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 Hurricane Katrina’s Winds Damage Parkview; 
Bayou St. John Overflows Its Banks; 
Many Homes Take in Flood Waters 

  
 
 The winds from Hurricane Katrina, which rolled 
through New Orleans on Monday August 29, caused 
extensive damage to some Parkview homes.  The 
flooding caused when the walls of two drainage canals 
failed resulted in many homes in Parkview receiving 
some water damage. 

 By Tuesday morning Bayou St. John overflowed 
its banks creating a massive lake from one side of Moss 
Street to the other side of Moss Street. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Holy Rosary 

Residents Recall 
Storm and Floods 

 
“we thought the pumps 
would come back on” 

 
 Merlin Gele’s fam-
ily has lived in Parkview 
since the neighborhood 
was first established in the 
1920’s.  Mr. Gele today 
lives in the very same Taft 
Place house that a mem-
ber of his family occupied 
in 1926, according to the 
Soard’s City Directory of 
that year.   
 
 Putting his trust in 
his family’s history and 
his faith in his neighbor-
hood, Mr. Gele had to feel 
confident that he would 

(Continued on top of page 2) 

 Home in the 1000 block of Harding. 
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[From Page One] 

DON’T FORGET - IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED 

ride out Hurricane Katrina with few 
problems.  However, nobody in the 
Gele family could have anticipated 
the failure of the 17th Street Drain-
age Canal. 
 
 The hurricane itself passed 
without causing any problems for 
the Gele family.  But then water 
started appearing on the street. 
 
 “On Monday afternoon at 
about 4:30 PM I noticed water in the 
street,” recalls Mr. Gele. “I walked 
down Dumaine to the Bayou, where I could see water coming over the banks of the 
Bayou.”  He concluded that the water he saw on the streets was from the Bayou. 
 
 When he woke up Tuesday morning he could see that the water had risen con-
siderably during the night.  He said that the water got deeper as he walked on Taft 
towards Orleans.  Pointing towards the American Can Company he indicated that the 
water there was as high as his chest. 
 
 Mr. Gele said that he didn’t have a radio, so he had no idea then that the 17th 
Street Canal had failed.  He did know though that he had to have a plan to leave.  
With him were his wife, his child, a neighbor, the neighbor’s wife and a child.   
 
 On Wednesday morning he gathered everyone together to escape.  Putting his 
child on his shoulders, he walked in water down Dumaine to the Bayou, where he 
sought the height of the Bayou’s levee.  Using that levee everyone walked along the 
Bayou to the post office, which was being used as a staging area for rescues.   
 
 Around the corner from Mr. Gele on Roosevelt Place residents there were hav-
ing their own difficulties.  A family living near Orleans said that they had a house full 
of children with nowhere to go.  One member of the family said, “We thought the 
pumps would come back on and the water would drain.”  Eventually they were all 
rescued by a boat that pulled up to their porch. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 [Parkview News] 

 Some who were interviewed did point out that at times the boats caused unnec-
essary problems.  One Olga resident said that very large boats would patrol up and 
down the streets causing significant wakes.  These wakes would then push water into 
homes that either hadn’t flooded earlier or that only received small amounts of water. 
 
 Bessie Babin of Dumaine Street stayed and had no regrets about doing so.  “I 
had plenty of food and water, so I wasn’t worried,” she said.  She said that the storm 
itself felt like a truck rolling down Dumaine.  “The house vibrated like that,” she said.   
 
 Ms. Babin said that at first the amount of water on Dumaine near Harding was 
what you would expect from any heavy rainstorm.  However, on Monday afternoon, 
she noticed a current in the water on  Dumaine, and by the time she woke up on Tues-
day morning the water was up to her waist while standing on the sidewalk on Du-
maine. 
 
 Those who did stay seemed eager to tell their stories.  Many used the water 
lines on their homes or on their cars to illustrate their stories.  ■ 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

No Newspapers in Parkview 
 
 While now in mid-November The Times-Picayune 
is doing home delivery of the daily paper, for a period 
of six weeks not only could you not receive home deliv-
ery, but you were lucky to find a paper at all.  Many of 
the newspaper vending machines in the area were 
flooded (although the one pictured at right from in front 
of the post office seemed perfectly fine), so in order to 
get a paper one had to drive to Canal Street or further 
down Carrollton towards Uptown.   
 
 Many were surprised to find that the Picayune 
was publishing at all.  So few copies were circulated for 
the third quarter that figures weren’t even submitted to 
national auditors.   
 
 Which American paper had the highest increase in circulation for the third 
quarter? The Baton Rouge Advocate. ■ 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Post-Katrina Mid-City 
 
 Many neighborhoods are within the 70119 zip 
code, including Parkview, Faubourg St. John, and the 
City Park Triangle. But for most of the City, 70119 
means Mid-City, the neighborhood centered along Ca-
nal Street, the parishes of St. Anthony and Sacred Heart. 
 
 Parkview will bounce back quickly.  Most homes 
already have utilities restored, and those that don’t, par-
ticularly those closest to Orleans Avenue, substantial 
repairs and renovations have already begun, making it 
conceivable that most all of Parkview will be repopu-
lated by February. 
 
 In Mid-City though, which received on average 
six feet of flood waters, this is a different story.  There 
are no utilities. Homes sit unattended, rotting, a ghost 
town even now ten weeks after the Storm.  Many homes 
are underinsured, if insured at all, and owners with nu-
merous rental units are a loss at what to do next.  Mom 
and Pop businesses dominate Mid-City, and it can safely 
be assumed that most won’t re-open. 
 
 Mid-City needs our help. It needs the rest of 
70119’s help.  In the coming months all area neighbor-
hood associations must stand up for Mid-City, to offer 
to the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization whatever 
they can to help it rebuild. 
 
 Others will be watching Mid-City closely too. Es-
pecially urban planners, who see Mid-City’s perfect grid 
of streets, filled with 100 year old wooden homes, as an 
opportunity for experimentation.  Many though will 
want to return Mid-City to its quirky self.  Expect much 
debate in the coming years. 
 
  

[Parkview Opinion] 

LETTERS 
  
Policy Regarding Letters 
 
 Letters from mem-
bers to Notes and Issues are 
welcome with the under-
standing that there is no 
vested or absolute right to 
have letters published.  
Letters may be edited to 
reduce length or for rea-
sons of style or content.  
No letter will be pub-
lished that attacks an-
other member or attempts 
to bring a personal dis-
agreement between two 
members before the mem-
bership at large.  Letters 
that might discourage or 
disparage membership in 
the Association will not 
be published.   
 
 Libelous material 
is never allowed. A letter 
containing information 
which could be construed 
as libel will not be 
printed. 
  
 Letters may either 
be e-mailed to marktullis 
@bellsouth.net or simply 
mailed to Parkview 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 791577, 
New Orleans, LA  70179. 
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 [Parkview Business] 

Parkview Tavern First Neighborhood Business to Re-Open 
___________ 

 
 In September when Kathy Anderson 
of Parkview Tavern surveyed the damage 
from the two feet of floodwaters that en-
tered her bar she only had one thought.  
“We just have to open.”  Three weeks later, 
after non-stop work and cleanup, Parkview 
Tavern became on October 15th the first 
neighborhood business to re-open.   
 
 “Many of the regulars are back, and 
it is wonderful to see them,” said Ms. 
Anderson.  Many  of the employees are 
back as well. “We haven’t had to hire any 
new people,” said Ms. Anderson.   
 
 News of Parkview’s re-opening 
quickly spread through the Internet as a sign that the edges of Mid-City were return-
ing to life. ■ 

City Park Archives Suffer Heavy Damage 
 
 According to an e-mail circulated in local archivist circles, the archives of City 
Park, which were housed in City Park Administrative Building No. 1, received sub-
stantial flood damage.   
 
 The building where the archives are located was under four to five feet of water 
for two or more weeks. The e-mail went on to state, “the collection which contains 115 
years of the City Park minutes, photographs, architectural drawings, scrapbooks, cor-
respondence, posters and various ephemera, was in a windowless room, suffering tem-
peratures around 100 degrees and the mold reached up to eight feet high.” 
 
 About two thirds of the collection, much of it wet and moldy, has been removed 
to a warehouse on the West Bank to begin the restoration process, according to the e-
mail, which identifies Sally Reeves, City Park historian, as taking the lead on trying to 
save the archives.   
 
 A photo of the archives that accompanied the e-mail shows a scene of much 
damage.  ■ 
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[Parkview News] 

 Two homes in the 900 block of Wilson Drive  
suffered extensive roofing damage from winds.  A home in the 1000 block of Harding 
had a large oak tree crash onto it. 
 
 Whether or not a 
home received water 
damage depended on both 
its location and whether it 
was raised.  Waters were 
deepest near Orleans 
Avenue.  Throughout 
Parkview most homes built 
on slabs flooded, as did the 
basements of most raised 
homes.  
 
 Howeve r ,  even 
homes on higher ground 
did not escape flood 
d a m a g e .  S u n k e n 
basements in some of the 
homes on Moss Street flooded.  
 
 Homes on Roosevelt, Olga, the 800 blocks of Wilson and Taft, all had the 
highest water marks, sometimes as high as 60 inches for homes closest to Orleans.  
  
 Delgado fared very well, with only homes with basements having any flooding, 
and in most cases, even that was minimal.  ■  

(Continued from page 1) 

City Park Looking for Volunteers for Cleanup 
 
 With a total loss of revenue, City Park has had to lay off most of its workforce, 
going from over 200 employees to eleven.  Even under perfect conditions and with 200 
employees the Park had difficulty managing the vast grounds. After the Storm, each 
day is a challenge. 
 
 The Park is asking for volunteers to step forward to help with the cleanup of 
the Park. It is quite a challenge with over 1,000 trees down and much of the Park’s 
vegetation destroyed by the salt water. 
 
 If you have spare time to give to the Park, please visit the Park’s website at  
neworleanscitypark.com  or call John Hopper at 259-1509 ■ 

 The 900 block of Wilson Drive the Tuesday after the 
Storm. 
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 [Parkview News] 

Internet and Digital Cameras Prove Worth During Crisis 
 

“Radio Conrad” Keeps FSJNA Posted of Progress 
 
 In the weeks following the Storm, with 
residents scattered throughout Louisiana and 
the South, there was a tremendous void when it 
came to available information about specific 
New Orleans neighborhoods.  While The Times-
Picayune did publish the paper, and WWL-870 
AM did broadcast non-stop on the radio, this 
was of little comfort to those residents who 
may have been interested in what was happen-
ing in their small corner of the world. 
 
 As in other recent disasters, the Internet 
stepped in to fill this information void.  Mes-
sage boards, especially at NOLA.com, were a 
main source of information, as the Mid-City fo-
rum at this site became a place for people to ask 
specific questions, such as “does anyone know 
anything about the 900 block of N. Carrollton?”  
However, often the questions far outnumbered 
the answers. After all, few were in the City in 
the first few weeks of September, and those 
who were there, were presumably quite busy in 
trying to put an end to the chaos and to restore 
a sense of order. 
 
 The best source of information for those living in Faubourg St. John was that 
neighborhood organization’s e-mail list.  Managed by Conrad Abadie, e-mail postings 
by those who actually were still in the neighborhood in early September proved to be  
a great source of relief for those still far away in shelters or hotels.  Many of these post-
ings were by Mr. Abadie himself, who reported daily on what he saw, often accompa-
nied by photos.  He would even answer specific questions by neighbors about their 
homes.  
 
 “Is anyone at home in the neighborhood who can tell us what the damage con-
dition of the area is? If you get there first Speak out. Please let the Association mem-
bers hear from you,” was the first post-Katrina message on the FSJNA board, posted 
Monday afternoon.  By the end of September 660 messages were posted about the 
Storm. ■ 

 Engine House No. 35. Photo  
posted on Internet. 
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[Parkview News] 

Results of Survey on Attitudes Regarding Traffic  
 
 
 According to the results of a recent traffic survey, there is little support among 
Parkview residents for changing the traffic direction of neighborhood streets from two
-way to one-way only.  Presently, the only one-way street in Parkview is Roosevelt 
Place.  However, a majority of the residents surveyed did react favorably to having a 
traffic light signal system placed at the intersection of Dumaine and Carrollton. 
 
 The survey was mailed in late Spring to each member of the Parkview 
Neighborhood Association. Twenty six surveys were completed and returned, which 
means that slightly more than a quarter of all members responded. 
 
 The two page survey asked members about their feelings regarding one-way 
streets, the installation of a four way stop sign at Taft and Dumaine, and the installa-
tion of a traffic light signal system at Dumaine and Carrollton. 
 
 One-Way Streets in General 
 
 The first questions asked about general feelings regarding one-way streets.  
While only one person expressed an unqualified positive view of one-way streets, five 
people expressed an openly hostile view of one-way streets.   
 
 Even those who seemed to generally support the idea of one-way streets indi-
cated that they didn’t think that Parkview needed any one-way streets. Some re-
sponded that the streets in Parkview were not narrow enough to justify them being 
changed to one-way.  
 
 Dumaine a One-Way? 
 
 The majority of those who responded oppose the idea of changing Dumaine 
into a one-way street.  Some noted that Dumaine is wide enough to support two-way 
traffic. One responded that the problem with crossing Dumaine was that it was diffi-
cult to see because of cars parked too close to the intersection.   
 
 A quarter of those who responded did write that they support the turning of 
Dumaine into a one-way street, although there was no agreement as to which direc-
tion the traffic should flow. 
 
  

(Continued on page 9) 
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 [Parkview News] 

 Delgado a One-Way? 
 
 As with Dumaine, there was little support for changing Delgado into a one way 
street.  Only 19% of respondents thought that the change was necessary.  A clear plu-
rality of the respondents wrote that they would oppose the change, with many of 
those expressing strong opposition.   
 
 Four Way Stop at Taft and Dumaine 
 
 While some mentioned speeding on Dumaine as a problem, few seemed willing 
to advocate the erection of stop signs on Dumaine as a means of dealing with the 
speeders.  Asked about the placing of a four-way stop sign at Dumaine and Taft Place, 
a majority of those who responded wrote that they would oppose such a proposal.   
 
 Signal Light System at Carrollton and Dumaine 
 
 Two thirds of those surveyed said that they would like to see a signal light sys-
tem at the intersection of Carrollton and Dumaine. Many said they were strongly in 
support of such a change. 
 
 The next step in the process will be to do a survey on parking issues. ■ 

(Continued from page 8) 

Batt Arranges Q&A with Utilities and Feds 
 
 On October 25, City Councilman Jay Batt hosted a meeting where representa-
tives of his district’s neighborhood groups and schools could ask questions of city and 
federal officials, as well as local utilities. 
 
 Entergy’s representative said that the utility giant is trying to identify all parts 
of the City that not only can accept electricity and gas but where there is a population 
back in those areas who will use these services.  In order for Entergy to pull itself out 
of bankruptcy it needs to have customers.   
 
 A representative of the City Park area complained about the large trucks park-
ing along City Park Avenue, citing examples of litter and public urination.   
 
 City inspectors explained the process of when a home would have to be raised, 
and a representative from FEMA explained how its organization would assist in pay-
ing for some of the house raising. ■ 
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[Parkview News] 

 Holy Rosary to Have Celebration to Welcome Back Neighbors 
on Sunday November 20 

 
 On Sunday November 20 Holy Rosary will have a festive celebration to mark 
the return of its neighborhoods after Hurricane Katrina, according Father James Taran-
tino, pastor.  The celebration begins with Mass at 10:00 AM, followed by a social.  
Schools, neighborhood associations, businesses and neighbors are all invited to partici-
pate. 
 
 Holy Rosary will celebrate its 100th anniversary as a parish in 2006. ■ 
 

Holy Rosary Damage Assessment 
 

 Holy Rosary recently reported on its initial damage assessments.   
 
 The Blanc House, which serves as the rectory for priests at Holy Rosary, re-
ceived wind damage, including having one of its chimneys collapse. 
  
 Wind damage to the church includes the cross located atop the bell tower being 
bent down.  While flood waters did not get into the main part of the church, waters 
did flood the basement, damaging the electrical and air conditioning systems.   
 
 The basement of the school building was also flooded, with damage to the elec-
trical and boiler systems. ■ 

Krewe Favors Endymion Keeping Mid-City Route 
 
 Ed Muniz, the longtime captain of Endymion, said in a November 10 radio in-
terview on WWL-870 AM that he wants to keep parading in Mid-City.  “Orleans Ave-
nue is the route of choice,” he said.  
 
 However, Mr. Muniz pointed out that he recently drove down Orleans Avenue, 
and it was rather depressing.  
 
 Mr. Muniz was interviewed about the possibility of having all of the New Or-
leans parades using the Uptown route, due to the fewer number of available police 
officers.   
 
 In 2005, Mr. Muniz pointed out, Endymion kept its promise to return to the Or-
leans route after skipping 2004 because of work on the streetcar lines.  ■ 
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 [Parkview Obituaries] 

Obituaries: Remembering Our Members 
 

 Bill Peltier (Moss Street) 
 Art Dealer and Owner of Recently Built Bayou Home 
 
 Bill Peltier, a painter and art dealer, who built a 
much admired home on Bayou St. John, died on August 
22, 2005 in Thibodaux, where he was raised and where 
his family has lived for over 200 years.  He was 45 years 
old. 
 
 Mr. Peltier was a very active member of the Park-
view Neighborhood Association, regularly attended 
meetings, and at one point even hosted a meeting at his home. in July 2004.   This 
meeting was one of the best attended, with many new faces passing through the door. 
Later, some newcomers admitted that the main reason that they were at the meeting 
was to take a tour of Mr. Peltier’s house. 
 
 About his home, which was designed by Sophie McGough at the Ron Domin 
firm, Mr. Peltier related that its architecture was inspired by the Pitot House.   “The 
colors are borrowed directly from the Pitot House, said Mr. Peltier.” ■ 
 
 Ruth Wiegand Cochran (Wilson Drive) 
 Member of Early Parkview Family 
 
 Ruth Wiegand Cochran, whose family has lived at 975 Wilson Drive since the 
mid-1920’s, died on October 19, 2005, at the age of 88.   
 
 Mrs. Cochran and her husband Fletcher, who was a retired Coast Guard officer, 
had four children.   
 
  Records indicate that the Wiegand Family purchased the home on Wilson Drive 
in 1927.  A newspaper ad from 1927 described the house as: 
 

 Handsome home in exclusive City Park section. Contains living rooms, dining 
room, sun parlor in German flint tile, breakfast room, kitchen, sleeping porch, two 
independent bedrooms, tile bath, built in features cedar closets, finished servants’ 
quarters with bath in basement.  Basement paved, hot-air heat. Hardwood floors 
throughout, beveled plate mirror switches, ceiling fan. Spanish tile roof. Garage. 
Ground 60 X 100.  ■  
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[Parkview Flooding] 

Bayou Overflowing a Rare Sight 

Construction Projects Continue in Parkview 
 
 Most ongoing construction projects in Parkview are expected to continue de-
spite delays due to the Storm.  Eric Hess, who is renovating a Bayou home between St. 
John Court and Dumaine, said that he is trying to get back on schedule and looks for-
ward to the completion of the project.   
 
 Also on Moss, closer to Dumaine, a large home (new construction) is the object 
of much activity with work crews evident on most days.   
 
 Other projects, including one on Elaine and one on Moss near St. John Court, 
are expected to resume once the storm cleanup is completed. ■ 

 Photo taken at Grand Route St. John and the Bayou on the Tuesday after the Storm. 


