’s New Orleans Architecture Series, and she is currently working on the
much anticipated upcoming volumes. A huge reader of local history, Ms. Prunty is
currently reading Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of the Baroness de Pontalba by Christina Vella (LSU Press; 1997). “This is my third time to read it, and I learn something
new each time.”
This Pot-O-Gold outside of a
home undergoing a renovation in the 800
block of Taft Place sports a Christmas
wreath. 2004 has been a big year for the
renovation of smaller homes, particularly
bungalows, in Parkview. Homes in the
800 blocks of Taft and Wilson, as well as
Elaine, Roosevelt and Olga, have seen
major renovations this year.
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