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CALIFORNIA’S OWN PARKVIEW NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION WRITES TO INTRODUCE ITSELF

In Northern California, in the City of Redding,
another Parkview Neighborhood Association exists,
and in late November Elin Klassen, the Vice Chairman
of that Association, wrote to the New Orleans Parkview
group to introduce her group:
Wanted to introduce ourselves - see
complimentary article on your neighborhood on
p. 2.
We are a small neighborhood in
Northern California in a semi-rural location
(getting larger every day unfortunately). I have
friends in your neighborhood and have visited
several times.
I hope I got my story correct (more or
less) on Parkview Neighborhood’s origin. It
actually parallels our own neighborhood story.
We are on the road to recovery.
The article that is referenced in Ms. Klassen’s
letter was in the November issue of The Parkview Point,
the group’s newsletter. The article, which takes up two
thirds of a page, includes two photos of our Parkview.
One is of Harding Drive taken from the Magnolia
Gardens Bridge, and the other photo is of the Faubourg
St. John side of the Bayou, with the Parker House in the
middle. The text of the article can be found on Page 7.
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(Continued on the top of next page)

NO. 10

NEXT
GENERAL
MEETING TO BE
HELD ON JAN. 12
The Winter meeting of the Association will
take place on Wednesday
January 12 at 7:30 PM.
The meeting will again be
held at the home of Andy
Anderson, 1347 Moss
Street.
Topics that will be
discussed include parking
and zoning issues, as well
as crime. If any member
has any item that he
would like to add to the
agenda, please forward
this information to the
Board.
(Continued on bottom of page two)

Olga Street Looking Toward Dumaine.

FROM PAGE ONE
(Continued from page one)

newsletter indicates that this group has a strong commitment to the environment. For
example, a front page article reported on the dedication of the Parkview Riverfront
Trail and Park, which was the realization of a long held dream by members of the
association. “With wide sidewalks, beautiful benches, picnic tables and well placed
trash cans, the park is ready for visitors,” according to the article.
Keeping its neighborhood clean is also a focus of the group’s activities. On the
second Saturday of oddly numbered months, neighbors meet early in the morning for
the Second Saturday Sweep. According to a member, they gather “to sweep through
the neighborhood and park doing chores. We pick up trash, remove brush, plant and
primp, and do whatever we feel is needed to make the neighborhood look better.”
Other issues discussed in the California group’s newsletter included a homeless
outreach program, ways to get drivers to slow down while in the neighborhood, and a
report on the local school.
The association meets monthly at a school library.

ELECTION TO REPLACE PAULETTE IRONS ON DECEMBER 4
The special election to fill Paulette Irons’ senate seat will be held on Saturday
December 4. Senator Irons vacated the 4th District seat when she successfully ran for
a Civil District Court judgeship in September.
Three candidates have qualified for the election:
*
*
*

Clayton Joffrion, Independent
Edwin Murray, Democrat
Adam Wilson, Green Party

(Continued from page one)

The meeting is expected to last for 90 minutes and light refreshments are served.
A full agenda, as well as the minutes from the last meeting, will be published in the
January issue of the newsletter.

DON’T FORGET - IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 14 FOR MORE INFORMATION
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PARKVIEW PROBLEMS
PROBLEMS REPORTED BY MEMBERS
NOTE: If you have a problem to report that you’d like for the Association to take action on, please let us know either at 483-0733 or mctullis@bellsouth.net.
DESCRIPTION OF
DATE
PROBLEM PROBLEM
REPORTED

STATUS
OF RESOLUTION

Feb. 2003

The Association has exhausted nearly all options in
trying to discourage vehicles from parking on the
Bayou. The next step is to work with the City in erecting granite curbing to physically prevent vehicles
from parking on the Bayou.

Parking of vehicles on the banks
of the Bayou, especially near the
Magnolia Gardens/Harding
Bridge.

March 2003 Roosevelt. Automobiles parked
improperly make it difficult for
large emergency vehicles to travel
down the street.

Ideas needed by members on how to address this
problem. Another Roosevelt resident has recently
brought this matter to the Association’s attention.
More members from Roosevelt are needed.

Jan. 2004

RESOLVED. Jay Batt announced at the October meeting that Olga will be repaved. Drainage issues should
be addressed at that time.

Drainage problems on Olga
Street.

March 2004 The street on Picheloup Place is in RESOLVED. Jay Batt announced at the October meetterrible condition, with huge pot- ing that the paving of both Picheloup and Olga will be
included in the next budget.
holes. It desperately needs to be
resurfaced.
May 2004

Condition of Harding Drive
Bridge.

Faubourg St. John Neighborhood Association (FSJNA)
is spearheading the repairs. Latest word is that the
project is now in the City’s hands.

June 2004

Improper parking on Dumaine
near Carrollton making entering
and exiting driveways difficult.

All members who need or desire street marking will
be contacted. Board is embarking on a project to ask
the City to strip areas around driveways to give guidance to drivers.

Oct. 2004

Commercial flyers being placed
on doors, creating litter.

Businesses are contacted, asking them to patrol areas
to look for litter.

Oct. 2004

Condition of street on St. John
Court

Will target this as a street to repair after Olga and
Picheloup work is completed.

Oct. 2004

Empty lot on Moss and St. John
Court needs attention

Owner of record will be notified.
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PARKVIEW OPINION

EDITORIAL

LETTERS

THANKSGIVING DAY PARKING TICKETS

Policy Regarding Letters

On Thanksgiving morning, while many Parkview
residents were preparing dinner for their families, parking enforcement officers were a few feet away busily
writing tickets. You didn’t know who to feel more sorry
for: those who foolishly thought that ticket writers
wouldn’t be out on such a holiday or the ticket writers
themselves who had to work Thanksgiving Day.

Letters from members to Notes and Issues are
welcome with the understanding that there is no
vested or absolute right to
have letters published.
Letters may be edited to
reduce length or for reasons of style or content.
No letter will be published that attacks another
member or attempts to
bring a personal disagreement between two members before the membership at large. Letters that
might discourage or disparage membership in the
Association will not be
published.

While the timing of the ticketing may not have
been in the best of tastes, the tickets were legitimate: the
usual violations, parking too close to a corner or parking
against traffic, which is especially dangerous to bicyclists and joggers. And, while nobody likes getting a
parking ticket the neighborhood does benefit from having law enforcement officials in the neighborhood. It
does deter crime, particularly automobile thefts, which
is the most common offense in Parkview.
What is disturbing though is that for over a year
the Association has been trying to get the City to ticket
those who park illegally on the banks of the Bayou, only
to hear the City say that it doesn’t have the manpower
to monitor the Bayou. It stands to reason that if the City
has the manpower to regularly send ticket writers into a
neighborhood to cite residents, these same parking control officers should be able to ticket non-residents illegally parking on the Bayou.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Your membership renewal is now due. If you
have not yet sent in your membership dues, please consider doing so by the end of the year. The form to do so
can be found on page 14 of this newsletter.
As an organization we do not have fund raisers
nor any other source of revenue besides the annual dues
from the members. Without the dues we cannot support
our budget.
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Libelous material is
never allowed. A letter
containing information
which could be construed
as libel will not be
printed.
Letters may either
be e-mailed to marktullis
@bellsouth.net or simply
mailed to Parkview
Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 791577,
New Orleans, LA 70179.

PARKVIEW EVENTS
BAYOU ST. JOHN SECURITY PROGRAM TO HOLD RAFFLE;
HOTEL STAYS, RESTAURANT GIFT CERTIFICATES OFFERED
The Bayou St. John Security Neighborhood Security Program will hold a raffle
on December 9 to benefit its program. Tickets for the raffle are $2 each or three for $5.
The winner will receive a gift basket with over $1,000 in gift certificates, including the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One night stay at the Fairmont Hotel
Two nights at the Bienville House
Tickets to “Tribute to Satchmo” at the Bienville House
Fellini’s Cafe Gift Certificate
Cafe Degas Gift Certificate
Fair Grinds Gift Certificate
$100 gold coin to spend at Mignon Faget
Friends of City Park Family Membership
Chateaubriand Restaurant Gift Certificate
Liuzza’s Gift Certificate
Crescent City Steak House Gift Certificate
Angelo Brocato’s Gift Certificate
Anyone wishing to purchase tickets may contact Ruth Stone at 486-7643.

The drawing will take place at Cork and Bottle Wine Shop at the Can Company
on Thursday December 9 at 6:00 PM.
The raffle takes the place of the annual Twilight Fest.

CHRISTMAS ON THE BAYOU SET FOR DECEMBER 11
Cabrini High School’s annual Christmas on the Bayou will take place on Saturday
December 11. The event begins at 6:00 PM
with a Mass in the school gym, followed by
caroling on the Bayou. As always, Santa will
arrive by a pirogue. Refreshments will follow in the cafeteria.
The last day of exams for the school is
December 21. The students return for classes
on January 3.
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PARKVIEW ARTS

SECOND ANNUAL BAYOU ST. JOHN ART SHOW, WITH 25
ARTISTS, SET FOR DECEMBER 4 AT PITOT HOUSE
Twenty-five area artists will come together to
share their crafts on Saturday December 4 from 10:00 AM
to 4:00 PM at the Pitot House. Admission for this special
event is a $2 donation to the Pitot House.
Music will be provided by Tony Green and The
Gypsy Jazz, as well as a neighborhood group The Blackberries. Food will be provided by NOLA Cakes and Fair
Grinds Coffeehouse.
Many of the items displayed will be available for
purchase. These include pottery, paintings (in acrylic, watercolor, and oils), mixed media, sculpture, jewelry design, glass works and mosaics.

Painting by William McInnis

Artists represented at the show include the following:
Karen Atkins (jewelry)
Peggy Bishop (pottery)
Sandra Bushell (pastels)
Nelwyn Davis (watercolors)
Jill Dupre (collage)
Laura Elms (paintings)
Mignon Faget (jewelry)
Cynthia Fransen (ceramics)
Robert Guthrie (watercolors)
Eric Hartman (oils)
Joe Kight (mixed)
Deborah Kuhner (photographs)
William McInnis (watercolors)
Barbara Noble (mosaics)
Linda Ann Rosamano (oils)
Kathy Schorr (textiles)
Karen Wilson (watercolors)

Mixed Media by Joe Kight

More information can be found at www.neworleansartmarket.com.
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
REPRINT OF ARTICLE ON PARKVIEW FROM CALIFORNIA
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
Editor’s Note: The following is an article that appeared in the November issue
of The Parkview Point, the newsletter for the Parkview Neighborhood Association of
Redding, California:
What do the Parkview Neighborhood
and New Orleans, Louisiana have in common?
It turns out another Parkview Neighborhood in
a beautiful, quaint neighborhood surrounding
Bayou St. John in New Orleans.
For those of you not from the South, a
bayou is a small waterway, often sluggish or
marshy, not unlike our ACID canal. The
bayou had a pivotal role in the founding of New
Orleans as it provided the shortest water route
to the Mississippi River from Lake Pontchartrain, thereby avoiding the treacherous and
lengthy delta route.
In the 1800’s, as the city grew up around it, the city leaders decided to use
the bayou as an open sewer. This of course had disastrous results for the
neighborhood , particularly given New Orleans’ proneness to flooding. In addition, many unsavory characters had parked their boats and various floating businesses in the bayou, creating an air of lawlessness.
By the early 1900’s, the locals demanded that the bayou be cleaned out.
The city stepped up and cleaned out the bayou, and lined it with green pathways
on both sides.
The subsequent building boom in the area in the 1930’s was then dubbed
the Parkview Neighborhood. Their neighborhood association, appropriately named
Parkview Neighborhood Association (www.parkviewneighborhood.com) was established in 2002 (and unfortunately grabbed the domain name first). The PNA
NOLA deals with many of the same issues we do: crime, traffic, street repair,
blight, and drainage. They, like PNA, have found strength in numbers and that
advocacy really works. Perhaps the biggest difference between the two associations is that they seek dues paying members, whereas we offer all of this to you
FREE! All we ask is for your participation and perseverance.
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PARKVIEW REAL ESTATE

NUMBER OF PARKVIEW HOMES FOR SALE INCREASES
SLIGHTLY AS SOLID YEAR COMES TO A CLOSE
The Christmas Season is good for retail but is seldom good for real estate, and
this is true for Parkview too as the number of homes for sale is up slightly as 2004
ends. The chart below shows the number of homes in Parkview listed for sale for each
week since mid-August.
Number of Houses for Sale
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Parkview isn’t the only neighborhood to see a slight increase in inventory. The
number of single family homes for sale at over $200,000 in the entire 70119 zip code is
up about 10% as compared to the mid-Summer months. For example for much of November there were on average 30 single family homes for sale at over $200,000 in this
zip code, while in July the number of homes that fit this description was about 27.
However, keep in mind that in the Mid-City section of the 70119 zip code, especially in
the area above Canal Street, over half the homes listed are priced below $200,000,
whereas Parkview seldom has a house for sale at under $200,000 anymore.
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PARKVIEW HISTORY

WEB SITES ON NEW ORLEANS STREETCARS MULTIPLY
The number of streetcar enthusiasts may be small, but they sure know how to
build web sites. Two web sites that focus on the New Orleans version of street railways transportation are reviewed here.

CanalStreetCar.Com
www.canalstreetcar.com)
CanalStreetCar.com is run by Edward
Branley of Metairie. Mr. Branley is the author of
the recently published New Orleans: The Canal
Streetcar Line (Images of America; 2004), which
received splendid reviews.
The site has plenty of contemporary photographs, including many of the construction of
the new line itself. Historical photos, while
fewer, are nonetheless interesting and well captioned. For example there is a photo of
a 19th century Bayou St. John line mule car.
While the site has scholarly elements, especially as to the history of the system,
it is designed for the casual user who may have a limited interest in streetcars. Much
of the information is useful for a rider who may have questions as to routes, prices and
what to see.

Canal Street: A Street Railway Spectacular
(http://www-faculty.cs.uiuc.edu/~friedman/canal/canal.htm)
This site is operated by H. George Freidman, a
computer science professor at the University of Illinois
at Urbana. Dr. Freidman calls himself a railman, and he
runs sites on other city street railway systems too.
What Dr. Freidman has done is to use postcards
and old photos to tell the story of the Canal Street Line.
The site is basically a two column table, with an image
in the left hand column and an explanation of what the
image represents in the right hand column. There are hundreds of images, most reproduced with great clarity. Descriptions are detailed and technical. Here is the descrip(Continued on the bottom of page 15)
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PARKVIEW POLITICS
MAJORITY OF PARKVIEW VOTERS PULL LEVER FOR KERRY;
VITTER GETS 35% OF VOTES WITH DEMS CAPTURING REST;
JINDAL SPLITS PARKVIEW’S TWO PRECINCTS
When considering only the two major candidates, a clear two thirds of Parkview voters chose John Kerry over George Bush in last month’s presidential election.
John Kerry

George Bush

Ward 5, Precinct 12

312

106

Ward 5, Precinct 13

191

141

TOTAL

503 (67%)

247 (32%)

In the United States Senate race, while David Vitter received the most votes cast,
the majority of votes did go to his Democratic challengers.
John

Kennedy Morrell Vitter

Ward 5, Precinct 12

120

123

39

117

Ward 5, Precinct 13

83

84

21

145

TOTAL

203

207

60

262

However, the most interesting election result was in the First Congressional
District race. Bobby Jindal’s major opponent, Steve Scalise, dropped out, making Mr.
Jindal a shoe in. Mr. Jindal won easily with 78% of the vote. Even in Orleans Parish he
did well, winning 76% of the vote. Mr. Jindal only lost two precincts of the 50 total
precincts in Orleans Parish that are in the First Congressional District, and one of those
precincts that he lost was a Parkview Precinct, Ward 5, Precinct 12. The only other Orleans Parish precinct that Mr. Jindal lost is in the Riverbend area of Carrollton, Ward
17, Precinct 1, which covers an area along the river between Carrollton Avenue and the
Jefferson Parish line. One thing that contributed to the results in Ward 5, Precinct 12 is
that a minor candidate, Kenner resident Daniel Zimmerman, received 56 votes, which
was the most he received in any Orleans Parish precinct.
Jindal

All Other Candidates

Ward 5, Precinct 12

177

206

Ward 5, Precinct 13

191

126

TOTAL

368 (52%)

332 (47%)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
CITY PARK HISTORY 100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH;
Fountain Accepted in Memory of Boy —1909
Editor’s Note: In the early 20th century the affairs of City Park were widely reported in the
city’s newspapers, most notably The Daily Picayune and The Times-Democrat. The City Beautiful
movement was in full swing by this time, and its major tenets, particularly an appreciation of aesthetics,
were most evident in New Orleans in the development of parks. Since the development of Parkview is so
closely linked with the development of City Park, we are continuing with a series focusing on how activities at the park were reported a century ago.
The following is from an article in The Daily Picayune from December 1909. The title of the
article is “Drinking Fount Donated in Memory of Only Son. City Park Gift Inspired by Sweet Sentiment.”

The City of New Orleans yesterday formally refused the offer of the City Park
Improvement Association of a site in the rear of the park for potter’s field, and the
refusal gives a new lease of life to the old Holt Cemetery, which the commissioners have
so long sought to be rid of.
The declination of the offer was made at the meeting of the park commissioners
yesterday forenoon, and came in a letter from the commissioner of police and public
buildings. The board had written to Mayor Behrman and the City Council tendering the
site for a pauper burying ground in the rear of the present Holt Cemetery, and Mr. Pujol
in his letter said that he and W.J. Warren, the assistant city engineer, had examined the
site and found that it would not serve the intended purpose, and so reported to the
mayor. In view of the letter, the board withdrew its offer of the site, and the matter of
Holt Cemetery is no nearer a satisfactory adjustment than it was several months ago.
Although the weather was cold and rainy yesterday, there was a large attendance
of commissioners at the meeting. E.W. Smith, the first vice president, took the chair in
the absence of President Paul Capdevielle.
Aside from the matter of the Holt Cemetery, the feature of the meeting was the
announcement by Mr. Smith of a very generous donation to the park. Mr. Smith said
that a lady and gentleman who had recently lost their only son were going to give to the
park, in memory of the lad, a splendid fountain. The boy, it seemed, found his greatest
pleasure in repairing to the park on holidays and enjoying its many beauties, and
invariably upon his return home from one of these happy excursions he would tell his
mother and father of the splendor and glories of the sylvan spot, and comment upon the
manner in which it was kept by Mr. Bernard and his force. When the boy died the griefstricken mother and father thought that they could pay no more fitting tribute to their
darling’s memory than by adding to the beauties of the park, and so notified Mr. Smith,
requesting only that their names be not mentioned in the transaction. The work, which
(Continued on next page)
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
(Continued from page eleven)

is to serve the purpose of a drinking fountain, will be placed on the site of the old
dancing platform in a most conspicuous part of the park, and will be elevated. It will be
of cast-iron, marble and granite, with cement walks around it and flower beds placed
near it to lend an added attraction. The fountain, which is to be furnished by the J. L.
Mott Iron Works is to cost $2,000 and the contract work is to be done by A. Weiblen
Marble Works of this city.
Mr. Bernard, following Mr. Smith’s announcement, had more gratifying
information to give. Mr. Bernard said that a friend, who wished his name unmentioned,
was sending to the park a pair of beautiful black swans and a pair of mandarin ducks.
When the newcomers arrive the park’s water fowl will include two pair of black swan, a
pair of mandarin ducks and about eighty-five Peking ducks.
The generous donors were tendered a rising vote of thanks by the commission.
A letter was received from John R. Conniff, secretary of the Public School Athletic
League, which stated that the request of the commission had been compiled with, and
the name City Park added to the sign on the league’s field.
President B.W. Kernan, of the Country Club, wrote asking for the use of certain
grounds in the rear of the clubhouse for a ball field. The request was granted under
certain conditions, which are to be communicated to Mr. Kernan by Mr. Bernard.
The treasurer’s report showed a balance of $5,674.50 on hand, and the report of
the finance committee was to the effect that the figures in the treasurer’s statement were
correct.
A letter was read from Craven and Barker, insurance, and real estate agents,
asking the commission to sign the petition for the removal of boathouses on Bayou St.
John in front of the park. It is held that the boathouses are unsightly. The matter was
referred to the executive committee to inquire into and report back to the commission.
Action against absentees from meetings was postponed because of the inclement
weather.
In the report of Superintendent Bernard and the executive committee it was
shown that much work had been done recently in the park. All the shell drives and
walks have been weeded, trimmed and cleared; ligustrum hedges throughout the park
have been trimmed; the work of reveting the islands completed; flower beds have been
replaced with winter flower plants; all the wagons, carts and implements have been
painted, and work has been advanced on the road connecting the new steel bridge with
the old shell road.
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PARKVIEW HISTORY
ESPLANADE RIDGE AND FAUBOURG ST. JOHN HIGHLIGHTED
IN PRC’S CONTINUING SERIES ON HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOODS
In the November
issue of Preservation in
Print, the monthly journal of the Preservation
Resource Center of
New Orleans, a generous two page spread is
dedicated to highlighting Esplanade Ridge.
Each month the PRC
brings to its readers’
attention another historic district of the City.
The neighborhood articles feature
suggested
walking
tours. The three walking tours for the Esplanade Ridge District include using Bayou
Road, Esplanade Avenue and Moss Street as your main thoroughfares. The tour using
Moss street points out the large plantation style homes on the Bayou before concluding
with:
Look across the bayou from the Pitot House to spy the spreading Trading
Oak, said to have been a trading spot for Native Americans. The bayou itself was
clotted with motley boathouses in the early 20th century, but Congress declared
it non-navigable in 1936. Today, this peaceful waterway is frequented by joggers,
bikers, picnickers, and strolling families. Walk across the pedestrian bridge in the
1400 block to explore Parkview Historic District.
Photos in the article show St. Louis No. 3 cemetery, large homes along Esplanade, CC’s Coffee Shop, and houses on the Bayou between St. Philip and Dumaine
Streets.
The article can be read in its entirety at the PRC’s website, www.prcno.org.
It is anticipated that Parkview will soon be the subject of an article in this series.
It is the PRC’s intent to use the research for the articles to produce attractive brochures
on the historic neighborhoods.
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PARKVIEW PSA

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
If you intend to renew your membership in the Association, please consider
mailing your check in prior to formal individual notices are sent. This way the Association will save money on postage.
Dues are a very modest $15 for individuals and $25 for families. Checks may be
made payable to “Parkview Neighborhood Association” and mailed to the following
address:

Parkview Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 791577
New Orleans, LA 70179-1577
You may use the form below to send in with your check.
The major expense for the Association continues to be the newsletter.
The sole source of income for the Association is the membership dues.
If you are not renewing your membership because you feel that the Association
is not properly addressing your concerns, please let us know. All feedback from members is valuable.

PARKVIEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: ________________________________________________________________________
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PARKVIEW EVENTS

PARKVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday
December 4
10:00 - 4:00

BAYOU ST. JOHN ART FAIR
Pitot House. Twenty five neighborhood artists offer unique Christmas gifts. See article
on Page 8.

Wednesday
December 8
6:00 - 9:00 PM

LA FABULUSA NIGHT
Entertainment Pavilion at City Park. A
night of Hispanic Christmas music. Admission charge of $5, which includes garden/
walking tour.

Thursday
December 9
6:00 PM

BAYOU SECURITY PROGRAM RAFFLE
$1,000 in gifts raffled to support security
program. See article on Page 5.

Saturday
December 11

CHRISTMAS ON THE BAYOU
Magnolia Gardens Bridge
Annual event held by Cabrini High School.
See article on Page 5.

(Continued from page 9)

tion of the photo at the bottom of the previous page: “Here is a close up view of one of the
7-window 1894 Brill cars, like that seen in Picture 83. This picture appears to date from the
period 1894 to 1899, because the car is lettered “N. O. C. & L. R. [R.]”, i.e., New Orleans City
& Lake Railroad. This company, formed from the old New Orleans City RR in 1883, was from
1892 to 1899 one of the component companies of the New Orleans Traction Co. Car 115 is still
riding on its original Brill 22-E Maximum Traction trucks. This is probably the original “as
built” appearance of these cars. The location is not known, but the tracks suggest that it is at a
car barn, perhaps Canal Station. Close inspection of the front clerestory reveals the route name
Esplanade, which would have been housed at that car barn. On the back of the picture, in contemporary handwriting, are the names of the people: Conductor Jackson, I. M. Kellogg, I. W.
Ford, John Jacquet, ______ Thomas, J. L. Paine[?], and R. O'Brian. However, there is no indication of which person is which, except for the “conductor” (presumably the motorman, since
no conductor is in sight).
A site that will be appreciated by historians, engineers and architects. Much to
like and more is being added each month.
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PARKVIEW BOOK REVIEW
SURVIVORS OF HURRICANE CAMILLE TELL THEIR STORIES
Hurricanes often weaken before hitting shore
or miss their marks all together. That being the case
those who evacuate often believe they made the
wrong decision, while those who stayed get to brag
about their courage and wise choice. However, as
Philip D. Hearn points out in his new book Hurricane
Camille: Monster Storm of the Gulf South (University
Press of Mississippi; 2004), it is only those who
stayed when a storm was a dud that ever boast.
Those who refused to evacuate in the face of a powerful storm like Camille that actually landed tell a different story - one of great regret.
Relying on archived interviews with 41 survivors of the storm Mr. Hearn is able to
weave together an interesting narrative of how Mississippians of different classes prepared (and then struggled) to survive one of only three Category 5 hurricanes to have
ever hit the United States.
Their stories are all similar. Warned repeatedly by the authorities to leave the
Coast, the survivors went to sleep the night of the storm thinking that all was calm, only
to wake up to water pouring at a rapid rate into their homes. The storm surge had pushed
a wall of water inland forcing houses off of slabs, breaking them to splinters along the
way. With the pressure dropping some homes simply imploded. Those whose homes
were more solid had to break holes in the ceiling and then the roof in order to evacuate.
Once outside many survivors floated in rising waters until they could grab hold of a large
tree. This was all done in total darkness. Over 150 people were killed; nearly all from
drowning. Those who were never found are believed to have been sucked back into the
Gulf once the tidal surge reversed.
Hanging from trees, waiting for help, the survivors, often nearly naked and without shoes, had to contend with snakes and rotting corpses. Those who eventually made it
back to their property then had to deal with looters. Few had flood insurance and the
economy on the Gulf Coast was in shambles for months. Nonetheless, many stayed and
rebuilt, most without any government aid or even charity.
Whole chapters of the book are dedicated to the history of the Gulf Coast, and it
seems that hundreds of storms prior to Camille are detailed, including wind speeds and
numbers of casualty. All of this is filler and can be glanced through quickly.
Many of the photographs in the book can be found at an exhaustive website on
Camille: http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/homepages/roger_pielke//camille/
index.html
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