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Ambitious Plan for City Park Unveiled; 
February 22nd Hearing Called to Discuss  Plan 

____________ 
 
 The City Park Board, meeting on January 25, 
adopted a draft master plan that calls for a $115 million 
overhaul of the 1,300 acre park.  Chief Executive Officer 
Bob Becker said, according to The Times-Picayune, “The 
plan is to make City Park the premier urban park in the 
nation. And that’s what we ought to strive for. We 
ought to want to be the best. There is no reason we 
shouldn’t be able to do this for our citizens.” 
 
 The only scheduled public hearing on the plan 
will take place on Feb. 22 at 7:00 PM at the Pavilion of 
the Two Sisters. 
 
 According to the plan the grassy area between 
City Park Avenue and the lagoon (formerly Bayou 
Metairie) will remain untouched.  However, the area 
just on the other side of the lagoon will see much 
change, with the tennis courts being removed to 
Marconi Drive near where the old driving range is now 
located, and where the tennis courts are now the Tri-

(Continued on page 5) 

Solutions to Bayou 
Parking Topic at First 

Meeting of 2005 
__________ 

 
Master Parking & Traffic 
Plan to Be Developed by 

Members 
_______ 

 
 With growing con-
cerns about parking and 
traffic in the neighbor-
hood, members at the 
Winter meeting of the 
Parkview Neighborhood 
Association discussed 
forming a committee that 
would develop  a master 
plan that would address 
many of these concerns. 
 
 The meeting, which 
was held on January 12 at 
the Morel-Wisner House, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Marathon to be 
Run on Sunday 

February  27 
 

Plan Ahead for 
Traffic Changes 

Bridgework 
 
 After nearly a 
year of complaints 
the Harding Drive 
Bridge finally re-
ceived much needed 
new floorboards. 
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[From Page One] 

DON’T FORGET - IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED 

1347 Moss Street, was attended by 14 members 
of the Association.  There were no guest speak-
ers scheduled for this meeting, so much of the 
meeting was taken up by issues brought to the 
floor by individual members. 
 
 Regarding the parking on the Bayou, 
members reviewed the idea of placing curbing 
stones along the edge of the levee in order to 
prevent vehicles from driving onto the levee.  
Cobblestones as high as ten inches were reviewed, but the cost per stone seemed quite 
high, at about four dollars per stone.  The Board will soon take a measure of the levee 
in order to get an idea of how many stones would be needed.  
 
 One member from Olga Street asked about the timing of the repaving of her 
street,  saying that drainage work needed to be done as well.  She said that the work 
needed to be coordinated. Since so many of the problems in Parkview involve parking 
and traffic and streets, it was suggested that the Association work on an overall master 
plan that could address all of these issues.  Members were receptive of this idea and a 
call for volunteers who would like to serve on a committee to work on the master plan 
will be made in the March newsletter. 
 
 Members residing on Harding Drive complained of speeding on their street.  
They said that many now use Harding as a thru street between Dumaine and the 
Bayou.  A letter to the City would be sent on behalf of these residents. 
 
 The next meeting will be held in April. ■  

(Continued from page 1) 

Mardi Gras Marathon Information 
 
 The Mardi Gras Marathon will take place on Sunday February 27, with the race 
beginning at 7:00 AM. The race passes along the entire length of the Bayou.  Parkview 
is at the 10 mile point in the race, and streets around Parkview will be closed from 8:00 
AM until at least 10:00 AM. 
 
 More information on the race can be found at mardigrasmarathon.com  
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Problems Reported By Members 
 
NOTE:  If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take ac-
tion on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or marktullis@bellsouth.net.  

DATE  
PROB-
LEM 
RE-
PORTED 

DESCRIPTION OF   
PROBLEM 

STATUS 
OF RESOLUTION 

Feb. 2003 Parking of vehicles on the banks 
of the Bayou, especially near the 
Magnolia Gardens/Harding 
Bridge. 

The Association has exhausted nearly all options in 
trying to discourage vehicles from parking on the 
Bayou. The next step is to work with the City in erect-
ing granite curbing to physically prevent vehicles 
from parking on the Bayou. 

March 
2003 

Roosevelt.  Automobiles parked 
improperly make it difficult for 
large emergency vehicles to travel 
down the street. 

Ideas needed by members on how to address this 
problem.  Another Roosevelt resident has recently 
brought this matter to the Association’s attention.  
More members from Roosevelt are needed. 

May 2004 Condition of Harding Drive 
Bridge. 

RESOLVED. In late January new floor planks were 
installed.  A special thanks to FSJNA who spear-
headed this project. 

June 2004 Improper parking on Dumaine 
near Carrollton making entering 
and exiting driveways difficult. 

All members who need or desire street marking will 
be contacted.  Board is embarking on a project to ask 
the City to strip areas around driveways to give guid-
ance to drivers. This will be included in the parking 
and traffic master plan. 

Oct. 2004 Commercial flyers being placed 
on doors, creating litter. 

Businesses are contacted, asking them to patrol areas 
to look for litter. 

Oct. 2004 Condition of street on St. John 
Court 

Will target this as a street to repair after Olga and 
Picheloup work is completed. 

Oct. 2004 Empty lot on Moss and St. John 
Court needs attention 

Owner of record will be notified. 

Jan. 2005 Speeding on Harding Drive  

 [Parkview Problems] 
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EDITORIAL 
 
CITY PARK MASTER PLAN  
 
 On January 25th  City Park produced for the pub-
lic the first draft of its long awaited master plan - 
“Vision for the 21st Century - City Park 2018.”  For resi-
dents of Parkview and the City Park Triangle this twelve 
page document, complete with graphs, charts and maps, 
is deserving of great attention and study.  Of particular 
note for residents of these two neighborhoods should be 
the redevelopment of the area where the tennis courts 
are now located.  This area will become what the plan 
calls Tri-Centennial Place.   
 
 The first public meeting on the draft of the plan 
will be held on Tuesday February 22 at 7:00 PM.  It is 
hoped that many other public meetings will be held as 
well.  The Park’s executive director Bob Becker spoke at 
the Parkview Neighborhood Association’s October 
meeting, and Mr. Becker is certainly invited back for the 
April meeting to discuss this draft of the plan. 
 
 This is an ambitious plan, both in financing and 
in scope, and if successful, the very manner in which 
City Park is used will be changed.  And in turn, this 
change will impact the surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
WHOLE FOODS, R.I.P. 
 
 In mid-January it was announced that the Whole 
Foods Market location on Esplanade would close in 
April.  Much of the success of the renaissance of the 
Faubourg St. John neighborhood can be credited to this 
store. Many who eventually purchased and renovated 
homes in this area first discovered this end of Esplanade 
Avenue and its quaint side streets while shopping at 
Whole Foods. 
 
 Soon WFMI will be gone. The focus now needs to 
be on keeping that commercial strip vibrant and alive. 

LETTERS 
  
Policy Regarding Letters 
 
 Letters from mem-
bers to Notes and Issues are 
welcome with the under-
standing that there is no 
vested or absolute right to 
have letters published.  
Letters may be edited to 
reduce length or for rea-
sons of style or content.  
No letter will be pub-
lished that attacks another 
member or attempts to 
bring a personal disagree-
ment between two mem-
bers before the member-
ship at large.  Letters that 
might discourage or dis-
parage membership in the 
Association will not be 
published.   
 
 Libelous material is 
never allowed. A letter 
containing information 
which could be construed 
as libel will not be 
printed. 
  
 Letters may either 
be e-mailed to marktullis 
@bellsouth.net or simply 
mailed to Parkview 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 791577, 
New Orleans, LA  70179. 
 

[Parkview Opinion] 
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 [Parkview News] 

Centennial Place will be constructed, which will be the centerpiece of the plan. 
 
 The Tri-Centennial Place will be the major non-sports area of the park, and 
would link up with NOMA and the sculpture garden.  The Great Lawn would run the 
width of Tri-Centennial Place, from in front of the Peristyle to a cafe located next to 
Storyland.  The bulk of the parking available at the park will be located in the Tri-
Centennial Place area. 
 
 The Park did hold a number of public hearings prior to the plan being 
formulated, and many of the ideas that came about during those hearings are included 
in the proposed plan.  Most notably these include a dog park, bicycle paths and 
running trails. 
 
 The South golf course, which fronts Bayou St. John between NOMA and the 
Interstate, will be closed and re-landscaped as “periodically used festival grounds.” 
 
 The entire plan for the Park, complete with maps, is available at City Park’s 
website, cityparkneworleans.com. ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sewer Work to Occur in February; 
Granite Curbing and Street Name Tiles to be Protected 

 
 Repairs to Parkview’s sewer system is currently ongoing.  The work includes 
full pipeline replacement, excavated pipeline point repair, manhole rehabilitation, and 
pavement restoration.  The work is being performed by Wallace C. Drennan, Inc. on 
behalf of the Sewage and Water Board of New Orleans. 
 
 Some neighbors expressed concern over granite curbing and the street name 
tiles, worried that these could be removed because of work and then either destroyed 
or not replaced. A letter was 
sent to the contractor regarding 
this issue, and the contractor 
replied saying that both the 
curbing and the street tiles 
would be protected. 
 
 The contractor can be 
reached at 828-8000.  The web-
site for the project can be found 
at gosserp.com. ■ 
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[Bayou News] 

 The draft of the City Park Vision Plan does in-
clude a chapter on Bayou St. John and proposed im-
provements for the waterway.  This chapter, the last in 
the proposal, is entitled “Water Quality and Shoreline 
Improvement.” 
 
 The plan notes that City Park uses a sluice gate 
between it and the Bayou to manage the water and sa-
linity in the Park’s ponds and lagoons.  The plan states 
that “water circulation in Bayou St. John is low and the 
bayou currently functions as a linear pond with low 
habitat value or productivity.  The historic estuarine 
ecology of the bayou has been severely reduced by ur-
banization of the surrounding area, channelization, 
dredging and the placement of water control structures 
near Lake Pontchartrain.” 
 
 The plan mentions specific concepts for Bayou St. 
John that should be pursued, including the following: 
 
• Re-build the west “marshy banks” of Bayou St. John 

where appropriate for vegetative planting of emer-
gent vegetation.  Re-establish small marsh islands in 
the Bayou. 

• Removal of non-native plants and trees. Replant na-
tive trees identified by Bienville in 1699 (Oak, Per-
simmon, Lirodendron, Pecan, Wild Cherry, Acacia 
and Sweet Gum, Cypress). Plant native species con-
ducive to birds and butterflies along some shore-
lines. 

• The Old Control Structure at Robert E. Lee needs to 
be repaired or removed to allow free water and fish-
eries access. 

• Shoreline clearing of park lagoons of non-native spe-
cies and replanting with native species friendly to 
fisherman access and bird/butterfly habitat needs. 

 
 Drawings that accompany this chapter of the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Bayou St. John in “Dire Need of Attention,”  
According to City Park Master Plan Initiative  

City Park and Its 
Bayou Authority 

 
 Until Congress de-
clared in 1936 that the 
Bayou was no longer a 
navigable stream, nobody 
was sure who had juris-
diction over the Bayou.   
Nothing would get done 
because no state or local 
agency could determine 
with any certainty 
whether or not it had any 
powers regarding the 
Bayou. 
 
 The City tried to 
give much of the control 
over the Bayou to City 
Park.  The 1912 City 
Charter was amended in 
1934 to make “the bed, 
waters and both banks of 
Bayou St. John from a 
point arrived at by pro-
jecting City Park Avenue 
where it intersects Car-
rollton Avenue across 
said Bayou to the oppo-

(Continued on page 7) 
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 [Parkview News] 

plan depict a fishing pier into the Bayou; steps leading 
into the Bayou for wading; and, docks for boating.  It is 
mentioned that many of these proposed ideas may be 
eligible for possible funding through USCOE Section 
1135 or Section 206 authorization, NOAA, LDNR and 
other sources. ■ 

(Continued from page 6) 

site bank thereof, to the 
mouth of said Bayou at 
Lake Pontchartrain” a 
part of City Park, with the 
Park having “control, 
management and jurisdic-
tion” over this section of 
the Bayou. 
 
 The City gave to 
City Park the exclusive 
right to “designate in its 
discretion such places as 
it may see fit for the 
mooring, docking, or an-
choring of boats, house-
bats, vessels, or other wa-
ter crafts at such landing 
places or in such harbors 
as it may establish or pro-
vide for such purposes, 
and to designate place at 
which shipyards may lo-
cate.” 
 
 The current City 
charter does not contain 
the above provision re-
garding control of City 
Park. Confusion over 
who controls the Bayou 
continues.  If a City 
agency is requested to 
provide a service regard-
ing the Bayou, very often 
the response will be that 
the City doesn’t have ju-
risdiction over the Bayou, 
and that you should call 
the Levee Board or City 
Park. ■ 

(Continued from page 6) 

Nominations Being Sought 
for Most Endangered 

Properties List 
 
 The Louisiana Landmark Society announced that 
it is now accepting nominations for properties in Or-
leans Parish that are most endangered.  
 
 The project is modeled on the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation Endangered Program.  The goal of 
the program is: saving historic places, publicity for his-
toric sites, advocacy for historic preservation in general, 
preservation education, and supporting proactive pres-
ervation efforts. 
 
 The deadline for nominations is February 18. The 
forms for nomination may be obtained by calling 482-
0312 or by e-mailing lalndmrk@bellsouth.net.  

New floor planks being placed on the Harding Bridge. 
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[Whole Foods] 

Whole Foods to Close Esplanade Store in April; 
Neighborhood Struggles to Replace Area Giant 

_____________________ 
 
 To the complete shock of many in the 
Faubourg St. John neighborhood, Whole Foods 
Market will shutter its Esplanade store on April 
20.  Considered by many to be the catalyst for the 
renaissance for the area around Fair Grounds, 
Whole Foods will now operate two stores in the 
metro area, one Uptown and one in Metairie. 
 
 Neighbors and businesses in the Espla-
nade area are not taking the announcement sit-
ting down.  Internet message boards and e-mails 
messages have been flooded with suggestions and proposals regarding the high profile 
site at Ponce de Leon and Esplanade.    A food co-op is one suggestion that has gained 
considerable steam and a meeting for all those interested in forming such a venture 
has been scheduled for February 19. (See article below.) According to reports Whole 
Foods Market intends to sell the property. 
 
 Although a health food store has operated at the Esplanade location since 1981, 
it was only in 1988 that this store became part of the Texas company’s chain. From 
1981 to 1988 a store with the name Whole Food Company was located at the location, 
but it was not affiliated with the Texas company with a similar name.  Whole Food 
Markets’ purchase of the New Orleans store in 1988 was the Austin company’s first 
venture outside of the state of Texas.   
 
 Whole Foods Market, an Austin based company, which trades on NASDAQ un-
der the symbol WFMI, had sales last year of $3.9 billion at its dozens of stores.  A store 
in Baton Rouge is scheduled to open later this year. ■ 

Meeting to Discuss Whole Foods 
February 19, 2:00 PM, at Holy Rosary 

 
 A town meeting has been called for Saturday, Feb. 19 at 2:00 PM at the Holy 
Rosary cafeteria in order to discuss the Whole Foods situation.  According to a press 
release, “the entire neighborhood, political representatives, food activists, local mer-
chants and Whole Foods personnel” are invited to attend “the town meeting style con-
vocation.”  Agenda items should be submitted in advance to Robert Thompson of Fair 
Grinds Coffeehouse at info@fairgrinds.com.  
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 [Whole Foods] 

Impact of Whole Foods Closing on Real Estate 
_______________ 

 
 The commercial building right next to Whole Foods is currently up for sale, and 
the first sentence of its $895,000 sales pitch states, “Signature building in high demand 
area next to Whole Foods.”  It isn’t unusual for commercial buildings to rely on each 
other, but for the businesses at Esplanade and Ponce de Leon, this reliance was justi-
fied, and profitable.  Whole Foods was a major draw to the area.  In The Times-Picayune 
article that announced the closing one longtime customer of the store said, “Whole 
Foods created this whole atmosphere here.”  Pointing down the street she asked, 
“What’s going to happen to all this?   It’s not going to be the same. It’s going to ruin 
businesses here.”   
 
 Rentals boast about their location to Whole Foods.  A three bedroom apartment 
one block from the grocery store recently offered for rent for $1,825 per month advises 
potential tenants that they can “walk to Whole Foods.”  The store’s location, known to 
so many in the City, is often used as a landmark in rental ads, with the phrase, “near 
Whole Foods.” 
 
 Much of course will depend on what Whole Foods does with its building.  Ac-
cording to City records the last sale of the building was in 1981 for $185,000.  Commer-
cial real estate has gone up significantly since then.  For example, the commercial 
building on Ponce de Leon that is currently offered for sale at $895,000 had been sold 
as recently as 2001 for $600,000. 
 
 Buyers of the property will have to deal with two contentious issues:  the first 
being parking and the second being a very strong and well connected neighborhood 
association in the Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association.   
 
 Meanwhile, Uptown, retail commercial lease prices on Magazine Street are soar-
ing. An article in The Times-Picayune on January 23 stated, “Those once empty store-
fronts that years ago filled up with purveyors of the trendy and funky suddenly have 
found they’re on perhaps the hottest retail strip in the city.”  Longtime local busi-
nesses, such as Beaucoup Books and The Vitamin Shop, are losing their leases in favor 
of large national retailers. ■ 

Scenes of Parkview in T-P Real Estate Supplement 
 
 The January 29 issue of InsideOut, the Saturday real estate supplement, featured 
photographs of a number of Parkview scenes, including a mural on a house on Hard-
ing, the pottery that adorns many of the signposts along Moss Street and a rocket ship 
on a front lawn. 
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[Whole Foods] 

Community Comments on the Closing of Whole Foods 
____________________ 

 
 Internet message boards were buzzing in the wake of the announcement of the 
closing of Whole Foods.  E-mail messages posted on the Faubourg St. John Neighbor-
hood Association’s site were quick to offer suggestions of what should replace the gro-
cery giant.  There was also much criticism of the very decision to close the store. 
 
 One internet poster wrote, 
 

 I found that Whole Foods business practices had deteriorated at our 
location - higher prices for the same items at their Magazine location, poor 
inventory on regular items, poor customer service, overcharging constantly 
due to discrepancies in their computer vs. posted sales, etc.  These practices 
are just as likely to have contributed to the decline in sales as the added com-
petition of their other two stores.  They are a “chain” store, and obviously 
have no interest in this neighborhood, now that thy have the two other stores.  
Closing right before Jazz Fest is definitely a sign of the corporate mentality 
that is not concerned with local neighborhood issues. 

 
 Another poster wrote, “I cannot wait for it to close because I have been ex-
tremely dissatisfied with the decline in the store over the past few years, especially 
since the uptown store opened.” 
 
 Many of those who posted pointed out neighborhood businesses that are just as 
important as Whole Foods. One person wrote, “Let me just say that we have long-time, 
family owned businesses in our neighborhood that have been here for generations and 
that need our support.  Terranova’s and DeBlanc’s are just two of the places that have 
contributed to the character, needs and economy of our area.” 
 
 One poster published a letter that he sent to Whole Foods. He wrote: 
 

  I hate the suburbs. I will not follow your flight from this city. This 
news of your move makes me angry, and it just makes me sick. Please recon-
sider your decision. Please talk with the neighborhood association. Please con-
sider a higher value of retaining your flagship store. I’m sure you can be more 
creative in recasting this precious jewel in the ‘hood than the ‘walmartization 
you are proposing. 
 

 Some posters suggested that Whole Foods sell the building to a competitor, 
such as Trader Joes or Wild Oats.  Still others wanted one of the local heath food 
stores, such as Eve’s, to purchase the million dollar property. ■ 
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 [City Park History] 

CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH; 
Rose Garden Development —1910 
 
 Editor’s Note:  In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in the 
city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The Times-Democrat.  The City Beautiful 
movement was in full swing by this time, and its major tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics, 
were most evident in New Orleans in the development of parks.  Since the development of Parkview is so 
closely linked with the development of City Park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how ac-
tivities at the park were reported a century ago.   
  
 The following is from an article in The Daily Picayune from February 1910. The title of the arti-
cle is “Rose Garden to be Added to City Park Features:  Shriners Given Permission for Attractive Enter-
tainment Under the Oaks During the Imperial Council Session.” 

 A rose garden containing 1,000 varities, will be the latest beauty spot to be 
added to the City Park, according to plans which were discussed at the meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners, yesterday morning. The rose garden will occupy several 
acres of rich and fertile land, just across the polo field, and adjacent to the hothouses.   
 
 The suggestion was offered in the report of the executive committee, and met 
with the approval of the assembled commissioners.  The park boasts of its pansy 
patches, and a number of other rare collections, but there has never been a special 
attempt to cultivate roses, which will add to the attractiveness of the park, and will 
also be a source of revenue.   
 
 The meeting, which was called to order by C.F. Claiborne, acting as president in 
the absence of Paul Capdeville and E.W. Smith, was largely attended and enthusiastic. 
Commissioners C. Dittman, F.J. Dreyfous, H. L. Frantz, J. Garcia, G.S. Gibbons, A. 
Glaudot, Jr., I.G. Kittredge, J. Koch, J.H. Lafaye, W.L. Miltenberger, A.P. Noll, A. Pujol, 
P.M. Schneidau, P.J. Schoen, P. Torre and J.J. Weinfurter were present. 
 
 The executive committee of the Shriners, through Secretary Thomas F. Gasser, 
asked for permission to use a part of the park for an al fresco entertainment, under the 
oaks.  It was stated in the communication that the entertainment would be given under 
the auspices of the Shriners on April 18, for the benefit of the visiting Shriners and 
their friends.  The commissioners granted the request with a provision that no 
admission be charged, and that the park will be open to the general public at all hours. 
 
 The executive committee submitted a very interesting report of the work 
accomplished during the month, and outlining the work for the coming month. The 
report of the treasurer showed a balance of $3,566.12 in bank. The improvements 
during the month was the filling of the islands and revetment with shells. The new 
shell road, 1,700 feet long, extending from the Esplanade entrance to the Orleans canal, 

(Continued on next page) 



 

12 

[City Park History] 

will be shelled during the week.  The new road is a magnificent driveway, and it will 
prove a source of enjoyment to autoists and drivers. The roller and chain swings have 
all been repaired and painted. 
 
 A gift of China umbrella trees to the New Orleans Public Library and the 
William O. Rogers School was reported by Secretary Joseph Bernard. The secretary 
also reported renewing the privileges to the Polo Club for $150, an increase of $50 over 
the previous year. the Country Club gave $50 for its privilege, an increase of $25 over 
the previous year. 
 
 The foundations for the new marble fountain were completed, and work of 
installing the fountain will be started during the week.  It will be near the entrance to 
the park. 
 
 The commissioners voted thanks to Anthony Fabacher for a pair of wild sea 
ducks.  The white swan has three eggs in her nest, and will shortly start hatching.  Last 
year she hatched a brood of thirteen, but only three survived. The commissioners will 
have the lake stocked with green trout, perch and sheepshead. 
 
 The request of the Pelican Concession Company for a moving-picture show, 
human roulette game and manhattan pool game was all turned down. 
 
 Jacob Emmer notified the commissioners that he would be willing to lend a 
couple of mules for any work to be done in the park. 
 
 Despite the exceedingly cold weather of the past week, the park presents a 
lovely appearance and many visitors were attracted there yesterday. The violet beds 
are overstocked and permission has been given the matron of the ladies parlor to sell 
violet bouquets, the money to be turned over to the park. ■ 

(Continued from page eleven) 

 Pelican Dive-Bombers 
 
 Each morning in January a group 
of about a dozen pelicans meet at the end 
of the Bayou near the post office.  They 
take off one-by-one, then dive headfirst 
into the water, looking for fish.  Often a 
small crowd of people form to watch this 
display of acrobatics.    
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 [Parkview History] 

Germans and Parkview: 
1902 Volksfest at Southern Park, Now the Site of Parkview 

 
 Much of Parkview is built over land that was once Southern Park, a recreational 
ground that was leased by organizations and groups for picnics and parties.  Of these 
organizations it was the Germans who hosted the biggest and most impressive festi-
vals in Southern Park. Each year in late April or in early May, from 1902 until some-
time before Southern Park was shut down in the 1920’s, the New Orleans German 
community sponsored the Volksfest to raise money for the German Protestant Orphan 
Asylum.  
 
 According to newspaper reports the first Volksfest was held in 1875, although it 
was probably not held at Southern Park. At that time the ground was known as Mag-
nolia Garden, a popular spot for shooting contests.  
 
 The number of people who attended these events was quite large.  For example, 
the 1902 festival saw 6,000 people pack into the small area along the Bayou.  Newspa-
per coverage of the festival, which would last a number of days, was extensive.  Called 
“one of the largest outdoor affairs of the season,” the festival required much prepara-
tion to Southern Park.  Large amounts of electric lighting had to be strung, and many 
new booths and refreshment stands had to be erected. Stages for entertainment and the 
vaudeville were built too.  When the crowds arrived “they found one of the best pro-
portioned and best adapted places imaginable.” 
 
 Music played an important role at these festivals. Professor Wunsch’s Military 
Band opened the 1902 Volksfest with a concert from the grand stand in the meadow.    
The Daily Picayune then reported in detail the day’s activities: 
 

 Then came the opening ceremonies and the reception of the orphans by 
officers and members of the committees. These exercises took place in the theater 
erected for the purpose. After an overture by the orchestra, Honorable Charles 
Buck, president of the orphan asylum, called the audience to order and intro-
duced A.G. Ricks, president of the Volksfest Association. Mr. Ricks spoke briefly 
in German, welcoming the guests and telling of the laudable object of the festival. 
 
 The orphans present then sang a song, which was received with marked 
appreciation. Music by the orchestra, intermezzo, ‘Cavallerin Rusticana’ and 
another song by the orphans closed the formal ceremonies. 
 
 Promptly at four o’clock the children’s games began on the green sward 
to the left of the booths. They attracted hundreds who stood in the sun and 

(Continued on page 15) 
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[Parkview Real Estate] 

Real Estate Predictions Optimistic for 2005 
 
 Each January experts in every field make their predictions for the year, and real 
estate is no different as everyone has an opinion, and as in past year’s, nearly every-
one’s opinion is for blue skies.  However, for the first time, a few are actually predict-
ing a slowdown. 
 
 Beth Cristina, president of New Orleans Metropolitan Association of  Realtors, 
said “the housing market will remain strong in 2005. It is a good time to purchase a 
home while the interest rates are still down as it is uncertain how long they will re-
main this low.”  Homebuilders echoed this sentiment saying that business is brisk.  
“Right now we are turning work down and we’ve never done that over the last ten 
years,” said Bell Chasse homebuilder Mark Treadway in a CityBusiness article.  
 
 Many realtors say that demand still outstrips what is available. One broker 
said, “I feel very optimistic about 2005 because there’s still not a glut or large amount 
of inventory, particularly in the Uptown area, and we’re still seeing a number of buy-
ers for each good listing that comes on the market.”  
 
 Some are a bit cautious though, espe-
cially in the face of rising interest rates.  Guy 
Williams, president of Gulf Coast Bank, said 
“Values are high and unlikely to continue to 
increase at the same rate as they have over the 
past few years. This is great if you’re selling 
but could be a problem if you are buying to-
day and expecting a lot of appreciation in the 
short run.” He also said in the Times-Picayune 
article that some markets, such as Warehouse 
District condominiums and Florida Beach con-
dos have been so hot for so long that a sort of 
feeding frenzy is developing.  “People are buy-
ing condos from the developer for later resale at a profit. This is usually the last stage 
before a collapse in values, so if you’re not buying to use the property for the long 
haul, this may not be the best time to buy.” 
 
 While many credit low interest rates for driving the housing market, some 
point to other factors.  Arthur Sterbcow, president of Latter and Blum, said “We just 
have one hell of an economy right now.”  He added that he expects the housing busi-
ness to grow by eight to ten percent in 2005.   
 
 Report on real estate for Parkview will be in the March newsletter. ■ 

 This home on Roosevelt Place was 
listed in December for $349,000.   
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 [Parkview Events] 

Tuesday 
February 22 
7:00 PM 

City Park Master Plan Hearing 
A public hearing to be held to discuss the 
Park’s master plan.  Pavilion of the Two Sis-
ters. 

 

Sunday 
February 27 
 

Mardi Gras Marathon 
Annual race starts early in the morning and 
travels throughout parts of downtown, Mid
-City and Uptown.     

 

Sunday 
February 27 
3:00 PM 

Germans of Louisiana Book Signing  
Ellen Merrill discusses and signs her new 
book on the cultural history of the German 
experience.  Vincent Hall at Holy Rosary, 
1324 Moss Street. 

 

Saturday 
February 19 
2:00 PM 

Meeting Regarding Whole Foods 
Holy Rosary Cafeteria 
A community meeting on the closing of 
Whole Foods.  A food co-op will be dis-
cussed. 

 

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

watched the little tots compete for the day’s honors. They did everything from 
carrying eggs in a spoon to climbing a greased pole. 
 
 The three-legged race was a hummer, and there were a score of entries. 
There were too many for one field, so it was split up into two.  In the first race 
Richard and Emile Schmid were the winners, and in the second heat, J.J. Burk 
and Knox Kerkham came out victorious.  
 
 Every winning child received a prize, the distribution tent being near at 
hand.   
 
 Then came one of the prettiest features of the day – the white rabbit con-
test provided by the New Orleans Coffee Company.  It was one of the cleverest 
schemes on the programme, and the small folks went wild about catching the 
rabbit. The plan was to turn a certain number of white rabbits lose in the ring 
and to blindfold a dozen or more small boys, make them get down on their hands 
and knees and chase for the rabbits. If the kids caught one of the snowy white 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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[Parkview History] 

bunnies, it was his and the excitement to possess one of the rabbits was intense.   
 
 W.R. Tansey, of the New Orleans Coffee Company, was present and had 
general supervision of the rabbit party. He was supported by the city salesman of 
the company, including H. Borrell, A. Cabal, N.J. Murphy and W.C. Ralph.  
There were ten rabbits. 
 
 Some of the lads who caught rabbits and took them home as trophies were 
John Jefferson Smith, John Bucher, Billy Koch, Henry Keller Nathan Davis, Joe 
Mesmer, Robert Robinson and Robert Couburn. 
 
 The rabbit party will be repeated today by the company for the benefit of 
the little girls who were not in yesterday’s fun. The boys must keep out today. 

 
 Other games were mentioned too, including the giant foot race, egg race, rope 
jumping, silver in the darkness, rooster killing, bunting for coins in flour, shoe conven-
tion, surprise party, bread contest and sausage catch, cake walk, and tug of war. 
 
 Food was plentiful at these events and the German community prepared well 
for the crowds. “The crowds were thirst and hungry. They would watch the games 
and exercises for a few minutes and then make for the refreshment stands, where 
money was plentiful. The young folks danced and still others promenaded but they 
always came back to the refreshment stands.” 
 
 Sporting events were held for the enjoy-
ment of the adults.  For example at the 1902 fes-
tival bowling was a featured event. A contest 
between Young Men’s Gymnastic Club 
(YMGC), the Germania Bowling Club and the 
Columbia Bowling Club occurred, with the men 
from the YMGC taking the prize, which was a 
handsome silver tenpin.   
 
 Meanwhile vaudeville acts were being 
performed on various stages on the midway.  
Two tents featured other attractions, some of 
them athletic.  “The Turners were on hand, with 
a fine team of fifteen athletes and experts on the 
bars.  Professor Hertz, the instructor, led the 
work. The pyramid building was especially 
good. ■ 

(Continued from page 15) 

 Of the handful of homes that were 
standing on the West bank of the Bayou in 
1902, the year of the Volksfest that is dis-
cussed at left, most are still standing today.  
This one, near the entrance of St. John’s 
Court, is probably one of them. 


